Weekly ReCAP for December 15, 2017
_________________________________

Merry Christmas & A Peaceful New Year!

_________________________________
Next CPC meeting January 8, 2018, 1:30 p.m., Chesebrough Room, Main Library, San Andreas.
______________________________________________________________________________
Planning update from Planning Commission meeting today 12/14/17, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.:
 

1) Cannabis: I cannabis appeal continued to Jan. 25; 1 dispensary employment appeal denied, 3 cannabis cultivation appeals denied. Colleen (speaking for MVS/CPC) commented in support of denials for multiple, egregious environmental and code violations on the 2 Walker Trail/Hogan Dam Road grows.
 

2) Planning Director Report: 3 draft Cannabis Ordinances will go to the BOS next Tuesday Dec. 19:
-the "Ban"
-the "PC regulation"
-Alternative 2, the "Board version"
 

Tim Laddish was very unhappy with the label "Board version"--wanted staff to change, but it's too late--evidently the Board has the drafts already (although I can't find anything online and there has been no 12/19 BOS Special Meeting notice sent yet). Lisa told Tim to make his comments to the Board. Kelly said "call it the Tofanelli version or Pot Light."
 

3) No PC meeting on Dec. 28th. Next PC meetings will be Jan. 11 and Jan. 25.
 

During a break, informally, Peter said he hoped the General Plan EIR would be out Jan.- Feb.
 

Happy Holidays!
 

Colleen
______________________________________________________________________________
As 'Epic Winds' Drive California Fires, Climate Change Fuels the Risk

Santa Ana winds are whipping up wildfires in Southern California after a devastating season in wine country. Rising temps can make the West dangerously combustible.

BY GEORGINA GUSTIN / Inside Climate News
 

DEC 7, 2017

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/18102017/california-wildfires-global-warming-drought-wind-climate-change-fire?utm_source=InsideClimate+News&utm_campaign=ff4fc549d4-Weekly+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-ff4fc549d4-327504385 

______________________________________________________________________________

State Funds Two Mother Lode Transportation Projects

12/09/2017 10:38 am PST
43
Tracey Petersen, MML News Reporter

Sonora, CA — A total of $32 million in grants was handed out with two road projects involving highways in Calaveras County receiving nearly $400,000.

During this week’s California Transportation Commission meeting, the first planning grants funded through the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2014 (SB 1) were awarded to local agencies to support their efforts to plan more sustainable communities, reduce transportation-related greenhouse gases and adapt for the effects of climate change.

“These grants will provide much needed funding to support the efforts to improve transportation in local communities and plan for a future impacted by climate change,” explains Caltrans Director Malcolm Dougherty. “In addition to the many projects already accelerated thanks to SB 1, this is just one more example of how we’re committed to rebuilding California.”

Below Caltrans provides the details regarding the Calaveras projects that received funding:

Valley Springs Complete Streets Capital Infrastructure Plan & Project Prioritization:
· The Plan provides the community level planning needed to develop conceptual complete streets transportation improvements that build upon operational investments on State Route 26 (SR-26) and the SR-12/26 intersection, incorporates community aesthetic, and provides safe travel options for residents and students to schools and community centers. The project is a collaborative partnership of the School, Caltrans, CHP, and Calaveras Council of Governments, Calaveras County, and community.

Angels Camp Main Street/SR-49 Complete Streets & Copello Road Pedestrian Connector:
· The Project provides the community level planning framework needed to identify complete streets improvements on the North Main Street/SR-49 corridor and Copello Road in Angels Camp. The project study area will be from Copello Road/SR-49 to the SR-49/SR-4 intersection. The project will identify and address critical gaps in multimodal connectivity between existing and planned facilities along SR-49 and SR-4 and provide multimodal access to low-income communities in northern Angels Camp.

Nearly $25 million of the sustainable community grants went to 43 local and regional multimodal transportation and land use planning projects that will assist in achieving the state’s greenhouse gas reductions targets of 40 and 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 and 2050 respectively. In total, SB 1 will provide more than $270 million in planning grants for local communities over the next decade, according to Caltrans.

Of note, as reported here, last month Caltrans completed the installation of a four-way stoplight on Highway 26 at the Vista Del Lago Drive in Valley Springs, which costs $2.8 million.

