Weekly ReCAP for August 25, 2017
_________________________________
A) Next CPC meeting on September 11, 1:30-4 pm, Chesebrough Room. 

B) Wild & Scenic Film Festival, EPFW, September 2, Chatham Winery. RSVP online.

______________________________________________________________________________

Save this date: CAP/CPC Fundraiser at Mokelumne Hill on September 23.
Request for Auction and Raffle Items

Please consider donating an auction or raffle item for the Community Action Project’s upcoming Fall Equinox Fundraiser, September 23, 2017. Perhaps there is a local business you support that would be willing to help, or maybe you are an artist or craftsman that can offer a piece of your own work. Any item, great or small, will be gratefully accepted. The chicken-in-a-barrel dinner is to support the Calaveras Planning Coalition, a group of community organizations and individuals who want a healthy and sustainable future for Calaveras County. The CPC’s program accomplishments over the last eleven years have been in four areas: the general plan update, community plan preparation, water plans, and technical assistance to threatened neighborhoods. Please help us continue to balance the conservation of local agricultural, natural and historic resources with the need to provide jobs, housing, safety, and services. Contact our outreach coordinator, Jenny Fuqua at (209) 559-2455 or jennyfuqua19@gmail.com if you can help. And don’t forget to save the date, September 23, for a great time. Details are coming soon. Thank you!  
____________________________________________________________________________
States Are Using Social Cost of Carbon in Energy Decisions, Despite Trump's Opposition

The climate metric, maligned by the Trump administration, helps build the cost of future climate harms into state electricity plans and markets.

BY PETER FAIRLEY, INSIDECLIMATE NEWS / August 14, 2017
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/11082017/states-climate-change-policy-calculate-social-cost-carbon?utm_source=Inside+Climate+News&utm_campaign=817ee62024-Weekly+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-817ee62024-327504385 
______________________________________________________________________________
	Housing a top priority for California lawmakers after recess

By SOPHIA BOLLAG
Associated Press / August 20, 2017

	SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- Gov. Jerry Brown and Democratic legislative leaders have promised to tackle California's affordable housing crisis in their final weeks of work this year by pushing a package that includes regulatory reforms and money for low-income housing.
But some moderate Assembly Democrats are resisting pieces of the deal, particularly a new fee on real estate transaction documents to generate housing dollars.

There's widespread agreement that a variety of solutions are needed to address the housing shortage, which lawmakers say impacts millions throughout the state at nearly all income levels. Not enough housing is being built to accommodate the growing population and, as a result, California has higher housing prices and higher rates of homelessness than most parts of the United States.

More than a dozen bills are in play, and votes on them could start coming this week. Lawmakers' opportunity to pass legislation this year ends Sept. 15, when they leave for another recess.

"We need to take up this housing package as soon as we can," said Assemblyman David Chiu, a San Francisco Democrat who chairs the Assembly's housing committee. "The fact that the governor, our speaker and the Senate president have committed to a comprehensive housing package is indicative of how committed we are to getting this done this year."

Brown, Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon and Senate President Pro Tempore Kevin de Leon said last month that the final plan will include a bond and an ongoing funding source for affordable housing.

Theresa Winkler, 54, has lived in subsidized housing in Los Angeles for about seven years and said she thinks the government needs to fund developments like the one she lives in. Winkler, who was homeless for much of her life and now works to raise awareness of mental illness and homelessness, said she wouldn't have been able to stabilize her life without access to housing.

"I understand that recovery centers and halfway housing costs money, but graveyards and hospital beds cost money too, which the taxpayers end up paying anyway," she said. "If a person is already destitute or at the bottom of the barrel, you can't just tell them to climb to the top. People need help."

The housing bond currently on the table would provide $3 billion to fund affordable housing. The money would have to be paid back with interest over time and would require voter approval in 2018.

A "heavier lift" will be establishing an ongoing funding source, said Tom Collishaw, who runs an affordable housing development organization in the Central Valley. He said he has spoken with lawmakers who are undecided about parts of the deal.

The main funding proposal on the table, SB2 by state Sen. Toni Atkins, would impose a $75 fee on real estate transaction documents such as deeds and notices, with a cap of $225 per transaction. It's expected to generate between $200 million and $300 million annually for affordable housing projects.

"Some of the moderate Democrats are wary of another funding bill that could be perceived as a tax," Collishaw said. "(But) putting a bond before the voters is probably going to be OK with them."

