Weekly ReCAP for September 15, 2017
_________________________________
Meetings coming up:
Sept. 23-- CAP/CPC Fundraising Event
Sept. 28-29-Oct. 2 PC hearings for Cannabis EIR
Oct. 2 – Next CPC meeting, 1:30-4:00 pm, Chesebrough Room, Main Library, San Andreas
Oct. 17-BOS hearing for Cannabis EIR
_________________________________
The Cannabis Ordinance Final Environmental Impact Report is now posted at :http://cannabis.calaverasgov.us/CEQA/Cannabis-Ord-DEIR
 

Final Environmental Impact Report
The Final EIR is now available for public review.  The FEIR consists of three primary components:  responses to the comments submitted on the Draft EIR, revisions to the DEIR based on those comments, and a mitigation monitoring and reporting program.  Printed copies and CDs are available for purchase at the Planning Department office at 891 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas.
The Planning Commission has scheduled a public hearing to consider a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors on the proposed ordinance and the adequacy of the EIR at 9:00 a.m. Thursday, September 28, 2017 at the San Andreas Town Hall, 24 Church Hill Street.
_____________________________________________________________________________
P.O. Box 935, San Andreas, CA 95249 ● (209) 772-1463 ● www.calaverascap.com
 
don’t miss CAP’s
 
FALL EQUINOX FUNDRAISING EVENT
 
September 23, 2017, 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
9033 Old Toll Road, Mokelumne Hill, CA
 
CHICKEN-IN-A-BARREL DINNER
$25 adults ● $10 children under 12
no-host beer and wine bar
 
SILENT AUCTION AND RAFFLE
4 nights South Lake Tahoe Townhouse
4 nights Lake Almanor Cottage
guided Sierra Nevada hike
wine, restaurant dining, & more
 
LIVE MUSIC
 
for tickets send your name, address and check to CAP/CPC,
POB 935, San Andreas, 95249 with “tickets” in the subject line
or call Jenny Fuqua for will call tickets and
additional information: 209-559-2455
______________________________________________________________________________

It’s not too late to get tickets for CAP’s FALL EQUINOX FUNDRAISER on Saturday, September 23. Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for children under 12. For tickets send your name, address and check to CAP/CPC, POB 935, San Andreas, 95249 with “tickets” in the subject line or call Jenny Fuqua for will call tickets and additional information: 209-559-2455. Ticket requests that are received after September 18 will be held at will call. Attendees will enjoy a delicious chicken-in-a barrel dinner, live music, and a silent auction featuring vacation get-a-ways in South Lake Tahoe, Lake Almanor West, and Willow Creek in Sonoma County. There will also be dozens of raffle items and a no-host beer and wine bar featuring Lagunitas beer and ale. Hope to see you there!
______________________________________________________________________________


Foothill Conservancy’s Mokelumne River Cleanup scheduled for Saturday, September 16

 
Foothill Conservancy invites everyone to join in the 2017 Mokelumne River Cleanup on Saturday, September 16, from 8:30 am until noon. The event will focus on the Mokelumne’s Electra Run south of Jackson, the most-popular section of the river. The annual, family-friendly event gives people an opportunity to protect the Mokelumne’s water quality and clean up recreational sites while enjoying a beautiful morning along our local river.

 
 “The Mokelumne River cleanup volunteers remove trash and recyclables from the river. Every year they share the satisfaction of making our river pleasurable and safe for all, from the wildlife that live there to the people who enjoy the river for fishing, swimming, picnicking and paddling.” said Carolyn Schooley, cleanup coordinator. “We welcome participation by groups as well as individuals.”

 
The Mokelumne River Cleanup is part of the annual Great Sierra River Cleanup, sponsored by the state Sierra Nevada Conservancy. Get information about additional Great Sierra River Clean-Up locations, including those coordinated by EBMUD near Pardee and Camanche Reservoirs.
 
All participants must register in advance by going online to www.foothillconservancy.org or by calling Carolyn at (209) 223-3508. Volunteers under 18 are welcome, but must have adult supervision. Minors must turn in a liability release signed by a parent or legal guardian. Liability releases can be found on the Conservancy website.

 

Volunteers should wear sturdy boots and long pants, and bring work gloves, a hat, sunscreen, insect repellant and a water bottle. Coffee, water and snacks will be provided.

 
Foothill Conservancy of Jackson is the leading conservation group involved in the protection and restoration of the upper Mokelumne River. The organization is actively pursuing river conservation, wise water planning and watershed restoration efforts in our area.

