Weekly ReCAP for November 24, 2017
_________________________________

Happy Thanksgiving!!

_________________________________
Next CPC meeting - Dec. 4, Cheesbrough Room, Main Library in San Andreas 2-4p.m., 1-2 “Brown Bag session.

1-2 “Brown Bag” guests will be members of the Foothills Community Park & Recreation group who will discuss the potential shooting center and regional park plans in the Valley Springs area.  The guests will give details, vision and plans and answer questions.
______________________________________________________________________________

Nov 28 BOS regular meeting canceled 

Nov. 29 PC meeting, see associated meeting article below

______________________________________________________________________________

Meeting is Nov. 29

Planning Commission mulls cannabis ordinance

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com / Nov 21, 2017

 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

The Calaveras County Planning Commission will review a proposed regulatory ordinance on Nov. 29, in hopes of submitting the document to the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors by the middle of next month.

Calaveras County Planning Director Peter Maurer said the hearing, scheduled to take place inside the Board of Supervisors Chambers at the Government Center in San Andreas, should conclude within the day.

Deliberations will be made on a county-crafted ordinance that has been based on suggestions District 1 Supervisor Gary Tofanelli made during an Oct. 24 hearing. Per requirements he outlined, all outdoor cannabis grows could only occur on parcels zoned Agriculture One, Agricultural Preserve and General Forestry of 50 acres or more. Light industry and business park zones would be the only areas people would be able to grow indoors.

The county would cap farms here at 50 applicants to start with, to allow the county to control the process. Marijuana farming would be halted within 30 days of Tofanelli’s proposal’s approval.

Tofanelli said during the hearing that he would only approve a regulatory document if all of his suggestions were followed.

On the other hand, supervisors could instead adopt a comprehensive ban after regulatory discussions, Maurer said. Decision makers can do anything within the range of what was analyzed by the project’s environmental impact report, he added.

“It could all happen in the same day,” Maurer said.

The meeting starts at 8:30 a.m.
______________________________________________________________________________
Visiting Economist Discusses Housing Trends, GOP Tax Plan

11/16/2017 6:01 pm PST
64
Tori James, MML News Reporter



Sonora, CA — Local business leaders this week got to hear an expert’s insights on the economy, state and local real estate trends — and what average Americans should brace for should Congressional tax reform plans pass.

A packed luncheon meeting hosted by the Tuolumne County Business Council at the Tuolumne County Association of Realtors offices on Wednesday featured analysis and insights from Senior Economist Oscar Wei from the California Association of Realtors (CAR). Wei says the GOP tax reform proposal contains several provisions that weaken the incentive to own homes. The package passed the US House of Representatives Thursday and awaits a Senate vote.

Among the problematic measures impacting the real estate market, according to Wei, are plans to reduce the mortgage interest deduction (MID) cap from $1 million to $500,000 – and to eliminate it on second homes. Too, homeowners would lose the ability to deduct interest on home equity loans and there would be a $10,000 cap on property tax deductions. The reform package would also require owners to reside in homes for five years instead of the current two years in order to avoid paying capital gains taxes; it would furthermore restrict the ability to benefit from such sales to once every five years instead of every two.

Wei notes that should the tax reform package pass as it is currently written, the cost of owning a home will increase in high cost states like California; the new capital gains tax requirement will further constrain the already limited housing supply; home values will also take a hit as tax saving benefits disappear.

The Economy: Doing Better
If it feels like the economy is improving is because, overall, it is, Wei confirms. Nationally, over the third quarter this year, economic growth remained solid — despite the impact of devastating hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria — as investment spending remained strong. Like him or not, Wei says, President Trump’s “business friendly” climate has encouraged businesses to invest in growing. Impressively, the GDP reflected a three percent increase for the quarter. Consumer spending was up 2.4 percent. While unemployment inched up in August, it still came in near recent lows at 4.1 percent. While nationally U.S. job growth came in up 1.4 percent, in California it was 1.7 percent. Inflation, trending up since July, was up 2.2 percent.

While the economy was sluggish earlier this year, Wei says it began to bounce back in the second quarter and forecasts that it should continue to grow for the next couple more. However, even though the housing market is doing okay now, sales growth is beginning to visibly slow in California due to affordability and supply issues. He also notes that while interest rates are still low they should rise in 2018.