Atkins' bill would exempt documents related to property sales, but would apply to other transactions such as refinancing a mortgage.

Opponents argue it will increase costs for middle-class homeowners.

Some moderate Democrats are reluctant to vote for the new fee after already having to vote on two other big measures that will drive up prices for consumers: a gas tax hike and an extension of the cap-and-trade program that charges polluters, Collishaw said.

Atkins, a San Diego Democrat, said she has been speaking with lawmakers on the fence about her bill after the gas tax and cap-and-trade votes to try to assuage their concerns.

A spokeswoman for Merced Assemblyman Adam Gray, who leads the informal caucus of moderate Assembly Democrats, didn't respond to a request for comment.

The bill has already passed the Senate but requires a two-thirds majority in the Assembly, meaning if any Democrat votes against the bill, it will need Republican support to pass.

Leadership has promised the housing package will also include efforts to reduce burdensome regulations on housing construction. The main bill on the table to streamline regulations, by San Francisco Democrat Sen. Scott Wiener, would eliminate some local development restrictions in communities that fall behind on their housing goals.

The package could also include tax credits related to affordable housing and measures to pressure communities to comply with existing laws that require them to plan for housing production.

The bills on the table won't fix the housing shortage, advocates say, but they represent a critical step.

"We have a deep and growing housing crisis in many parts of California where people just can't afford to live. They can't afford housing," Wiener said. "It has to be a high priority."


_____________________________________________________________________________

Published Aug. 21, 2017 at 03:21PM

PG&E appeals decision on punitive damages in Butte Fire claims

Alex McLean / The Union Democrat
Pacific Gas and Electric Co. filed an appeal this week to a Sacramento County Superior Court’s Aug. 10 ruling that the utility giant could face punitive damages in all claims related to the 2015 Butte Fire.

The company’s latest quarterly filing to the Securities and Exchange Commission filed on July 27 stated that the company estimates losing at least $750 million from the Butte Fire that destroyed 549 homes, 368 outbuildings, four commercial properties, killed two Calaveras County residents, and burned 70,868 acres of land.

The report stated the estimate “does not include punitive damages.” Such damages could be awarded by a jury at trial in excess of the actual cost for the property that was lost if the defendant is determined to have been negligent.

“They’re still fighting us on negligence,” said Steven Campora, a partner with the law firm Dreyer, Babich, Buccola, Wood and Campora LLP that’s representing a number of Butte Fire victims who have filed claims against PG&E.

“PG&E has already been found to be responsible for economic damages, but we have to prove negligence for other damages like loss of use of property and emotional distress,” Campora said.

The fire started near Butte Mountain Road in Jackson on Sept. 9, 2015, when a gray pine came into contact with a PG&E power line conductor, according to a report released by Cal Fire in April 2016.

Investigators blamed the reason for the pine falling into the lines on the removal of two nearby trees by PG&E and/or its subcontractors months before the fire.

The California Public Utilities Commission levied a $8.3 million fine against PG&E related to the Butte Fire, the largest issued against an electricity provider under the regulatory agency’s electric safety program that was created in December 2014.

Judge Allen Sumner denied PG&E relief from the possibility of paying punitive damages saying a reasonable jury could find the company’s practice of using contractors to vet the qualifications of employees inspecting and removing trees was a conscious disregard for public safety.

The company contends that the judge’s ruling was “unprecedented” because the company was not consciously aware of any likely risk and did not deliberately or willfully disregard it, according to PG&E’s request for appeal filed Wednesday with California’s Third District Court of Appeal in Sacramento.

In PG&E’s latest quarterly SEC filing, it stated the company has spent $54 million as of June 30 on legal fees related to the fire.

A number of victims have settled their claims despite the ongoing legal dispute. Of about 1,180 households, some 276 households have settled their claims to date. The household number represents about 2,056 individuals.

Campora said a number of trials set to go forward this month were settled earlier this week, while others scheduled for October reached settlements recently as well.

“The fact that we continue to settle cases is good for our clients,” Campora said. “It’s good for them to get closure, otherwise you have to go to trial and face a possible appeal and how long will that take? As long as we get reasonable compensation, I think they will continue to settle.”

When asked for a statement on the latest developments from PG&E, company spokeswoman Brandi Merlo provided the following via e-mail:

“We continue to extend our thoughts and prayers to the victims and the communities that suffered losses as a result of the Butte fire, and we continue to work to resolve their claims. We’re pleased to be able to reach agreement with households in the August and October trials on their claims, and we want to reassure all of our customers and their families that we are unequivocally committed to their safety.