For more information, contact Carolyn at 209-223-3508 or Carolyn@foothillconservancy.org. 
____________________________________________________________________________

The Tuolumne River Film Festival is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Sunday at Menlo Atherton Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield in Atherton, outside Palo Alto. Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the door. For more information, go online to www.tuolumne.org/events/filmfestival. The Tuolumne River Trust is a nonprofit organization with offices in Sonora, Modesto and San Francisco. For more information, go online to www.tuolumne.org online.
____________________________________________________________________________

Public hearing planned for report on cannabis growing in Calaveras County

Guy McCarthy / The Union Democrat / September 8, 2017

A 426-page final environmental impact report has been released for a proposed ordinance to ban commercial cannabis cultivation in Calaveras County, a step in a process that began more than a year ago.

The report concludes commercial cannabis cultivation has unavoidable adverse effects in Calaveras County that expose people to objectionable odors and creates a long-term increase in traffic.

Prepared by consultant Ascent Environmental Inc. of Sacramento, the final report includes responses to comments made by individuals and public agencies on a draft environmental impact report released in April.

A contract for draft and final environmental impact reports in connection with the proposed ordinance pays Ascent Environmental $221,947, Peter Mauer, planning director for Calaveras County, said Friday.

According to the final EIR, adverse effects of commercial cannabis cultivation that can be mitigated include impacts on air quality, aesthetic effects on scenic vistas, creation of new sources of glare, impacts on special-status species, modification and/or loss of streamside habitat, degradation or removal of sensitive natural communities, conflicts with local policies protecting biological resources, disturbance or loss of wildlife migratory corridors, disturbance of unique archaeological resources, and impacts on hydrology and water quality including groundwater supply and surface drainage impacts on flooding.

The EIR process for making a law addressing commercial cannabis cultivation in Calaveras County is required by the California Environmental Quality Act, which has been state law since 1970.

The final EIR is required to include perspective from the Calaveras County Air Pollution Control District, Cal Fire, Caltrans, state departments of Fish and Wildlife, Food and Agriculture, Parks and Recreation, Pesticide Regulation, the state Department of Water Resources and the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board.

More than 700 registered pot farms made marijuana growing the largest industry in the county last year, according to a study, with estimates of an annual economic impact of $339.2 million, 3,404 jobs and income to workers of $172.2 million.

At the same time, Calaveras County Sheriff Rick DiBasilio estimates there are as many as 600 illegal farms operating in the shadows.

The objectives of the proposed ordinance to ban commercial cultivation, according to the final EIR, are to recognize requirements of state and federal law related to the use and distribution of cannabis, to regulate premises used for marijuana cultivation or commercial activities related to marijuana, or to prohibit those uses within constraints of state law, to maintain the health, safety, and well-being of county residents and the environment, to minimize risks of and complaints regarding fire, odor and pollution caused by unregulated cultivation of marijuana, and to protect surface and groundwater resources by reducing discharges of sediments, pesticides, fertilizers, petroleum hydrocarbons, trash and human waste.

Cannabis cultivation in Calaveras County is currently allowed under an urgency ordinance adopted last year that regulates commercial cannabis growers operating before May 10, 2016.

A special election to ban pot scheduled in May this year was thrown out by a judge, making the Board of Supervisors the last line of defense for pot opponents. Three supervisors who voted for the urgency ordinance lost their seats in November. The new board has directed county staff to craft a permanent ordinance banning pot.

A public hearing on the final EIR and to consider a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors on the proposed ordinance is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. Sept. 28 at San Andreas Town Hall, 24 Church Hill St.

______________________________________________________________________________
Breakfast address touches on countywide successes

By Sean P. Thomas Sean@calaverasenterprise.com / Sep 8, 2017

 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Calaveras County has made leaps in recent years, but still has a long way to go toward economic prosperity, according to speeches given at the second annual State of the County Breakfast at the San Andreas Town Hall on Sept. 8.

Over a healthy serving of traditional breakfast staples, people from various Calaveras County governmental offices, organizations and businesses received a rundown on the state of the county as it pertains to the economy, health and the environment.

District 3 Supervisor Michael Oliveira gave the keynote speech following an introduction by Calaveras County Chamber of Commerce President Nicki Stevens.

“When I say we, (I don’t mean) the Board of Supervisors, I mean the entire county,” said Oliveira. “These are the folks that make Calaveras County work.”