______________________________________________________________________________

Calaveras Supes’ Agenda Addresses Mixed Bag Of Business

12/12/2017 6:15 am PST
1
Tori James, MML News Reporter

San Andreas, CA – Unlike many of their recent meetings the Calaveras supervisors this week will cover a potpourri-like mix of business with no plans whatsoever to discuss legal or illegal pot-related topics.

Noteworthy actions on the regular agenda include possibly establishing a two-supervisor led ad hoc committee to review and consider increasing the county’s Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) charged to visitors who use local accommodations; something County Administrative Officer Tim Lutz has been hankering to do since his hiring back in March. Plans are also to establish a similar ad hoc committee to review the county’s potential pension liability – a looming issue with many jurisdictions across the state — and to look at some prefunding options.

If the board follows the recommendations of the county planning commissioners it will give its blessing to a proposed general plan amendment and planned development permit that seeks to re-designate a former Mokelumne Hill fire station property in the downtown historic district from a public service zone to a local commercial one, clearing the way for owner Dixie Lee Adams to develop a beer and wine bar there.

Among the supervisors’ consent items is to accept a State Parks and Recreation Boating and Waterways Division law enforcement marine equipment grant in the amount of $127,000 and authorize a transfer of just over $8,500 from the sheriff’s AB443 funds augmenting the amount in order to purchase a submersible rescue and recovery sonar imaging remote operating vehicle (ROV) for the marine safety unit dive team. Another is to receive a $10,000 grant from the Calaveras Community Foundation that is slated to be used as part of a landscape beautification project at the government center.

Tuesday’s meeting begins following the 8 a.m. closed session in the government center’s supervisors chambers (891 Mountain Ranch Road) during which the board is scheduled to discuss labor negotiations and a potential matter of ligation. According to the agenda, the board expects to reconvene into a closed session at 11 a.m. for the purpose of moving forward in its process of hiring an economic development director after which it plans to break for lunch until 1:30 p.m.

The supervisors have scheduled a special meeting next Tuesday during which it is quite possible that they will make another attempt to vote in before year’s end a permanent ordinance to replace the county’s urgency ordinance regulating commercial medical cannabis cultivation that is otherwise set to expire in early February. Whether it will be a more restrictive set of rules on grows or an outright ban remains to be seen.

______________________________________________________________________________

Dead Tree Count Due To Drought, Beetles Hits 129 Million

12/11/2017 2:45 pm PST
13114
Tori James, MML News Reporter

Vallejo, CA — Staggering new numbers now in from the U.S. Forest Service indicate that 27 million more trees have died since the last count a little more than a year ago.

Officials, who released the data today, say that the total number of trees that have died due to cumulative effects of the state’s devastating five-year drought and ensuing bark beetle infestations, now stands at a historic 129 million across 8.9 million acres. They add that these trees continue to pose a fire and safety hazard to people and critical infrastructure, particularly in the Central and southern Sierra Nevada, where the losses are centered.

“It is apparent from our survey flights this year that California’s trees have not yet recovered from the drought and remain vulnerable to beetle attacks and increased wildfire threat,” states Randy Moore, a regional forester with the U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region. He adds that as a result his agency will continue focusing on mitigating hazard trees and thinning overly dense forests so they are healthier and better able to survive.

Moore maintains that in order to increase the pace and scale of this work, changes need to be made in how fire suppression is funded. He points to last year’s fire management costs, which consumed 56 percent of the Forest Service’s national budget, leaving less for non-fire watershed protection and forest restoration projects that create more resilience to wildfire and drought.

CAL Fire Director Chief Ken Pimlott notes that tree mortality at this magnitude takes ongoing cooperation between public, nonprofit and private entities. Created through the auspices of Governor Jerry Brown’s office through a disaster proclamation, the Tree Mortality Task Force (TMTF) continues to do this. Made up of more than 80 local, state and federal agencies, private utility companies, and OES representatives from the ten most impacted counties, it serves to help coordinate and account for ongoing statewide response efforts, including the removal of over 860,000 hazardous dead trees to date.

TMTF members are using what officials describe as a triage approach that first focuses on public safety by removing dead and dying trees in high hazard areas. To further improve forest health the U.S Forest Service and CAL Fire have stepped up the pace and scale of prescribed fire fuel treatment projects. To date, the U.S. Forest Service has treated over 55,000 acres; CAL Fire, more than 33,000 acres.