Other Housing Trends
According to Wei, a trend that is likely on the upswing is “out-migration” to more affordable areas such as “outskirt” counties like Tuolumne that are within a couple of hours of a major city. “Ten years ago people would be determining where they wanted to live by going to a place where they could go to find a job. Today it is still the same but with less restrictions, because now you can actually do your work online,” Wei emphasizes. “It is not as limited as before because you can be in very remote counties two hours away from where your employer is and still do your work and turn it in.”

Statewide, the median price continues to grow. It came in at just under $553,500 in September. In Tuolumne County, according to TCAR, the current median list price is about $315,000 and the average list price is $381,000. While CAR estimates that less than 50 percent of Tuolumne County residents are able to purchase a median priced home, in pricey markets like the Bay Area it is more like 25 percent even with higher salaries.

According to TCAR, in Tuolumne County the average sale price for homes grew year over year from last year by 9 percent to $303,000. Days on the market decreased by two to 127 days on the market. Last year to date there were 732 homes sold versus 815 this year. There are currently 465 houses for sale, representing a five-month inventory. Of these, 250 are in the “wage-earner” price range between $150,000 and $450,000, which is a less than three-month inventory.

Housing Squeeze Starting To Pinch
Along with the improving economy Wei says greater numbers of Millennials and other first-time buyers are entering the housing market for the first time and that household growth rates continue to support housing demand. While sales are improving in mid and high priced segments they are declining at the lower price points due to dwindling supply.

Adding to the housing squeeze, longtime homeowners – especially Baby Boomers — are not moving as much as in the past for a variety of reasons. Among these are wanting to maintain their current lower mortgage rate or property tax payment; avoiding a capital gains hit and/or dealing with finding affordability elsewhere. Heavily contributing to California’s housing shortage is a lagging construction pace due to a number of issues with getting projects approved. In fact, projections are that the gap between the state’s housing needs and demand will exceed two million units by 2030.

These are all reasons, Wei says, why CAR is proposing a what the group is calling a Tax Portability Initiative. It would allow homeowners age 55 or older to transfer some of their Prop 13 property tax base to a home of any price located in California any number of times. This would incentivize seniors to move and retain some property tax protections while also creating homeownership opportunities for young families.

Wei’s Projections For The Year Ahead
Wei forecasts the economy will wind up at the end of 2017 with an overall 2.1 percent GDP that will perhaps improve to 2.3 percent in 2018. He sees nonfarm job growth at 1.4 percent for 2017 declining to 1.2 percent next year. For California he puts the figures respectively at 1.6 and 1.2 percent. Unemployment, which he says will likely end up this year nationally at 4.4 percent will further shrink over 2018 to 4.2 percent. For California, he says the figures will likely be 4.8 and 4.6 percent.

Regarding disposable income, Wei nationally projects a 2.1 percent rise for 2017, further growing to 3 percent in 2018. The California he says the likely numbers will respectively come in at 4.1 and 4.3 percent.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) he puts at 2 percent for this year and 2.2 percent by the end of next year. As for 30-year fixed rate mortgages, he indicates that the rate will wind up at 4 percent for 2017 and grow to 4.3 percent in 2018.

______________________________________________________________________________

Opponents seek to block AT&T cell tower in Jamestown

Alex MacLean / The Uniom Democrat / November 17, 2017

A homeowner, two locally owned communications companies, and parents of students at Sierra Waldorf School want the Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors to reverse the recent approval of a 105-foot AT&T cell tower on Dante Drive in Jamestown, part of the Heavenly Hills subdivision.

The board is scheduled to hold a public hearing at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday to consider an appeal filed against the Tuolumne County Planning Commission’s approval of the project at a meeting on Oct. 4.

“It’s way too close to a school with many children,” said Wendy Seidel, mother of a fourth-grader and seventh-grader who attend the private Sierra Waldorf School about 3,000 feet from where the tower would be located.

According to a report by county staff, the tower would include up to 12 antennas, 19 remote radio units, one outdoor equipment cabinet, and one 35-kilowatt standby propane generator within a 1,800-square-foot compound surrounded by a chain-link fence.

The report stated that the facility would be designated to accommodate up to three wireless carriers, 21 remote radio units and 36 antennas in the future.

Potential benefits from the tower’s construction cited by the report included equipment that would accommodate new high-speed wireless data services that would help Jamestown residents and others in the south county area.

Notices were sent in April to the owners of 18 parcels within 1,000 feet of the tower’s proposed location, with two sending back letters in opposition and one in favor.

