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Dam removals near and far topic of Foothill Conservancy film screening in Sutter Creek
Removing obsolete, local and not-so-local dams and restoring streams will be the topic of a Friday, December 2 film screening hosted by the Foothill Conservancy. The featured film, DamNation, starts at 7:30 pm at the Sutter Creek Theatre on Main Street, Sutter Creek. DamNation chronicles how removing obsolete dams allows rivers and their native fish stocks to recover, provides opportunities to revitalize local economies and increases watershed resiliency. A short film on the recent removal of East Panther Creek Dam in Amador County will also be shown. Tickets are $15 in advance and $17 at the door. Tickets can be purchased online at Brown Paper Tickets.
“We’re excited to show this important film to a local audience while we celebrate the recent removal of the East Panther Creek Dam,” said Foothill Conservancy Vice President Pete Bell. “In Amador County and across, the nation, dams that have outlived their useful life are being removed to restore rivers and streams for people, fish and wildlife.” 
DamNation is a powerful film odyssey across America that explores the sea change in our national attitude from pride in big dams as engineering wonders to the growing awareness that our own future is bound to the life and health of our rivers. Dam removal has moved beyond the fictional Monkey Wrench Gang to go mainstream. Where obsolete dams come down, rivers bound back to life, giving salmon and other wild fish the right of return to primeval spawning grounds, after decades without access. DamNation’s majestic cinematography and unexpected discoveries move through rivers and landscapes altered by dams, but also through a metamorphosis in values, from conquest of the natural world to knowing ourselves as part of nature.
In a review of the award-winning film, the Santa Barbara Independent note, “DamNation is a movie that matters...With a blend of history, face-melting nature cinematography, and a dash of Edward Abbey–style criminal mischief, DamNation lays bare this truth in a way that is educational, entertaining, and, perhaps most importantly, inspirational.”
Foothill Conservancy’s video on East Panther Creek Dam provides history on the dam from its construction through its recent demolition by blasting. Located in Amador County, the diversion dam was built and used by PG&E until 1997 to boost dry-year power generation. Although the dam was breached in 2003 to improve fish passage, it took 16 years for the dam to be more completely removed.
“We encourage ticket buyers to both carpool and come early to enjoy Sutter Creek’s annual Christmas Open House,” said Foothill Conservancy Director Cecily Smith. “The town will be filled with holiday revelers (and parking at a premium) as merchants open their stores, share refreshments, and launch the winter holiday season.”
Event guests will have the chance to literally take a piece of local river history home as chunks from the dam will be among the raffle prizes offered. All proceeds will support Foothill Conservancy’s Mokelumne River and watershed conservation efforts. For more information, contact Carolyn, carolyn@foothillconservancy.org, 209-223-3508.
Film stills and Press kit: http://damnationfilm.com/press 
For Calendars: Removing obsolete, local and not-so-local dams and restoring streams will be the topic of a Friday, December 2 film screening of DamNation, hosted by the Foothill Conservancy. The film starts at 7:30 pm, at the Sutter Creek Theatre, Main Street, Sutter Creek. A short film on the recent removal of East Panther Creek Dam in Amador County will also be shown. Tickets are $15 pre-show, $17 at the door. Tickets can be purchased online at Brown paper Tickets.  For more information, contact Carolyn, carolyn@foothillconservancy.org, 209-223-3508.
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Drought continues: Wet October doesn’t mean wet winter 

By Guy McCarthy, The Union Democrat, @GuyMcCarthy 

Published Nov 4, 2016 at 08:41PM 

One of the wettest Octobers on record has eased drought conditions in Northern California, but Tuolumne and Calaveras counties remain in stages of severe, extreme and exceptional drought, according to scientists with the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

The northern third of Calaveras County remains in severe drought, while the southern two-thirds of Calaveras and most of Tuolumne County remain in extreme drought. 

The extreme southeastern edge of Tuolumne County, which includes Mt. Lyell and Mt. Dana, remains in the monitor’s most dire category, exceptional drought. Lyell and Dana are the highest and second-highest peaks in Tuolumne County and Yosemite National Park. Lyell Fork and Dana Fork are the alpine headwaters for the Tuolumne River. 