While addressing record-breaking levels of tree die-off the TMTF is also collaborating on outreach workshops and other related activities. Over $21 million in grants have also been awarded though the TMTF aimed at protecting watersheds, dead tree removals and forest restoration projects.

______________________________________________________________________________

Red Flag Warning Issued For The Sierra Nevada

12/13/2017 5:55 am PST
11918
Mark Truppner, MML Reporter

The National Weather Service has issued a Red Flag Warning for the Sierra Nevada, which is in effect until 8 PM this evening.

A strong ridge of high pressure over central California, along with an offshore flow is creating very dry conditions. Prolonged periods of single digit humidities are occurring across the mountains and will continue through at least this evening, especially at elevations above 4,000 feet.

Winds of three to twelve mph will continue.

The humidity is less than 10 percent at many locations. Humidity will remain low through at least this evening

Any fires that develop will likely spread rapidly. Outdoor burning is not recommended during the extended period of low humidity.

A Red Flag Warning means that critical fire weather conditions are either occurring now, or will shortly. A combination of strong winds, low relative humidity, and warm temperatures can contribute to extreme fire behavior.

______________________________________________________________________________

Emotions Run High At Special Cannabis Cultivation Meeting

12/13/2017 6:00 am PST
192
Tracey Petersen, MML News Reporter

Sonora, CA — A large crowd of those for and against whether to allow commercial cannabis activities in Tuolumne County showed up to the supervisors’ special meeting in Sonora Tuesday with one supervisor putting it all on the table.

Citing the benefits of marijuana, with a cracking voice and emotions setting in, District 3 Supervisor Evan Royce told the attendees he could see himself having a nervous breakdown, citing the pressures of owning a construction business with 30 employees and working nearly 80 hours a week. He then noted, “I ate a pot brownie last night. Occasionally I do that and it helps me. It’s not something you want to be honest about and confess in front of everybody because it can be scrutinized and people here could look at me and think that’s a bad thing. My own grandma is probably going to be very upset with me, but I think honesty is a good thing.” Royce added that even though he is running for re-election next year and it could be used against him and he wanted to be honest.

Royce disagreed with Tuolumne County Sheriff Jim Mele who had earlier given a passionate plea to ban the marijuana industry. Mele stated to the board, “My question to you is what price are we, and what risk are we willing to look at. So, I will fight on everything about cultivation and commercialization.” A sentiment echoed by local educators in the crowd.

Sonora resident Bill Boyd disputed that an all-out ban would work, arguing, “We already have cannabis in this county. If you don’t legalize it commercially, it’s going to still happen. They’ll be no taxes, less money to enforce the regulations that could be brought together by this group.”

That brought skepticism from District 2 Supervisors Randy Hanvelt who countered, “I’m concerned about the cost of this thing. I’m not sure that we can cover the cost with taxes. I believe there are costs to this right now and we’re not covering those and it concerns me.” He went on to state, “I’m willing to go through the process to see if we can figure it out but I’m not willing to step beyond the point where we can’t step back. This has got to be done in prudence, if it’s going to be done at all.”

In the end, the board agreed to continue discussions on cultivation, retail and manufacturing of marijuana through a set timeline of special meetings next year. It took Royce’s suggestion to possibly create “a cultivation pilot program, perhaps at the Jamestown Mine site” to test different regulations that could be enacted.  The board also directed that the finance committee take up the taxation issue and report back at a later meeting.

______________________________________________________________________________

NASA Shares New Findings About Sierra Nevada Mountain Growth

12/13/2017 1:20 pm PST
8013
Tori James, MML News Reporter

Pasadena, CA – Measuring the Sierra Nevada during California’s extreme drought and after significant precipitation has led NASA scientists to new thoughts about how our planet stores water.

Today, officials at NASA’s Pasadena-based Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) shared findings from a just-published study. It shows that the Sierra Nevada mountain range rose nearly an inch in height from October 2011 to October 2015 during which the state experienced its most recent extended drought period. It also indicates that in the following two years of more abundant snow and rainfall the mountains have also fallen about a half-inch in height while regaining about half as much water in the rock as they had lost in the preceding drought.

“This suggests that the solid Earth has a greater capacity to store water than previously thought,” explains research scientist and study leader Donald Argus. He says significantly more water was lost from cracks and soil within fractured mountain rock during drought and gained during heavy precipitation than hydrology models show. This new finding will be part of a talk he is giving today at the American Geophysical Union’s fall conference in New Orleans.