Concerns raised by the opponents included the tower’s potential for obstructing the views from their property, decreasing property values, and possible health effects from electromagnetic fields that would be emitted.

One of the opposition letters included an article from a website called NaturalNews detailing research findings from Brazil that linked 7,000 cancer deaths to electromagnetic fields.

On Oct. 13, the county received a formal appeal to the commission’s approval of the project from Dante Drive homeowner Raul Vaughn.

Vaughn alleged in his appeal that proper notice was not given to all property owners within 1,000 feet of the project, that it would violate the Heavenly Hills subdivision’s covenants, conditions and restrictions, and it doesn’t blend in with the natural landscape, among other concerns.

Addendums to the appeal were also submitted by Ben Hulet, of Mother Lode Internet, and David and Sonja Harris, of Conifer Communications.

Hulet and the Harrises stated that proper notice was not given to affected businesses as required by the Economic Development Element of the Tuolumne County General Plan. Their letters also took issue with the project’s use of public funds, which they said was unfair.

The project will use money from the Connect America Fund, a program under the auspices of the Federal Communications Commission to provide high-speed internet in underserved areas.

“This project is an out-of-town, ‘big-box’ provider of communications and data, funded by public monies (under CAF2), in competing with local providers of such services,” Hulet wrote, noting that the area is already served by Mother Lode Internet, Conifer Communications and other existing providers.

Stephanie Dowdle, of Epic Wireless, the company working with AT&T to construct the tower, said she could not directly comment on the source of funding for the project but confirmed that the Connect America Fund was involved.

Dowdle said she would refer questions to AT&T representatives, but no one called back by Friday evening.

Parents of students at Sierra Waldorf School who are opposed to the project said they didn’t hear about it until after the commission’s approval on Oct. 4.

Sierra Waldorf Administrator Kim Pendleton said the school was staying neutral on the issue but allowing parents to gather signatures for petitions against the tower.

“Some parents feel very strongly about this happening and other parents don’t feel strongly about it,” Pendleton said. “We don’t want to take a stand because it’s not clearly a 100 percent majority at our school.”

Seidel, chairwoman of the school’s Parent Association Council, said she and several other parents were gathering petitions and writing letters to the Board of Supervisors urging them to overturn the project’s approval.

The main concern from parents is the effect that electromagnetic fields emitted by the tower could have on their children who are at the school for most of the day.

“Those cell tower pulses are 24 hours a day, seven days a week and reach out a mile-and-a-half in every direction,” Seidel said. “Since cell phones have become so useful in the past 20 years, they’re just now finding out about the health effects.”

______________________________________________________________________________

Sonora leaders to discuss cannabis ordinance

6894730
Alex MacLean / The Union Democrat / November 17, 2017
City of Sonora leaders will consider introducing a proposed ordinance Monday night that would outlaw outdoor cultivation of medical and recreational cannabis within city limits, set restrictions on indoor growing, and enact a temporary ban on cannabis-related businesses.

“It prescribes how medical or recreational personal grows can occur and places restrictions on all commercial activities,” City Administrator Tim Miller said of the proposal.

Miller said the Sonora City Council will then consider final approval of the ordinance at its next regularly scheduled meeting on Dec. 4. If approved, the ordinance would take effect after Jan. 1.

The proposal is based on recommendations developed by the city’s Marijuana Working Group at a series of public meetings held over the past several months.

California voters approved legalizing the drug for recreational purposes when they passed Proposition 64 in November 2016, with 57 percent casting a ballot in favor of the measure.

As a result, state law now allows people 21 and over to possess up to an ounce of marijuana and grow up to six plants at their residence. Cities and counties can restrict outdoor cultivation and cannabis businesses.

Miller said local agencies can place “reasonable” restrictions on indoor growing, but can’t outright ban a person from having six plants.

The city’s proposed ordinance would limit the total number of plants that can be grown inside a residence to six, require the grower to get permission from the legal property owners, require indoor grows to follow existing city building codes and allow the city to recover enforcement costs for violations, require the grows to be enclosed by a lockable door to prevent children from getting their hands on the drug, and include a filtration system.

Miller said the main reason the working group recommended a ban on outdoor growing is because the three-square-mile city is characterized by relatively smaller lots than the rest of the unincorporated area of the county.

“We don’t have the luxury of creating setbacks and allowing that to occur, along with a lot of other issues that outdoor growing invites,” Miller said. “We’re concerned about being a good neighbor, and outdoor grows create nuisances that we can avoid if we don’t allow that type of activity.”