Rainfall data for Sonora and Groveland show October 2016 was the third-wettest on record, with Sonora receiving 5.35 inches and Groveland receiving 5.25 inches for the month, according to the National Weather Service. The wettest October on record for both towns was 1982, when 5.91 inches were measured in Sonora and 8.30 inches were measured in Groveland. 

Higher in the mountains, 12.8 inches of rain were measured last month at Calaveras Big Trees, making it the wettest October on record at that location, and 10.42 inches were measured at Cherry Valley Dam in the Stanislaus National Forest, the second-wettest October on record at that location. 

Some reservoirs still less than a quarter-full 

From north to south in major Mother Lode watersheds this week, some reservoirs were more than half full while others were holding less than a quarter of their total capacity. 

As of Friday, Camanche Reservoir on the Mokelumne River was holding 282,930 acre-feet, 68 percent of capacity, and New Hogan Reservoir on the Calaveras River was holding 76,813 acre-feet, 24 percent of capacity. 

On the Stanislaus River, New Melones Reservoir was holding 509,167 acre-feet, 21 percent of capacity, and Tulloch Reservoir was holding 57,882 acre-feet, 86 percent of capacity. 

On the Tuolumne River, Don Pedro Reservoir below Moccasin was holding 1.33 million acre-feet, 66 percent of capacity. On the Merced River below Yosemite Valley, McClure was holding 384,488 acre-feet, 38 percent of capacity. 

One acre-foot of water equals 326,000 gallons, enough to flood a typical American football field 12 inches deep. 

According to a seasonal drought outlook for Oct. 20, 2016, through Jan. 31, 2017, drought conditions are expected to persist into the new year up and down the Central Sierra. 

Weekend outlook 

More wet weather is possible Sunday across the Northern Sierra Nevada, according to the National Weather Service. Forecast models show a weak Pacific storm system tracking north of Calaveras and Tuolumne counties, with Sonora expected to receive zero inches of rain Saturday night through Sunday. 

Sunny to mostly sunny skies are expected today through Tuesday up and down the Mother Lode, with daytime highs in the 70s to high 60s and overnight lows in the high 40s in Murphys and other towns near Highway 49. 

Ebbetts Pass on Highway 4 and Sonora Pass on Highway 108 were open as of Friday afternoon, Caltrans District 10 public relations staff said in a phone interview. 

In Yosemite, Highway 120 east of Crane Flat to Tioga Pass remained closed due to snow as of Friday afternoon. Park staff said the closure is considered temporary for the time being, dependent on weather, rockfall and other conditions. There’s a chance the road could be re-opened, but it could also remain closed for the rest of the winter. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Calaveras County

Threat of lawsuit follows cannabis raid 

By Jason Cowan, The Union Democrat, @jcowan1031 

Published Nov 4, 2016 at 12:19AM 

Two people have threatened to sue Calaveras County for what they believe was an illegal bust last week at a cannabis processing plant in San Andreas. 

Ata Gonzalez, founder of G FarmaBrands, and Elias Egozi, CEO of Calaveras Cannabis, Inc., said they want to recover the cost of product lost when Calaveras County Sheriff’s deputies raided two hangars near the old county airport. 

Deputies seized two-and-a-half-tons of marijuana on Oct. 27 and arrested more than 30 people. The location consisted of three units that each housed a separate cannabis site. An online database made available by the Calaveras County Planning Department indicated the address had a pending application for an indoor commercial grow at the time of the bust. 

Unit A was used by Gonzalez, Unit B by Egozi, who said he worked with marijuana highly concentrated with Cannabidiol, which deters tremors and seizure disorders without psychoactive sensations. Unit C was an indoor marijuana farm owned by Raphael Calderon, the permit applicant whose business is Mountain Farms, Inc. 

Gonzalez said the site was being used temporarily. Gonzalez said Calderon, who does not own the property, permitted the additional marijuana activity on site. 