“We recognize the hardships that this fire caused and we are committed to helping our friends and neighbors recover. All of us at PG&E share the view that the safety of the public, our employees and contractors is our absolute core value and non-negotiable top priority.”

The San Francisco-based company, which operates in Northern California and bills itself as one of the leading combined natural gas and electric energy companies in the United States, collected $17.6 billion in revenue and paid nearly $1 billion in dividends to shareholders last year, according to an annual financial report to the SEC.

______________________________________________________________________________

Caltrans Prepares Landowner Outreach To Tackle Beetle-killed Trees

08/22/2017 2:36 pm PST
293
Tori James, MML News Reporter

Sonora, CA – While various counties in the Mother Lode are already taking down bark beetle-killed trees as part of their own tree mortality plans Caltrans, preparing to tackle hazard trees under its jurisdiction, is actively seeking local landowners’ cooperation.

As crews are busily marking these trees with orange paint Caltrans officials say they will shortly be seeking permission from the affected private property owners to remove them. Although the service comes at no cost to the owner because dead and dying trees near highways are potentially hazardous to the public, it requires signed permission-to-enter forms.

Caltrans officials say the agency will be conducting outreach by mailing out letters to the property owners that contain the required forms and that owners should anticipate them to arrive one to six months after the trees around them are marked. Tuolumne, Calaveras, Mariposa and Amador counties are among the most affected, along with the Tahoe Basin area, where trees have already been marked and removals are slated to begin after Labor Day.

In October 2015, Governor Brown declared a State of Emergency and established the Tree Mortality Task Force at the state level, where Caltrans has been working in tandem with PG&E, county public works, CAL Fire and the US Forest Service to coordinate tree removals. Since then Caltrans officials shares their agency has removed 107,000 hazardous trees near California highways and is expecting to remove 54,000 more by summer of 2018.

If you live near a Caltrans-maintained roadway and are interested in proactively filling out a permission-to-enter form and getting more details, click here.

______________________________________________________________________________

Tree work could shift to Toyon
 
The Valley Springs News / Wednesday, August 23, 2017
By Nick Baptista
 
Tree grinding work in Wallace has come to a halt and restoration of the property to a state prior to the beginning of the temporary operation is close to completion.
 

 
Robert Smith, owner of Smith’s Grinding out of Mountain Ranch, established the temporary tree grinding operation in early 2016 to dispose of logs from the Butte Fire burn area.
 
District 1 Supervisor Gary Tofanelli said disposal of Butte Fire-damaged logs has come to an end and the county is working with Smith to move his operations to the Toyon industrial area to grind dead trees being removed due to the drought and bark beetle infestation.
 
Wallace area residents were excited the grinding operation came to an end, Tofanelli said.
 
The operation became a topic during the 2016 District 1 Supervisor race as residents from nearby Wallace Lake Estates complained about the noise and dust attributed to grinding of the logs.
 
“They weren’t really mad at Smith’s Grinding,” Tofanelli said, “they understood all of the circumstances.”
 
The site of the temporary tree-grinding operation once was thee site of a lumber mill dating back to 1955.
 
Tofanelli was satisfied with the restoration work. “It looks pretty good. It’s back to the way it was before, if not better.”
______________________________________________________________________________

Pot-less town hall meeting to address Rancho concerns
 
The Valley Springs News / Wednesday, August 23, 2017
 
A town hall meeting focusing on Rancho Calaveras issues—other than marijuana—will begin at 6 p.m.Friday, Sept. 1, at the Jenny Lind firehouse located at t 6501 Jenny Lind Road.
 
Calaveras County District 1 Supervisor Gary Tofanelli, District 5 Supervisor Clyde Clapp and Treasurer-Tax Collector Barbara Sullivan will be in attendance to discuss the issues and concerns of Rancho residents.
 
The focus of the meeting will be on roads, clean up of homes in Rancho Calaveras and Calaveras County Water District issues.
 
Supervisor Clapp said he has been getting complaints about the water pressure in Rancho Calaveras being too high and blowing out hot water heaters. CCWD officials have been invited to attend, he added.
 
Members of the Rancho Calaveras Road Committee will be in attendance to discuss road issues. The committee oversees special funds to maintain roads within the subdivision, or what is officially called County Services Area 1.
 