Roughly 200 people attended a meeting Tuesday night at the Sonora Opera Hall where the Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors considered proposed regulations on growing cannabis for personal use in the unincorporated area.

Following pleas from dozens of people who attended the meeting, the board opted to allow limited outdoor growing only for those in certain zoning districts with one-acre of land or more per parcel.

The Angels Camp City Council voted to ban all outdoor growing and cannabis businesses, including manufacturing centers, testing facilities and dispensaries, at a meeting last Monday where many in attendance loudly opposed easing local restrictions on the newly legal drug.

Miller said he anticipates the Sonora City Council to provide direction Monday for drafting a separate ordinance after Jan. 1 for regulating cannabis businesses based on the working group’s recommendations.

The working group recommended allowing cannabis distribution centers for medicinal use only in certain commercial and manufacturing zoning districts, as well as commercial indoor cultivation sites, manufacturing facilities and testing laboratories in limited manufacturing zones.

Limited manufacturing zones currently don’t exist in the city, according to the city’s General Plan, but will be added through future annexations of land adjacent to the current city limits that will not be highly visible from major thoroughfares like highways 108 and 49.

How city residents will respond to the proposals compared to those in other areas that have recently tackled the controversial issue remains to be seen.

About 56 percent of the 2,000-plus registered voters within the city limits voted in favor of Proposition 64 in the November 2016 election, compared to about 52.3 percent of Tuolumne County as a whole who voted yes on the measure.

Storm drain follow-up

The council is also scheduled to consider Doug Kennedy’s request to move forward with granting a public utility easement to Pacific Gas and Electric Co. for providing electricity to his beer garden project that’s under construction at 208 S. Green St.

At its last meeting on Nov. 6, the council approved Kennedy’s request to remove the construction of a new storm drain manhole as a requirement for granting him the easement out of concern that the work could cause damage to the rock-lined storm drain built in the mid-to-late-1800s.

Several people protested the change to the agreement at the last meeting, including City Engineer Jerry Fuccillo, former city Public Works Supervisor Bill Seldon and a number of city residents.

The council voted to approve the change pending approval of a contract for access to an existing manhole located within the future beer garden.

Kennedy’s team is now requesting the easement be granted prior to the contract’s approval so the utility work can be scheduled with PG&E.

City staff didn’t have an objection to allowing the work to proceed while the contract is being finalized.

Kennedy has said he plans to open the beer garden on April 20 next year.

______________________________________________________________________________

Jobless Rate Falls In State And Mother Lode

11/18/2017 9:36 am PST
132
Tracey Petersen, MML News Reporter

Sacramento, CA — The state’s unemployment rate fell to 4.9 percent in October, down from 5.1 percent in September and 5.3 percent in October 2016.

Tuolumne County’s rate dropped to 4.6 percent in October from 4.9-percent in in the previous month.  Calaveras County’s rate fell from 4.5-percent in September to 4.2 percent last month.

The California Employment Development Department released its jobs figures on Friday showing that employers added 31,700 nonfarm payroll jobs last month. Six of 11 industry sectors added most of those jobs. Leisure and hospitality posted the largest increase with a gain of 15,300 jobs, followed by educational and health services, up 8,500, and government, up 4,800. The largest declines were in other services down 1,900 jobs and just behind that is information, which saw a 1,700 drop in jobs.

San Mateo County edged out 2.6 percent Marin County with a 2.5 percent unemployment rate making it the lowest while Imperial County held onto the highest rate at 20.9 percent. The national jobless rate was 4.1 percent last month.

______________________________________________________________________________

Getting A Handle On Lightning Strike Fires In The Forest

11/18/2017 11:13 am PST
5
Tracey Petersen, MML News Reporter

Sonora, CA — Mother Nature has assisted in either containing or extinguishing the blazes, according to Forest Service officials.

Stanislaus National Forest fire officials report the Summit Complex Fire, which includes the Douglas, Willow and McCormick blazes, has been declared out while the Creek Fire is100 percent contained and the Bummers Fire is considered controlled.

“The wet weather over the past week made conditions too wet for these fires to continue,” said Clint Gould, acting deputy fire chief. “Any fire activity on the Creek or Bummers fire is very low intensity and both fires are completely contained.”