The site had only been in operation for about two weeks, according to Gonzalez. He said all of the product came from registered cultivation properties within Calaveras County. 

The issues 

Since the application was pending, as nearly 700 others were last week, Gonzalez maintained his operations were in compliance. He said G FarmaBrands was using the site to harvest. Activities included curing, drying, storing and packaging marijuana. 

Calaveras County Planning Director Peter Maurer said Thursday, qualified applicants were permitted to cultivate in the county. Cultivate, by definition included within the text of the urgency ordinance ratified in May, was a location where medical cannabis is grown, harvested, dried, cured, graded or trimmed. 

The explanation seemed to contradict what Calaveras County Sheriff Rick DiBasilio said on site near San Andreas on Oct. 28. He indicated the urgency ordinance established provisions for growing but neglected stipulations for processing, manufacturing and transportation of the product. 

The apparent issue that led to the incident was that the cultivators may have been harvesting product that was not registered specifically to them. Neither Gonzales nor Egozi were listed on the database published by County Planning individually. Still, some gray area remains. 

“The ordinance does not prohibit or allow the mass processing of crop from other cultivators,” Maurer said. 

DiBasilio said Thursday the ordinance does not allow for the use of processing of product from another property. He said the correct course of action would be for cultivators to process product on areas they are registered for. 

“You can grow, process, everything the ordinance allows you to do on your own registered grow,” he said. “Not your buddy, not your uncle, sister. It is your registered grow. That was the way the ordinance was designed.” 

Remaining violations 

Details at this point are limited since the investigation is ongoing, but DiBasilio said there were a “multitude of things going on at that site.” Maurer said the application filed by Calderon was denied shortly after the incident due to violations Maurer declined to identify. 

DiBasilio said “illegal aliens” were employed to work at the site. DiBasilio said about 30 people from outside the area who were not supposed to be in the country were given jobs. 

Gonzalez said about 20 employees were arrested from his site. He could not comment whether they were illegal workers. He said they came from the local employment pool in the area. 

“I kind of get my employment through a certain person,” Gonzalez said. “That’s really all I did.” 

Egozi declined to comment regarding similar employment questions. 

______________________________________________________________________________

Commerical cannabis farming, done right

Rimrock Farms produce a product to meet a business model 

By Terry Grillo terry@calaverasenterprise.com / November 7, 2016

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Mark Bolger was first in line to file his application to become a registered cannabis farmer on June 30 and was the first farmer certified as compliant by the Calaveras County Planning Commission. But being first does not change the seven-days-a-week, harvest-season grind of getting his crop to market.

“Ag is ag, you know. If you’re not willing to put in the hours and work hard and take care of business, you won’t be around for long,” he said on Saturday as he overlooked his rows of plants near Mountain Ranch.

Bolger, still only one of two operations to actually complete the county’s process to get a permit to grow cannabis, has an eye on the future of marijuana farming that will be decidedly different than the past, especially if voters pass Measure 64, which would legalize recreational marijuana use in the state.

He said he thinks that some of the hundreds of growers currently trying to register their operations with the county are depending too much on low yields and high prices to stay in business.

“That’s not going to last much longer,” he said. “I think there will be a drop in wholesale prices once the state bureaucracy comes into effect, and then there is Measure C, which could add an excise tax – and is necessary – and there are administrative fees and the list will get longer.”

“All of these costs definitely work within my business model, but unless you manage carefully, they could end your business,” he said.

Bolger has operated Rimrock Farms outside of San Andreas for about two years and it’s his second operational site. The other was destroyed in the Butte Fire. He has been building his agriculture operations since he moved to Calaveras County about 10 years ago.

He is 30 years old, employs five full-time workers and adds up to eight contract workers during harvest time. He “orchard farms” more than 160 large cannabis plants on his neat, carefully laid-out, and scientifically managed half acre. Bolger heads up an agriculture business that could realize a gross profit of at least $600,000 this year.

The gross income figure could go up substantially, but the October rains that brought the specter of mold and a running battle with a microscopic pest might be limiting factors.