A number of Oliveira’s topics included updates to the county’s reporting and record-keeping infrastructure. Oliveira noted upgrades to the Building Department’s permitting system and renovations to the Sheriff’s Office’s communications abilities.

“We were operating in the 19th century when it came to the running of this county,” said Oliveira.

Likewise, the Health and Human Services Department received notice for its work at opening the Living Room Cabin in San Andreas and expanding the Mindful Schools Program on various school campuses.

On the public safety side, members of the Sheriff’s Office, various firefighting agencies and the California Highway Patrol received a round of applause for maintaining high standards while contending with an increase in emergency calls and service needs.

“We know what’s happening. We have increased crime, more calls for service and other factors that we’re dealing with,” said Oliveira.

Economically, Calaveras has taken steps to improve its business prospects, namely the formation of the Calaveras Business Resource Center in San Andreas. But when asked where Calaveras County stood economically on a scale of 1-10, Oliveira said Calaveras is at a 6 or a 7.

“We still have a long ways to go, but we’ll get there,” he said.

The speech closed with a short rundown of goals and aspirations that the county would like to accomplish during the current fiscal year.

Some of the notable goals for 2017-2018:
· Expand the Calaveras County Branch Library in Angels Camp.

· The Building Department and Information Technology Office are working to implement a new program (TRACKIT) to help streamline the building permit process.

· Develop an industry taskforce to collect feedback on the Building Department.

· Develop a strategic business plan for Calaveras County and foster business development.

· Update the county General Plan.

· Tackle deferred maintenance projects and update county infrastructure.

Notable successes for 2016-2017:
· Updated and streamlined the process for illegal and unpermitted cannabis hearings and the abatement program.

· The Federal Emergency Management Agency adopted new flood zone maps for Calaveras County.

· Health and Human Services completed its first phase of the Community Health Assessment.

· The Calaveras County Library implemented LINK+, which grants various branches access to over 9 million different books and documents.

· The Probation Department reduced incarceration of juvenile offenders.

· The District Attorney’s office was successful in receiving grant funding for its Victim Services Program and held its first ceremony to honor victims of homicides during National Victim’s Awareness Week.

· Health and Human Services maintained a 99 percent case management accuracy rating. (The state average is 94 percent.)

Jason Cowan contributed to this report.
_____________________________________________________________________________
. Banned Pesticides Showing Up in California Water 
There are as many as 50,000 marijuana farms in California according to state estimates.

https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2017-09-08/banned-pesticides-from-illegal-pot-farms-seep-into-california-water
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Yosemite Officials Continue To Monitor Various Fires

09/11/2017 7:59 am PST
15
B.J. Hansen, MML News Director

Yosemite, CA — Highway 41 re-opened over the weekend, allowing access via that route to Yosemite National Park.

The highway had been closed due to the 12,358 acre Railroad Fire burning in the Sierra National Forest. The fire is now 70-percent contained and growth was very limited over the weekend.

In Yosemite, the Rattlesnake fire, which ignited this past Thursday when an RV caught on fire along Big Oak Flat Road, is 100-percent contained, and 15 acres. Officials will continue to monitor the burn area throughout the week.

The South Fork Fire remains 47-percent contained near Wawona and 6,740 acres. Fire activity has been quiet and officials have been allowing it to burn out naturally where possible. The same goes for the Empire fire near Glacier Point Road which is 5,787 acres and 55-percent contained.

The smaller lightning caused Starr King Fire is 60 acres and there is no containment. It is burning near the Cascade Cliff area.

______________________________________________________________________________

Calaveras Officials Make Hay ‘Pre-harvesting’ Illegal Cannabis Grows

09/11/2017 5:53 pm PST
182
Tori James, MML News Reporter

San Andreas, CA – With the wafting skunk-like smells of ripening marijuana already permeating the county, Calaveras sheriff’s and code enforcement officials headed out earlier today to take more illegal plants out of play.

Based on a rough estimate worth of $3,000 per plant, this morning’s 1,200-plant eradication effort might equate to the elimination of about $3.6 million in black market pot. Sharing details Sheriff Rick DiBasilio reports, “Today we eradicated about 900 plants down in Burson off Arapahoe Way and…another site of around 300 plants…off Michel Road in the Mountain Ranch area.”

He adds, “Because it is harvest season…there are a lot of people moving around. We are planning more operations in the near future — not only with co-compliance but with the search warrant process.” He emphasizes that co-compliance eradications involve those who attempted to register grows and either did not make it through the process or did get a permit but then ran afoul of the rules under the county’s urgency ordinance regulating medical marijuana. Those who are targeted under search warrants never registered in the first place and are what officials term as “bad actors” who may have been attempting to “hide in the herd.”