Measuring Groundwater Within Mountain Rock 
Using advanced data-processing techniques on data collected from 2006 through October of this year from 1,300 GPS stations installed as part of the National Science Foundation’s Plate Boundary Observatory in the mountains of California, Oregon and Washington, the stations measured subtle tectonic motion in the region’s active faults and volcanoes and continues to monitor elevation changes within less than a tenth of an inch.

What the research team was able to determine was that the amount of water lost from within fractured mountain rock from the 2011 to 2015 drought period amounted to 10.8 cubic miles of water. While too inaccessible to be used for human purposes, the scientists say the water is roughly equal to 45 times the amount of what Los Angeles currently uses in a year.

NASA JPL water scientist Jay Famiglietti says that this finding solves a mystery for hydrologists. “One of the major unknowns in mountain hydrology is what happens below the soil. How much snowmelt percolates through fractured rock straight downward into the core of the mountain? This is one of the key topics that we addressed in our study.”

Famiglietti points out that the techniques developed for this study will allow scientists to begin exploring other questions about mountain groundwater. Among these are what does the water table look like within mountain ranges? Is there a significant amount of groundwater stored within mountains? “We just don’t have answers yet, and this study identities a set of new tools to help us get them,” he maintains.

Study Dispels Previous Sierra Growth Theories
Before this study, scientists’ leading theories for the growth of the Sierra were tectonic uplift or Earth rebounding from extensive groundwater pumping in the adjoining California Central Valley. Argus has calculated that these two processes together only produced a quarter of an inch of growth — which is less than a third of the total.

The scientists note that Earth’s surface falls locally when it is weighed down with water and rebounds when the weight disappears. Many other factors that also change the ground level required the team to correct for them so they could estimate how much of the height increase was solely due to water loss from rock. Among these are the movement of tectonic plates, volcanic activity, high and low-pressure weather systems and Earth’s slow rebound from the last ice age.

A paper on the research, titled “Sustained water loss in California’s mountain ranges during severe drought from 2012 through 2015 inferred from GPS” was published in the Journal of Geophysical Research: Solid Earth.
________________________________________________________________________________

Improvements come to county roads with state assistance

Planning starts in Valley Springs, Angels Camp and San Andreas

By Sean P. Thomas Sean@calaverasenterprise.com / December 14, 2017
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Three major roadway improvement planning projects are coming to Calaveras County by way of the first round of gas tax funds, according to the California Department of Transportation.

Valley Springs, Angels Camp and San Andreas will receive a share of $25 million in sustainable community grants to help support local efforts to plan “sustainable communities, reduce transportation-related greenhouse gases and adapt for the effects of climate change,” according to a release from Caltrans.

“These grants will provide much-needed funding to support the efforts to improve transportation in local communities and plan for a future impacted by climate change,” said Caltrans Director Malcolm Dougherty. “In addition to the many projects already accelerated thanks to SB1, this is just one more example of how we’re committed to rebuilding California.”

In Valley Springs, $219,112 will go toward conceptual planning for street improvements along Highway 26 and at the Highway 12 and 26 intersection. The goal is to conceive a plan to help improve travel options for residents and students attempting to reach schools and community centers.

The plan will explore improvements along Highway 26 from Hogan Dam Road to the Highway 12 and 26 intersection, including gap-filling efforts as well as improvements within the historic portion of Valley Spring. Historical Valley Springs has streets that currently serve as pickup and drop off locations for students.

The planning is slated to begin in February and end in November 2019, once an assessment of existing conditions, comprehensive public participation and outreach, conception design alternatives, development of a complete street plan and implementation of a financial plan to fund the construction are completed.

The projects are a collaborative partnership between Valley Springs Elementary School, Caltrans, the California Highway Patrol, the Calaveras Council of Governments – a regional transportation planning authority – Calaveras County and various community members.

In San Andreas, $158,750 will be used to plan the development of a bicycle and pedestrian path along Pope Street and Lewis Avenue. The total project cost is $186,750. Like the Valley Springs project, the San Andreas grant will be used, in part, to create conceptual designs and provide necessary technical data to initiate future phases of the project and identify funding avenues. If properly funded, the project is anticipated to begin in February and finish in February 2020.