But, he said on Saturday, “Business is good.”

And business is good for Bolger’s employees as well. “I pay $25 an hour for a W-2 employee or for a 1099-contracted worker,” he said. “And all, save one, are Calaveras County residents and many come from multi-generational county families.”

He said the five regular employees are hired year-around, managing the farm, checking on the detailed irrigation system and going through the labor and care necessary to maintain a successful agricultural operation in California.

Come harvest season, Rimrock Farms is busy every day until everything is harvested. Flowers are trimmed and brought into the production facility – a $150,000 building with equipment Bolger put up last year – where they are dried, sorted, weighed, bagged and prepared for delivery.

Rimrock Farms employees were working on the third cutting of the plants on Saturday. Each cutting produces flowers with slightly less marketable value. And the work is laborious. The plants are heavy and dense and workers must go through each plant and remove the ripe flowers at the right time.

As they work through the orchard, the workers remove plastic support netting and poles that hold the nets. The plants up are removed and set aside.

The kind of cannabis plant Bolger grows is more labor-intensive than others. The plants require supporting nets and posts to realize their full height and flower production. And they are dense plants and can easily fall victim to mold, which cuts the value of the final product. Mold is cause by moisture and October’s heavy rains kept Bolger and his crew inspecting the plants for the slightest tint of brown color.

Rimrock Farms sells a specific strain of cannabis knows at Goji, or “OG” in the industry. Bolger says he developed the strain for five years before going into production and it comes from Nepal. “It’s something that has been grown there for generations,” he said.

It is a hybrid plant, predominately from cannabis sativa but with a minor addition of cannabis indica. “OG” can treat pain from arthritis and other diseases thanks to the sativa part, but the indica addition makes it a good treatment for epilepsy and tremors. Bolger said is product is high in THC, which produces the psychoactive “high” from ingestion and also includes CDB. CDB is a limiting factor for the THC and can treat disorders of the nervous system. (THC means tetrahyderocannabinol and CBD refers to cannabidol, two of the many elements found in the cannabis plant.)

Bolger said his primary market is in Southern California. “I’d say 70 to 80 percent goes to dispensaries in Los Angeles and San Diego, with the rest going to the Bay Area and the Central Valley,” he said.

All of Rimrock’s plants are clones from a carefully protected mother plant. There is a test plot just outside of the production facility with 10 different female plants that could be candidates for production. Bolger said he has identified at least one strain that might be a viable product for next season.

“I look for ripening time, pest resistance, mold resistance and yield. One made the grade in the test garden after 18 months,” he said.

Rimrock Farms uses the latest irrigation system, soil combination and all-organic nutrient inputs. “We can’t be certified ‘organic’ by the California Department of Food and Agriculture or the U.S. Department of Agriculture yet, but I’m sure that will change over time,” Bolger wrote in an email on Monday.

“When MMRSA (The Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act of 2015) goes into effect in 2018, the Water Resources Control Board will pay attention to where our water comes from, and how much we use. So I put in flow meters tied to data recorders on my irrigation system. When they ask, I’ll know the answers,” he said.

He found that Rimrock uses 365,000 gallons per season, or about 1.122 acre-feet of water (one square acre, one foot deep) on his half-acre orchard. “The industry standard for water use on orchards like almonds, walnuts and apples is 2.2-to-2.6 acre-feet per season, depending on soil type,” said Bolger.

Doubling his 1.2 acre-foot use on the half-acre orchard puts him within the industry standard for water consumption at Rimrock Farms.
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/news/article_687d0994-a549-11e6-9c7e-1fcf42d2ab0c.html 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Public gets rare look at Melones Dam 

By Dana M. Nichols dana@calaverasenterprise.com / November 7, 2016

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

It may not have the tourist-drawing curb appeal of the Great Pyramid or Chichen Itxa, but New Melones Dam is undoubtedly the most massive human-made structure in Calaveras County or the surrounding region. In fact, at 625-feet in height, it is one of the largest such earthen dams in California, second only to Oroville, which is 742 feet high.