As reported here, under the county’s massive multi-agency Operation Terminus bust, which occurred over the first week in August, teams seized nearly 29,000 plants along with 31 tons of unprocessed marijuana and nearly a ton of processed pot, among other items. Citations were also issued by state environmental officials and County District Attorney Barbara Yook swore a dedicated deputy attorney to prosecute offenses as environmental crimes.

During enforcement’s latest activities, Sheriff DiBasilio reports that plant trimming activities seem to be in progress at many grow sites — and there are signs that some illegal growers seem to have eradicated plants at some sites on their own, which cheers him without a doubt to see. He maintains, “We had a lot of people leave after our focus operation – but not as many as what we would have liked to have seen…but we will continue to go after those…the growers who are not registered or their registration was denied and they should not be growing.”

Asked if enforcement activities in the coming days will lower the boom in similar fashion to Operation Terminus, the sheriff acknowledges, “In essence you are going to see some operations similar to that. I am not at liberty to say when they are going to happen…you will know because people will be scrambling.”

https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/324237/calaveras-officials-make-hay-harvesting-illegal-cannabis-grows.html?utm_source=myMotherLode.com+Daily+News&utm_campaign=1379709b98-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a3d2ace109-1379709b98-129309153&ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN) 

______________________________________________________________________________

	Hurricane victims facing a long road to home reconstruction

By ALEXANDRA OLSON AND ALEX VEIGA
Associated Press / Sept. 13, 2017

	[image: image1.png]



With floodwaters nearing knee height, Arlene Estle fled to the upstairs of the Houston house where she's lived for 50 years and raised four children. It was many hours later before her son-in-law arrived by boat to rescue her.
Her flooded home didn't fare so well. It could be a year, her contractor warned her, before she can return. Until then, she'll have to find some place to rent.

"I'm going to be 83," Estle said one recent morning as her daughter and housekeeper helped try to disinfect her belongings. "This is just a life-changing thing for me to face with making so many decisions. It's just overwhelming."

Estle is among the fortunate ones. She has flood insurance and a longtime contractor who can start work soon. Most victims of Harvey have neither. Months will be spent struggling to assess damage, navigate federal assistance and apply for loans. Then, victims will have to compete for contractors who have already put prospective clients on waiting lists.

All told, it could take years for some people to rebuild, if they can do it at all. The same could be true of many victims of Hurricane Irma, which caused its own catastrophic damage in Florida, though less than initially feared.

For anyone who needs to repair or rebuild a home or business, the back-to-back hurricanes coincided with a national shortage of carpenters, electricians, drywall installers and other skilled workers. Many construction workers left the industry after the housing bubble burst a decade ago and haven't returned.

With fewer younger workers entering the business, the average age of some construction trades has reached well into middle age. There were 255,000 unfilled construction sector jobs recorded in June, according to the National Association of Home Builders.

On top of the worker shortage, homeowners will pay elevated prices for materials, which had already been rising this year.

"The labor shortage is going to make this take longer, but more importantly, it's going to be more expensive than people think because labor rates are going to go up dramatically," said John Burns, CEO of John Burns Real Estate Consulting, a housing industry research firm.

Few construction companies outside Texas and Florida are eager or equipped to travel there to handle rebuilding. Most are already busy on work closer to home.

"Why would I take a chance on going to Florida or the Gulf Coast for temporary work, where I might not be able to find housing, when I can find steady employment here and now?" said Ken Simonson, chief economist for the Associated General Contractors of America.

In Texas, Harvey compounded a heavy demand for housing. Texas had been on pace for 30,000 housing starts in 2017. Now, an estimated 200,000 more homes suddenly need to be repaired or rebuilt. Construction jobs were already taking one or two months longer than usual, said Scott Norman of the Texas Association of Builders.

Nearly 70 percent of Texas contractors had trouble finding concrete workers, electricians, cement masons and carpenters, according to a survey of construction firms that the Associated General Contractors of America conducted in July. Texas has long struggled to replenish its aging construction workforce. The average age of a master electrician in Texas is 59. For plumbers, it's 62.

Stephen McNiel of Creative Property Restoration, a remodeling firm in Houston, received calls from seven flood victims on the day he visited longtime client whose recently restored home had been ruined by Harvey. One came from a woman who had phoned dozens of contractors. All warned her it would be months before they could take on additional work.