Angels Camp will receive $171,748 in grant funds to go toward a $201,250 project to survey improvements needed along Highway 49 to the Highways 49 and 4 intersection. The project will identify improvements in multimodal transportation between existing and planned facilities. Likewise, the study will identify ways to improve transportation to low-income communities in northern Angels Camp.

The project description mentions that the planning study must comply with the current Highway 49/4 Gateway Corridor Study. The project is anticipated to start in February and be completed by February 2020.

Among the total grants, $25 million in sustainable community grants were allocated to 43 local and regional multimodal transportation and land-use planning projects. The goal is help the state reach its planned greenhouse gas reductions of 40 percent to 80 percent below levels recorded in 1990 by 2030 and 2050, respectively.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Candidate to challenge Clapp for District 5

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaversaenterprise.com / December 14, 2017
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Bruce Giudici, 60, announced his intention Wednesday to run for the District 5 seat on the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors.

“I have been concerned about the county’s stability to manage its money,” said Giudici, a Valley Springs resident, via phone conversation. “Someone needs to show some interest in the fiscal aspect of the county so there can be a voice there of somebody who has worked in fiscal oversight. … I don’t see anybody filling that role on the board.”

Giudici was a candidate, along with four others, in the Steve Kearney recall a year ago. Sitting Supervisor Clyde Clapp won the spot with 35 percent of the vote. Giudici received 23 percent of the electorate’s vote.

Aside from his attempt on the board, he faced Sherri Reusche and James Foltz for a seat on the Calaveras Unified School District board in 2004. Reusche eventually won, obtaining 53 percent of the vote.

Giudici will likely again face Clapp, who also said Wednesday via phone conversation he intends to file candidacy papers later this month.

The challenger, a 20-year resident of Calaveras, holds over 25 years of fiscal management. For the past two years, he has been the fiscal officer for the Amador Tuolumne Community Action Agency, a $10 million agency.

Regarding cannabis, a hot button issue in the county, he said he supports regulation. Without it, the county would not have a reliable revenue source to enforce prohibitions.

“To me, the proper financial decision would be to regulate the industry to generate money to provide to law enforcement. It also provides additional education for kids for mental health services,” Giudici said. “Generally, we need the cannabis thing.”

Included in a news release announcing his candidacy were three areas of importance:

Fiscal responsibility: “The primary task of county supervisors is to ensure the county is solvent, with the ability to provide necessary county services with the funds available. Yet, too often, county supervisors have failed to take the time to understand the untapped potential of existing and future budget funds. Governmental budgets and financial statements can seem complicated. There are many individual funds that cannot be mixed because of their particular restrictions. I have the experience to both understand such complex statements that the interest to dig into fund details. Every Calaveras Citizen deserves to understand how and where their precious tax dollars are spent.”

Leadership and vision: “The Calaveras County General Plan has not been updated for a decade, proving the maxim that a failure to plan is a plan for failure. We deserve leadership from our county supervisors that enacts a living general plan that is monitored regularly and updated as needed. One reason for our county’s stagnation is an inability to make important decision transparent and understandable to its citizens.”

Create a foundation for success: “Calaveras County has potential for greatness. While already a beautiful place to live, we have not been successful in generating sufficient tax revenue to fund our police, our schools or basic infrastructure. Budget time is not a fun time for the county – there is never enough money to pay for basic needs.”

“In order to flourish, our local economy must have foundational industries that provide a reliable tax base and solid jobs. Absent sales and property tax revenues, Calaveras County must develop revenue sources that bring in funds from outside the county, as well as keeping local incomes cycling within local business as much as possible.”

“With the current situation of statewide recreational cannabis legalization upon us, Calaveras County should be able to take advantage of an industry in which it can be very competitive over other communities. Tightly regulated cannabis cultivation, marketing and distribution can provide much needed income to business owners and workers and tax dollars to enforce law. I will be willing to work very hard to ensure that safe and responsible cannabis regulation generates the funds to help balance our budgets well into the future, while keeping cultivation out of residential areas. A ban is regulation that generates no revenue for necessary enforcement – thoughtful work needs to be done to ensure a safe, secure and prosperous future.”

________________________________________________________________________________

County tree mortality efforts ramp up

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com / December 14, 2017
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As windy weather increases and dead trees continue to topple in the mid-elevations throughout Calaveras County, officials prepare for their first installment of excavations of bark beetle-afflicted tree trunks.