The fires broke out this summer and were allowed to burn in an attempt to reduce ground fuels with firefighters monitoring the flames. However, the recent wet weather has put out the Complex Fire and diminished the flames on the Creek and Bummers fires. In regards to their status, Forest spokesperson Diana Fredlund explains, “Basically contained means if there are fire hoses or fire breaks completely surrounding a fire that is contained. Controlled is the probability that it would escape the fire’s containment lines. So, the Creek Fire is contained and the Bummers Fire is controlled, which means it is not likely the flames will break the fire lines around it.”

Fredlund advises that fire crews will keep an eye on both of those fires until they are also declared out.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Update: Wireless Tower Appeal Off Supervisors Agenda

11/21/2017 7:15 am PST
32
Tracey Petersen and B.J. Hansen, MML News Team

Update at 7:15 a.m.:  A Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors public hearing scheduled for 1:30 p.m. today regarding an appeal of the planning commission’s approval of a 105 ft. tall wireless tower in the Jamestown area has been cancelled.  The decision came last night due to a citizen bringing up concerns of a lack of public notice before the initial commission meeting. The issue will now be kicked back to the commission to reconsider after holding another public hearing, which has yet to be scheduled. (Full details on the wireless tower and the objections of those who are opposing its to its approval are below.)

Original post Monday (Nov. 20) 1 p.m.: Sonora, CA — The Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors will review an appeal filed over a planning commission’s decision to approve a 105 ft. tall wireless tower in the Jamestown area.

The project application was submitted by Epic Wireless and the proposed tower will be utilized by AT&T to improve coverage in Jamestown. However, appeals to the supervisors were filed by both Raul Vaugn, a nearby property owner, and Ben Hulet, CEO and President of Mother Lode Internet. Concerns listed to the county were related to a failure to give notice to affected businesses, whether it is consistent with the General Plan, the possible negative impact on nearby property values and whether a thorough analysis was completed. The tower would be situated at the intersection of French Flat Road and Rawhide Road. To read an earlier story detailing the project, click here.
In addition, the supervisors will hear a presentation from Jason Kuiken, the new leader of the Stanislaus National Forest. Also, the board is expected to vote on approving a new Tuolumne County Library Director. An un-named finalist has emerged and the individual is expected to be named at the meeting. The position has been vacant over the past several years but the funding was restored this year. Tuesday’s meeting starts at 9am.

______________________________________________________________________________

Citizens’ cannabis ordinance nixed

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com / Nov 21, 2017
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Aspirations to qualify an ordinance that would regulate the cannabis industry for an election next June have died, after opposition from the county’s largest organized group of marijuana farmers suppressed efforts.

The Calaveras Cannabis Alliance fought the ordinance that would have set out to permanently regulate marijuana, said proponent Bob Bowerman. He was told the alliance feared his efforts would compromise their leverage in negotiating policy with county supervisors.

“We don’t want to interfere with what (the alliance) is doing,” Bowerman said.

In addition to seeking to maintain negotiation leverage, CCA’s leader, Trevor Wittke, said Bowerman’s efforts did not have industry support. Many were also skeptical in his ability to “spearhead” the effort, Wittke added.

“He had to get the ordinance certified by the middle of the month to qualify for a June election,” Wittke said. “He essentially had a two-week timeframe. We didn’t feel it was sufficient time to move a successful initiative through.”

The alliance was not the first group to oppose the prospective ordinance that Bowerman admitted was a work in process during multiple meetings this month to discuss his efforts.

Local watchdog and Rancho Calaveras resident Ben Stopper acknowledged during a Nov. 14 gathering in San Andreas that he would have fought Bowerman if he submitted the proposed ordinance to county officials for review the next day, which was the original plan.

Stopper eventually backed off after Bowerman said campaigners were going to take time to vet the community to find a working compromise for everyone before submission. In an admission of relief, Stopper said Bowerman was basing his ordinance off a 20-year-old outdated General Plan.

“It is like you are shooting in the dark,” Stopper said.

Despite all the opposition, Bowerman said during a phone interview Nov. 17 that his efforts, a year-and-a-half in the making, may not be over. He will base his next step on whatever county supervisors decide to do regarding cannabis cultivation.

Currently, supervisors are mulling two proposals in Calaveras: an outright ban on cannabis and another that would reduce the number of farms in the county to 50. Bowerman said he would proceed with his efforts if either option was adopted without changes.

But the document could look different than it does today if he decides to continue to the electorate in the coming months. It also would not happen before the gubernatorial election next November.