"There is a tremendous amount of demand - far more than I'm capable of handling and than everyone I know in my industry is capable of handling," McNiel said.

McNiel said he could use 50 percent more workers but is struggling to find subcontractors. He said he worries that the shortage of skilled labor is being exacerbated by a perceived suspicion of immigrants under President Donald Trump.

"The reality of my industry is that most of the work gets done by immigrants," McNiel said.

Simonson noted Trump's decision to phase out the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, which grants a reprieve from deportation to nearly 800,000 immigrants brought to the U.S. as children.

"Texas, more than ever, needs people with construction skills from any country," he said.

Victims of the storms can first expect delays in having their property assessed for damage by insurance adjusters. Then, securing financing will become a challenge. Flood insurance coverage has declined in both Texas and Florida as premiums have risen. Many homeowners will have to go into debt or dig into savings to make repairs - or sell their properties.

For homes that have sat the longest in feet-deep water, drywall and insulation will need to be stripped down to studs and dried. Then everything from wooden flooring to electrical systems and interior doors must be rebuilt.

Mary and Duane Hendricks, retirees who live a few streets from Estle, have decided to give up on their home, now flooded for the second time in two years. They still face a prolonged repair process in hopes of selling it. The Hendrickses have begun removing Sheetrock and flooring to prevent mold.

Two years ago, they tried to live in their home while it was being repaired for flood damage and ended up moving out after three months. This time, they arranged a rental even before the hurricane hit. If they can't sell, they will just walk away from the home they bought in 1971, where they raised two children and built a sunroom where they taught yoga in retirement.

"We cannot go back," said Mary Hendricks. "It's a beautiful home, and we've had it for years and we've done a lot of work on it. That's the heartbreaking part."

In Florida, the magnitude of damage from Irma is still coming into focus. But the widespread flooding means Florida will have to compete with Texas for many of the same materials and laborers. Irma spread its destruction over a vast territory, covering all of Florida and causing major damage to Georgia as well.

"It isn't just a few counties - it did damage in county after county," said Douglas Buck of the Florida Home Builders Association. "That's going to make it more difficult for contractors and builders to go where the problem is and help rebuild communities."

In Houston, Estle's contractor, Dan Bawden, urged her to seek a yearlong rental while her house gets fixed. Bawden foresees months of delays in obtaining drywall, interior doors, siding, trim moldings, ceramic tile, cabinets and plywood.

Even before the storm hit, his remodeling firm had a six-month backlog of projects. Now, with eight full-time employees, he's "overwhelmed with more calls coming in that we can respond to." Prospective clients must get on a waiting list.

As Harvey approached, Bawden rushed to secure his network of 60 contractors, knowing they would soon be pulled in different directions. He worries that six months from now, "they are going to want to charge more or go work for someone else."

Florida is no more equipped than Texas to handle a surge of construction demand. Miami still hasn't recovered all the construction jobs lost in the recession. The metro area, which also includes Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach, had 130,000 construction workers in August, compared with 168,000 in 2006.

"In our economy, money talks," Simonson said. "People who have the most urgent need in some cases will be able to buy their way to the front of the line."

---

Olson reported from New York, Veiga from Los Angeles.

---

Associated Press Writer Paul Wiseman in Washington contributed to this report.


_____________________________________________________________________________

Update: Large Fires Burning Across Sierra Nevada

09/13/2017 11:57 am PST
175
B.J. Hansen, MML News Director

Update: The Stanislaus National Forest has released a new update on the Creek Fire. It is now 483 acres and 5-percent contained.

Original story posted at 6:36am: Sonora, CA — The Creek Fire burning near Clear Lake in the Mi-Wok Ranger District of the Stanislaus National Forest is 420 acres and there is no containment. 94 firefighters are assigned to the incident. It is burning in steep, inaccessible terrain, with heavy amount of dead and dying trees. It is in an isolated area. Fire crews have been allowing the fire to burn out naturally where possible, utilizing trails, creeks and natural barriers to slow the fire’s growth.

The Summit Complex Fire in the Stanislaus National Forest, burning near the Dardanelles in the Summit Ranger District, is 4,653 acres and 30-percent contained. It consists of three lightning caused fires. Some nearby roads and campgrounds remain closed, including the Clark Fork Campground, San Flat Campground, Camp Liahona and Camp Peaceful Pines. There are 125 firefighters assigned to the incident.