Yet the dam, at least the outward-facing, dry side of it, is rarely seen. That’s because of security concerns in the years since the 2001 Twin Towers attacks. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, caretaker for New Melones Reservoir, normally keeps the dam overlook area securely fenced off and behind a locked gate. Sunday, however, was one of two days each year that the area is opened, briefly, to the public.

“This is all protected by (the Department of) Homeland Security,” said New Melones Ranger Geoff Sharrard, who was on hand to answer questions and keep an eye on the handful of guests roaming the overlook’s parking lot and picnic area. “We do patrol it.”

Sharrard, who has only worked at New Melones since April, came equipped with a list of essential talking points about the reservoir.

“When New Melones is full, we have 750 billion gallons of water,” he said.

“Full,” however, is rarely a word that anyone can use to describe New Melones Reservoir.

The dam was completed in 1978, the last large dam built in California. The spillway and the power plant (it generates enough to serve 72,000 homes) were completed in 1979, Sharrard said.

It wasn’t until the record flooding of 1983 that New Melones Reservoir filled to its 2.4 million acre feet capacity. In fact, California Department of Water Resources records show that New Melones has only been full, or at least close to it, six times in its 37 year history. (The years that it was full or almost full were in 1983, 1986, and after record flooding in 1998, 1999, 2006 and 2011.)

The New Melones Dam on the Stanislaus River replaced a much smaller one originally built by irrigation districts, which still use water from the river to irrigate crops. The hope was that the new, much larger dam would provide an expanded supply of water that could be used to flush toxins out of the San Joaquin River Delta and compensate, to some extent, for the fact that little or no water from the San Joaquin River reaches the Delta. The Stanislaus River meets the San Joaquin River near Vernalis, just south of the delta.

Records show that this year, the sixth year of a drought, is sadly typical for New Melones Reservoir. The reservoir on Sunday held 509,734 acre feet of water, or about 21 percent of its capacity, and had not yet begun rising despite some rainfall in October.

That disappointing water yield, in turn, is certain to trigger more acrimony between water users and state and federal water managers. In particular, a recent state proposal to increase water flows from New Melones to benefit fish and improve conditions in the San Joaquin River Delta is already drawing fire from the water districts that use Stanislaus River water to irrigate crops and provide water to cities.

Meanwhile, Sharrard said that those who want to gaze on New Melones Dam and ponder its history do have another option besides waiting for the Bureau of Reclamation to announce another opportunity to visit the overlook at the end of Peoria Flat Road.

“The best way to look at the dam is to go out in a boat,” he said. The agency offers boat ramps at its Tuttletown and Glory Hole recreation areas off Highway 49.
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/news/article_ea740b9c-a548-11e6-9d5d-b7aeec685367.html 
______________________________________________________________________________

Sonora City Council

Public shows interest in police consolidation talks 

By Alex MacLean, The Union Democrat 

Published Nov 8, 2016 at 12:25AM 

Even though the Sonora City Council wasn’t interested in discussing the idea of merging the Sonora Police Department with the Tuolumne County Sheriff’s Office last month, a nearly packed meeting room Monday night at City Hall would suggest the public feels otherwise. 

The council heard from 11 people who spoke on the subject, with six urging further studies and five totally opposed to the idea. About 30 people were in attendance to see what the public and council had to say, far more than typically show up to regularly scheduled meetings. 

“My feeling is that it doesn’t hurt to investigate the situation,” said Councilman George Segarini. “I would have no problem forming some type of committee to look into that further.” 

Monday’s public discussion on whether the council should consider the idea of consolidating the city’s police department with the county’s sheriff’s office stems from Sonora Police Chief Mark Stinson’s pending retirement in December. 

Stinson’s announcement prompted former county Sheriff Richard Nutting, who served during the mid-1990s, to raise the idea of combining the agencies rather than hire a new chief. 

On Oct. 5, Mayor Connie Williams and City Administrator Tim Miller released statements saying the council had decided behind closed doors at a meeting two days prior against entertaining talks about a possible consolidation. 