More than two months after TSS Consultants was selected by county supervisors to be program managers for the tree mortality epidemic, efforts to begin removal should be underway in the Blue Lake Springs community in Arnold in the first quarter of 2018, Tad Mason, CEO of the company, said Dec. 5.

First, the consultants will have to obtain right-of-entry permission from property owners, said county spokeswoman Sharon Torrence. Then they must evaluate which trees must be removed first. From there, they will contract tree fallers to remove the trees.

Physical tree removals are expected to be conducted by April or May of next year, Mason said.

All the trees marked for removal will be along private properties that could threaten county infrastructure, mainly roads, if they were to fall, Torrence said. Currently unknown is how many trees will have to be removed, she said.

Dead trees were the result of a bark beetle epidemic that was made possible by the historically dry conditions earlier this decade. Because many trees did not get enough water, they could not produce enough sap to deter bark beetles that attack the trees’ inner bark.

After they attack, the bugs emit a chemical that attracts other beetles, according to a county tree mortality informational website. The insects congregate in the cambium layers of trees, where they bore tunnels and then mate and lay eggs. Further contributing to the decay, fungus is transmitted inside the trees from adult beetles.

Trees die as beetles begin to lay eggs and the fungus spreads in the subsequently weakened trunks.

A number of the 1.875 million dead Calaveras trees, a 2016 U.S. Forest Service estimation, have started to fall due to windy weather. Two weeks ago, Calaveras County Public Works Director Jeff Crovitz said during a Calaveras County Board of Supervisors meeting that 24 beetle-killed trees were blown over by the wind in the Arnold and Glencoe areas. Some hit power poles and one started a fire.

Crovitz did not respond to numerous requests for additional comment.

Of the nearly 2 million infected trees in the county, more than 200,000 stand on USFS and other federal lands, according to the Forest Service. About 836,000 trees are on private or state-owned property.

Along with county workers, various organizations have taken out drought-devastated trees as well.

Along a parcel where Forest Service personnel spread biochar a few weeks ago near Arnold, personnel estimated the federal agency uprooted 5,000 trees on the 16-acre plot since the fall of 2016.

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. crews have also taken trees from the ground that were close to or threatened the utility’s power poles, said Brandi Merlo, a spokeswoman for the company. They removed 29,231 trees in 2016 and 6,835 in 2017, she said.

Meanwhile, Calaveras officials estimate it could cost more than the $1.2 million they pledged to TSS Consultants to clear identified trees. The state will cover 75 percent of cost through the California Disaster Assistance Act, leaving the county to pay the remaining 25 percent of costs.

Calaveras County Administrative Officer Tim Lutz said Dec. 5 that the state and the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection gave the county an additional $679,196 to put toward its portion of payments because Calaveras was identified as the third-worst county in the state for drought-affected trees.

“We have 13 percent of the state’s dead or dying trees,” Lutz said.

TSS Consultants was selected over Tetra Tech, the arborist Calaveras entered into an agreement with in 2016 to eliminate trees left from the Butte Fire. TSS Consultants is removing bark beetle trees in Amador County; the firm bid $100,000 less for the work than Tetra Tech in Calaveras County.

________________________________________________________________________________

County eyes transient tax rate increase

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com / December 14, 2017

 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Calaveras County supervisors formed an ad hoc committee Tuesday to catalyze efforts to increase the Transient Occupancy Tax across the county.

District 3 Supervisor Michael Oliveira and District 5 Supervisor Clyde Clapp, who represent some of the most and least successful TOT generators in the county, respectively, were appointed to the committee, which will work with community stakeholders to increase the tax imposed on out-of-town visitors and lodgers.

Currently, Calaveras imposes a 6 percent tax on those who stay at hotels and other transient rooming businesses, a figure among the lowest in the state, said Calaveras County Administrative Officer Tim Lutz during a supervisors’ meeting.

“Ten percent is a common number of rural counties similar to ours,” said Lutz. “A couple are looking for a measure to go to 12 percent.”

In 2016, unincorporated areas throughout Calaveras generated $538,271 in TOT receipts, according to the Calaveras County Tax Collector’s Office earlier this year. The total may not have included contributions from Airbnb and vacation rentals made by owners, however, because an ordinance for the county to collect those receipts was not passed until May of this year.