The Railroad Fire in the Sierra National Forest is holding at 12,407 acres and there is 87-percent containment. 536 firefighters continue to mop-up the incident near Sugar Pine and Fish Camp. 11,464 of the acres burned are forest service land and 943 acres are private land.

Fire activity has been low on the South Fork and Empire fires burning in Yosemite National Park, and they continue to be monitored by fire officials. The South Fork Fire is 6,740 acres and the Empire Fire is 6,000 acres.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Calaveras Budget, Still Being Tweaked, Earmarks Fire District Funding

09/14/2017 6:15 am PST
1
Tori James, MML News Reporter

San Andreas, CA – Tacked on to the end of the Calaveras supervisors’ meeting this week, final tweaks to the county budget were addressed over the course of nearly four hours.

In a Wednesday afternoon interview with Clarke Broadcasting, County CAO Tim Lutz shares that he and staff met to help integrate the fine tunings ahead of the board’s final adoption of the FY 2017-18 budget at its Sept. 26 meeting. To access links to the latest version and his Powerpoint presentation, click here.

Among the board’s changes were to not fund the chamber of commerce $50,000 that it requested as well as to pass on funding a PIO/chief of staff position. These actions resulted in adding about $125,000 to the county’s contingencies fund. The board also moved to change how the county’s Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) is formulated in order to provide some county funding to fire districts.

A placeholder was also added to cover the county’s membership dues or contribution to the newly formed Eastside San Joaquin Groundwater Sustainabilty Agency. As Lutz explains, while the framework of the MOU between the county and it is still under discussion, an initial commitment might be somewhere in the $25,000 range although several variables have yet to be worked out.

Updated Revenues Better Than Expected
Among the highlights of his presentation Lutz reported some surprising final fund balance and revenue updates for the last fiscal year, noting that the property tax assessment roll closed with an 8.6 percent increase, which translated into an increase of over a million dollars to the general fund and some $6.9 billion in assessed property values, definitely indicative of economic recovery.

Sales taxes closed with an over 24 percent increase, something Lutz called an anomaly. Attributing it to increased spending activities from Butte Fire contractors, spending and supplies, tourism and legal and illegal cannabis growers’ purchases, he noted the bump could not realistically be used for long-term planning purposes.

The first installment of Measure C taxes on the commercial cannabis industry brought in $8.4 million, a boon to the county coffers that will not be repeated, should the three-supervisor bloc currently bent on voting through a ban on commercial grow activities before the county’s urgency ordinance expires next February.

Eyes On Efficiencies, Revenues, Customer Service
Lutz comments, “I would say at this point we did close last fiscal year with a decent cash balance — and a good portion of that was due to excise tax at this point, which would be Measure C funds.” He adds that those taxes gave the county some breathing room to look internally at needed efficiency adjustments and to allow more focus on revenue generation with economic development and bolstering the services that the county government provides to residents as well as a more responsive customer interface.

Should the board pass a commercial cannabis ban positions funded under grower registration fees and Measure C revenues, Lutz concedes that staffing would need to be reshuffled and scaled in order to direct more resources to covering the costs of abating illegal cannabis. At any rate, the County Planning Commission will be holding hearings on the proposed ban Sept. 28 and 29 and Lutz confirms that, at this point, the matter is scheduled to come before the supervisors at their Oct. 17 meeting.

In the past, TOT revenues that come from hospitality taxes paid by visitors were split three ways between the sheriff’s office, road maintenance and the visitors and convention bureau. After receiving a proposal to look at throwing some sorely needed financial support to fire districts supporting the county’s emergency response efforts, the board opted to split the pot four ways in order to include them.

Addressing Fire District Funding
As Lutz puts it, “Our fire districts…really had not been receiving any funding from the county…when you look at the critical role that fire districts play in so many services throughout the county…a number of them are first responders for vehicle accidents or medical emergencies that happen with people who are coming into the county.”

Continuing, he states, “So we are looking at TOT and also looking at Prop 172, which is public safety funds that can be allocated towards fire services to at least provide a level of funding to the fire districts.”

While the visitors bureau will not be getting as much as it might have anticipated this fiscal year, Lutz stresses that its $150,000 portion is slightly more than last year’s allocation and that the board recognizes the critical importance of tourism in the county.

Down the line with some education and outreach to ensure that residents understand what TOT taxes are — and that they are tourism-generated, paid by visitors to the county — Lutz remains hopeful that the county will be able to place a passable TOT increase measure on the ballot that will create more funding for critical public safety services, infrastructure maintenance and tourism support.

______________________________________________________________________________