That decision led Sonora resident Carol Doud to serve the city with a formal complaint alleging the council had violated the Brown Act, the state’s open government law, by not allowing for public discussion prior to the decision, among other alleged violations related to its handling of the matter. 

“I’m not in favor one way or the other, but I think we need to look at it and have a conversation,” Doud said to the council Monday night. “I’m really encouraged in my feelings about that with all of the people here.” 

The city police department employs 28 people, including 12 full-time sworn officers, three part-time officers, a lieutenant, and the chief. Meanwhile, the county sheriff’s office employs 155 people and 60 volunteers. 

Those in favor of consolidation, including Nutting in a guest editorial published in The Union Democrat last month, argue that consolidating the forces into a single entity would potentially save money and improve service by reducing overlapping efforts, making recruitment easier and improving training. 

“It is not just a case of money, although I believe you will see a financial savings by combining the services,” Nutting said to the council Monday night. “It is also the opportunity to get more services to your citizens through the additional personnel that will be available from the sheriff’s department.” 

Sonora resident Ted Michaud said he supported the city investing in an assessment of public safety services and provided information on suggestions for holding public discussions about consolidating such services. 

Sherri Brennan, who represents the city as the elected county supervisor for District 1, said the county would be willing to participate in discussions if the city chooses to go that route. 

“It makes no sense if the service can’t be elevated to a higher place, but we won’t know unless we study that,” she said. 

Micki Rucker, owner of a consignment store on South Washington Street, said she spoke with other downtown merchants about the topic and believes the city should form a study group comprised of city officials, police, elected leaders, business owners and members of the public to weigh the potential positives and negatives. 

Some of those who spoke against consolidation at Monday’s meeting cited the city’s need for a local police force that has a stronger connection to the community it serves. 

Randy Selesia, owner of Vic’s Towing in Sonora, said he’s worked with Sonora police on a daily basis for the past 50 years and believes those pushing for consolidation are missing the benefits of having a department with strong community ties. 

“These guys go out of their way to serve the community,” he told the council. “Being next to Sonora high school and seeing the way they interact with the kids, it would be a horrible mistake to change the way we do business in Sonora.” 

Gary Anderson, a former councilman who serves on the city’s Planning Commission, said the idea of consolidation has been rejected when it has come up in the past, citing a half-cent supplemental sales tax approved by in 2004 as Measure I to provide more funding for police, fire and public works. 

Hank Russell, a former councilman and mayor, said the city should rescind the tax if they decide to pursue consolidation. The tax generates roughly $1.5 million in revenue per year. 

“If you decide to let the police department go, I think it’s only fair that you rescind that additional tax,” he said. 

The idea of rescinding the tax drew some questions from the council to Douglas White, the city’s new contract attorney who attended his first council meeting Monday night. White said he would have to analyze the potential funding implications and report back to the council at its next meeting. 

Aaron Hagadorn, the city’s equipment mechanic, said he was concerned that rescinding Measure I would have wider-reaching impacts on other city services funded by the tax. 

“If you consolidate the police department and rescind Measure I, you put people out of work,” he said after the meeting. 

While everyone on the council expressed appreciation for the local police department and its employees, only Matt Hawkins seemed strongly opposed to looking further into the concept. 

Hawkins, who was endorsed in the June election by the Sonora Police Officers Association, said he asked residents about consolidation while campaigning for office in 2010 and 2014, but most said they wanted the police department to stay intact. He also said he’s heard rumblings about possible recall efforts for any council members who support the idea. 

“There are reasons cities become cities, and this is one of those reasons,” he said. “We need a localized police department, just like we need a localized fire department, just like we need localized public works.” 

However, the council ultimately reached a consensus to have city staff prepare options for how to move forward with the process of studying the concept and prepare an analysis of the implications on the Measure I tax. 

Miller said another discussion with an opportunity for the public to comment would likely be scheduled for the council’s next regular meeting on Nov. 21. 