Also, in 2016, Angels Camp, which imposes a 10 percent tax on hoteliers, collected $1.1 million, according to statistics from Dean Runyan Associates, a market research firm.

Any attempt to increase the TOT, which currently benefits the Calaveras County Sheriff’s Office and Calaveras Visitors Bureau, would have to be approved by the voters. County decision makers are currently eyeing the June 5 primary election for a ballot measure.

The ad hoc committee will dissolve within a year or before an election is conducted on the issue, supervisors agreed Tuesday. Initial findings by the committee will be reported next month.

________________________________________________________________________________

Local incumbents, challengers show interest in 2018 primary races

By Alex ManLean / The Union Democrat /December 14, 2017

Campaign season kicked off Thursday with more than a dozen incumbents and challengers in Tuolumne and Calaveras counties picking up paperwork to begin the process of potentially running for public office in the June 5 primary election next year.

Those who pulled papers can now begin collecting signatures from registered voters to reduce or avoid filing fees that range from $398 to $2,000 depending on the office. They must file the required amount of eligible signatures to the elections office in their respective counties by Feb. 7.

Picking up the paperwork on the first day they are allowed to by law indicates a strong intention of ultimately running for office, though they can decide not to at any time.

Tuolumne County Clerk and Auditor-Controller Debi Bautista, who also oversees elections in the county as the registrar of voters, said people have pulled the “signatures-in-lieu” paperwork and then decided not to run in past years.

“They could still just be testing the waters,” said Bautista, “especially in those races where multiple people have indicated their intention to run.”

Local positions that will be on the 2018 election ballot in Tuolumne County are District 2 county supervisor, District 3 county supervisor, sheriff-coroner, district attorney, two superior court judges, county clerk and auditor-controller, treasurer-tax collector, assessor-recorder and superintendent of schools.

Potential candidates for county supervisor must collect 449 signatures in District 2 and 441 in District 3 to avoid paying a filing fee, while all other countywide offices require 2,219 signatures.

There will also be two seats up for grabs on the Sonora City Council that are currently held by incumbents Jim Garventa and George Segarini, but they don’t have to pay filing fees. Each seat carries a four-year term.

The ballot in Calaveras County will include county supervisor seats in districts 3 and 5, sheriff, district attorney, coroner-public administrator, superintendent of schools, treasurer-tax collector, county clerk-recorder, assessor, and auditor-controller.

People vying for county supervisor in District 3 must collect 427 signatures to avoid having to pay the filing fee, while those in District 5 must collect 393. All other countywide offices require 2,035 signatures.

To ultimately get on the June 5 ballot, candidates can start pulling nomination papers on Feb. 12 and must file them with their respective elections office by March 9 after collecting between 20 to 40 signatures and paying whatever filing fee is still needed.

Any position where the incumbent is not running gets until March 14.

All of the local positions that will be on the ballot in each county are four-year terms, except for the two judgeships in Tuolumne County that each serve for six years.

All of the local races could head to potential runoffs in the Nov. 6 general election between the top two vote-getters unless one of the candidates in the June 5 primary receives more than half of the votes cast.

Tuolumne County
As of 3:45 p.m. Thursday, incumbents Bautista, District Attorney Laura Krieg, Sheriff Jim Mele, Presiding Superior Court Judge Donald Segerstrom and Assessor-Recorder Kaenan Whitman had picked up their signatures-in-lieu paperwork from the Tuolumne County Elections Office.

Bautista said incumbent Superintendent of Schools Margie Bulkin, District 2 Supervisor Randy Hanvelt and District 3 Supervisor Evan Royce have all previously indicated their intentions to run for re-election.

Former District 3 Supervisor Laurie Sylwester pulled papers to begin the process of potentially challenging Royce, who would be seeking his third consecutive term after running unopposed for reelection in 2014.

Sylwester, an art professor at Columbia College, didn’t seek re-election after her first term from 1999 to 2003.

The district includes the township of Tuolumne, Ponderosa Hills, Twain Harte, Mi-Wuk Village, and all other communities to the east of Highway 108.

Ryan Campbell also pulled paperwork Thursday to begin the process of a potential bid for the District 2 seat currently held by Hanvelt, a retired General Electric executive who would also be seeking his third consecutive term on the board.