Bowerman received a lot of criticism about the idea of splitting the county into a growing district, made up of supervisorial Districts 2 and 3, and a dry location, consisting of Districts 1, 4 and 5. Bowerman said he could remove that stipulation altogether.

As for the CCA, the group’s objection is the second time the group has declined to publicly endorse a citizens’ attempt to permanently regulate cannabis in Calaveras.

Prapanna Smith, a proponent of the Measure D initiative that lost by about 1,600 votes at the polls last year, said during a phone interview last month that the alliance did not expressly endorse the measure, which was heavily promoted by the recently deceased Barden Stevenot.

Wittke, who did not become the executive director of CCA until June, said the alliance did not oppose the measure, but it did not support it either. Leadership was concerned support would compromise negotiation leverage with county officials who were against the measure.

In closed circles and private conversations, the CCA recommended to its members they vote for the measure, Wittke said. Many also donated money in support of the campaign, he added.

Wittke acknowledged, however, the lack of endorsement could have led to the eventual demise of Measure D, a theme Smith also echoed. Not doing so was a miscalculation, said Wittke, who was not a member of the CCA board of directors at the time.

“I do believe if we had wider support from CCA, it would have passed,” said Smith, a registered Calaveras farmer. “The votes we didn’t get, we could have gotten if we had more unity on the industry side.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

Calaveras Enterprise public cannabis forum (Thanks, Colleen!)

The issues surrounding the legalization of recreational marijuana have created an unprecedented political divide among Calaveras residents... As the newspaper of record for the community, we strive to provide our readers with a balanced and objective presentation of the facts. In that same spirit, we are now creating a forum where members of this community can contribute to the debate with facts and reasoned statements of their views on this important issue...

Calaveras Enterprise, November 21, 2017

http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/mjpublicforum/
______________________________________________________________________________

La Contenta residents challenge HOA on road assessment

By Nick Baptists / The Valley Springs News / November 22, 2017

  Residents living along Hartvickson Lane, Huckleberry Lane and Vista Del Lago Drive in La Contenta subdivision have submitted a petition to their homeowner’s association challenging annual assessments for road maintenance.

   Approximately 50 home-owners along these roads signed the petition seeking an end to nearly $300 fee and reimbursement for past years’ fees.

   La Contenta resident Jon Dick is spearheading the challenge.  He submitted the petition and made a presentation at last week’s La Contenta Homeowners Association Board of Directors meeting.

   Signatures on the petition represent nearly 95 percent of the homeowners who live along those streets that are maintained by the county and not the homeowner’s association, Dick said.

   “We’re essentially being assessed and getting nothing in return,” he added.

   Dick, who was a member of the homeowner’s board in 2009, has his presentation cut short by the board president and told to sit down.

   If the board ignores the petition, Dick said they plan to file complaints with the Center for California Homeowners Association Law, State Sen. Tom Berryhill and State Assemblyman Frank Bigelow.

   They will also seek representation by a law office specializing in homeowner association law and pursue a settlement through Alternative Dispute Resolution.

   Personally, Dick said he felt his First Amendment rights were violated when he made his presentation and was told to take a seat.  He is contemplating legal action against the board.

______________________________________________________________________________

Legal Rancho grow site found out of compliance, arrest made

The Valley Springs News / November 22, 2017

   One man was arrested and nearly 300 marijuana plants seized Thursday from a registered grow site that was out of compliance in Rancho Calaveras.

   According to the Sheriff’s Office, deputies and code compliance officers attempted to conduct a compliance inspection of the registered indoor personal marijuana grow site on the 3500 block of Dunn Road.

   Deputies were unable to make contact with anyone at the residence but heard movement and a cell phone ringing inside.  They obtained a search warrant and made entry after continuing to receive no answer at the front door.

   Deputies made contact with Lin Bin Wei, 66 from Chicago, Ill., once inside.  He reportedtly was in a bedroom and did not comply with the deputies’ commands.  Wei was detained and later arrested on suspicion of illegal cultivation of marijuana.

   Deputies eradicated 261 marijuana plants from the areas of the residence where growing was not permitted.  These plants were being grown illegally and separate from an additional 200 square feet of permitted growing space.  Approximately 43 pounds of processed marijuana was seized.

   In addition, the registered grows located inside the residence were measured and determined to be over the permitted square footage.  Another 21 marijuana plants were seized from those areas.

   Wei was booked into Calaveras County Jail and bail was set at $15,000.

___________________________________________________________________________