Members of the public are asked to bring their questions and concerns to the meeting, but Supervisor Clapp cautioned this gathering will not deal with the issue of whether to allow the commercial cultivation of marijuana in the county.
 
That issue is being discussed at the board level and he does not want it to override other legitimate concerns Rancho residents wish to address, he said.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Groups make last-minute push to save national monument areas

By BRADY McCOMBS
Associated Press
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SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Conservation groups are airing TV ads, planning rallies and creating parody websites in a last-minute blitz to stop Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke from downsizing or eliminating national monument areas that cover large swaths of land and water from Maine to California.
The deadline for Zinke to announce his recommendations is Thursday following a four-month review of 27 sites ordered by President Donald Trump.

The outdoor recreation industry has hammered home its message that peeling back protections on areas where its customers hike, bike and camp could prevent future generations from enjoying the sites.

In addition, the Wilderness Society has created a parody website featuring Trump and Zinke selling luxury real estate at the sites.

Groups that want to see the areas reduced have been less vociferous, pleading their cases on social media and working behind the scenes to lobby federal officials.

They say past presidents have misused a century-old law to create monuments that are too large and stop energy development, grazing, mining and other uses.

Stan Summers, a Utah county commissioner who chairs a group that advocates for multi-use of public lands, said outdoor recreation companies are peddling lies and misconceptions when they say local officials want to bulldoze monument lands.

Summers said residents treasure the lands that comprise Bears Ears and the Grand Staircase-Escalante monuments in Utah, but don't want to close the areas to new oil drilling and mining that produce good jobs.

"We want to tend this area like a garden instead of a museum," he said

The review includes sweeping sites mostly in the West that are home to ancient cliff dwellings, towering sequoia trees, deep canyons or ocean habitats roamed by seals, whales and sea turtles.

Zinke has already removed six areas in Montana, Colorado, Idaho and Washington from consideration for changes. He also said Bears Ears on tribal land in Utah should be downsized.

Environmental groups said the 1906 Antiquities Act is intended to shield significant historical and archaeological sites, and that it allows presidents to create the monuments but only gives Congress the power to modify them.

They have vowed to file lawsuits if Trump attempts to rescind or reduce the monument designations.

No other president has tried to eliminate a monument, but they have trimmed and redrawn boundaries 18 times, according to the National Park Service.

REI and Patagonia have joined a group of 350 outdoor companies, including The North Face, YETI Coolers and Orvis, in signing a letter sent last week to Zinke by the Outdoor Industry Association.

"It's an American right to roam in our public lands," the letter reads. "As business leaders, we simply ask that your final report remain true to the Teddy Roosevelt values we share with you - to maintain the national treasures presidents of both parties have protected."

Patagonia recently ran a TV ad in Montana and Utah with company founder Yvon Chouinard fishing and declaring, "Our business is built on having wild places" and warning that public lands are under the greatest threat ever.

Led by U.S. Sen. Martin Heinrich, a Democrat from New Mexico, monument supporters plan a rally Thursday at an REI store in Albuquerque.

The tribal coalition that pushed for the Bears Ears National Monument, designated by President Barack Obama in December, unveiled a new webpage Thursday that recaps the historical and cultural importance of lands consider sacred to them. The sprawling monument features a mix of cliffs, plateaus, towering rock formations, rivers and canyons across wide expanses covered by sagebrush and juniper trees.

The Wilderness Society website also features a photo of ancient ruins at Bears Ears National Monument in Utah and the words, "Developer ready." Each monument was given a fictional price tag, such as $932 million for Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument in New Mexico.

In a description of Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument in Maine, the website says: "This is the chance for someone to claim a little piece of that offbeat New England charm for themselves and leave hikers, birdwatchers, snowshoers and hunters on the outside, looking in!"

Proponents of downsizing the monuments say state governments are better suited to make management decisions that would ensure federal lands are used for a mix of uses.

"The only reason there is roads in some of these places is because of the mining and the oil and the gravel pits," Summers said.


______________________________________________________________________________

Latest article on LAWDA’s Newman Ridge legal actions fighting quarry in Amador.
Gold diggers: Quarry venture with ‘passive’ ties to billionaire Democratic donor sparks fight with foothill ranchers

Amador County ignored EIR findings in approving project


By Michael Mott / newsreview.com / 08.24.17.

https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/gold-diggers-quarry-venture-with/content?oid=24896140 
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