Campbell works as an administrative analyst for the county in the Office of Emergency Services. He previously worked as a journalist and was deputy editor of The Union Democrat.

The district includes the communities of Soulsbyville, Willow Springs, Crystal Falls, Phoenix Lake Country Club Estates, Brentwood Park, Cedar Ridge, and areas north of Big Hill Road.

Michelle Ronning picked up paperwork Thursday for a bid to become the next Tuolumne County treasurer-tax collector as incumbent Shelley Piech has announced she will not seek re-election and is retiring after 25 years of working for the county. (See story on Page A2 for more about Piech’s retirement.)

Ronning, of Groveland, has worked in the county Treasurer and Tax Collector’s Office as the revenue recovery manager since June 2013. She serves directly under Piech and helps manage the office’s three departments.

This will mark Ronning’s first time running for public office.

“I love my job and want to keep our team together,” Ronning said. “I think it would be a more natural progression (for her to take over for Piech) than anyone from outside, but there will definitely be some learning involved.”

The other judgeship that will be on the ballot is currently held by incumbent Judge Kevin Seibert, though he did not pick up paperwork for collecting signatures in-lieu of filing fees as of about 3:45 p.m. Thursday.

Calaveras County
In Calaveras County, incumbent County Clerk-Recorder Rebecca Turner, Superintendent of Schools Scott Nanik, and District 5 Supervisor Clyde Clapp had pulled papers as of about 3:45 p.m. Thursday.

Bruce Giudici will potentially challenge incumbent Clapp for county supervisor in District 5.

Giudici works as the fiscal officer for the Amador-Tuolumne Community Action Agency, a joint-powers authority comprised of Tuolumne and Amador counties that also provides services to Calaveras, Mariposa and Alpine counties.

Clapp was elected to the seat in November 2016 following the recall of former District 5 County Supervisor Steve Kearney. Giudici also ran in that election and in came in third with 594 votes ahead of David Tunno in fourth with 510, but behind Robert Bowerman in second with 612 votes and Clapp with 922.

The district includes the communities of Milton, Jenny Lind and Rancho Calaveras.

Gary Stevens, a former Calaveras County deputy who currently works as an investigator for the Amador County District Attorney’s Office, pulled papers to a possible run at sheriff.

Stevens was a finalist for the job following the death of former Sheriff Gary Kuntz. Incumbent Sheriff Rick DiBasilio was selected over Stevens by the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors in May 2016.

Auditor-Controller Rebecca Callen announced in October she would not be seeking re-election next year.

Federal and state
Voters in both counties will see federal primary races for U.S. Senator and U.S. Representative for California’s Congressional District 4.

Incumbent Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein has announced she’s running for re-election to the office she’s held since 1992. At 84, she’s currently the older serving U.S. Senator.

Meanwhile, incumbent U.S. Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Elk Grove, is facing potential challenges from both Democrats and a fellow Republican as he seeks a sixth consecutive two-year term representing California’s Congressional District 4.

Democrats Jessica Morse, Roza Calderon, Regina Bateson and Richard Martin have announced their candidacies and begun fundraising to unseat the veteran politician. Republican Steven Castellano has announced his bid as well.

Under California’s top-two primary system, the two candidates who receive the most votes regardless of party will advance to a runoff in the November general election.

Morse surprised many earlier this year by raising more money than McClintock in the third quarter of the year. She had about $248,000 left in cash to spend as of Sept. 30, while he had about $354,000.

In November, the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee added the largely Republican district to its list of targets in 2018 following Morse’s strong quarter of fundraising and Democratic victories in traditionally red districts elsewhere.

The large district spans 10 mostly rural counties from Truckee south to the Sequoia National Forest, including Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, Fresno, Mariposa, Madera, Nevada, Placer, and Tuolumne.

Assemblyman Frank Bigelow, R-O’Neals, is looking to be re-elected to his fourth consecutive terms representing the Fifth Assembly District, which includes Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, Madera, Mariposa, Mono, Placer and Tuolumne counties.

The seat representing the Eighth State Senate District that State Sen. Tom Berryhill, R-Modesto, has held onto since December 2014 will be wide open as Berryhill will term out after 12 years in the California State Legislature.

Other statewide primary races that Mother Lode voters will see on their June 5 ballot are governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, controller, treasurer, attorney general, insurance commissioner, and superintendent of public instruction.

______________________________________________________________________________