Also at Monday’s meeting, the council: 

• approved a nearly $14,000 contract to Sonora-based Level One Web Design for building a new website for the city. Rachelle Kellogg, the city’s community development director, said the firm was the highest ranked out of 11 proposals received, which had similar price tags. 

• approved a $38,000 contract to Koff and Associates for a comprehensive study of the city’s job classifications and compensation rates to compare with other similar areas. The firm recently completed such a study for the county. 
http://www.uniondemocrat.com/localnews/4797081-151/public-shows-interest-in-police-consolidation-talks?referrer=fpblob 
______________________________________________________________________________

Planning Commission To Vote On Don Pedro Dollar General

B.J. Hansen, MML News Director / November 8, 2016
Don Pedro, CA — A plan seen as contentious by some, to build a Dollar General Store in the Lake Don Pedro community, will go before the Tuolumne County Planning Commission next week.

Anticipating a large crowd, the meeting will take place Wednesday, November 16,  at 6pm, in the Don Pedro High School gymnasium at 3090 Merced Fals Road in La Grange. Foothill Land Development, LLC is hoping to construct the 9,100 sq. ft. commercial building at the intersection of Las Palmas Way and Highway 132.

Nearly a year ago, the Tuolumne County Planning Commission, and later the Board of Supervisors, denied approval of a Dollar General Store in Columbia after hearing an uproar from the local community. Opponents argued that the national chain store did not fit with the town’s historic character and would negatively impact existing businesses. Tuolumne County has existing Dollar General Store’s in Soulsbyville and Jamestown.

The county notes that four petitions, with a combined 700 signatures, have been submitted in opposition of the Don Pedro Dollar General Store. County documents indicate that the long operating Don Pedro Market is among the main opposition to the store. The owner stated in a written response that the small community, of around 3,000, would be unable to support two “general grocery stores.”

Whatever decision is made by the Planning Commission…it could eventually be appealed to the Board of Supervisors. The November 16 meeting is open to the public.

http://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/276917/planning-commission-to-vote-on-don-pedro-dollar-general.html?utm_source=myM 
______________________________________________________________________________

Oil trains in canyon stir disaster preparation

BY JANE BRAXTON LITTLE Bee Correspondent/ Sac Bee / November 8, 2016

QUINCY 

State wildlife officials are preparing to respond to what many consider all but inevitable: an oil-train accident in the Feather River Canyon, a 70-mile rail route along a major source of drinking water for the state.

It’s been nearly two years since the last derailment along the winding mountain rail line between Oroville and Quincy, but a network of responders trained to care for oil-soaked wildlife is not taking any chances.

Last month they moved an emergency-response trailer to Oroville with supplies for treating mountain lions, coyotes, birds and other animals caught in oil spilled from a railroad tank car.

The action came after officials working with the state’s Office of Spill Prevention and Response team visited the entire length of the Feather River Canyon to evaluate the potential for setting up wildlife recovery gear. Their assessment produced a list of sites that could be used as staging areas for their 20-foot mobile animal hospital.

An increase in trains transporting crude oil nationwide has raised the potential for accidents, making the impacts on wildlife a much bigger issue than they once were, said Kyra Mills-Parker, deputy director of field operations for the Oiled Wildlife Care Network based in Davis.

Her group works closely with the Spill Prevention and Response office, which was created after the 1990 Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska. Designed to coordinate the response to accidents involving oil, in 2014 the mandate expanded from marine waters along the California coast to all statewide waters at risk of oil spills from any source, including pipelines and shipments of oil transported by railroads.

Mills-Parker and a team with the spill prevention office are developing plans for getting equipment in and injured animals out of the Feather River Canyon. Along with steep terrain and limited road access, limited cellphone reception is a major challenge.

“Communication is such a huge part of a successful recovery response,” she said.

The Feather River Canyon is a low-elevation transportation corridor from the northern Sierra Nevada to the Sacramento Valley routing trains and autos along the sinuous contours carved by the river. The railroad, completed in 1910, and the two-lane highway, built in the 1930s, swap sides, crossing the river on a series of bridges. Railroad trestles as old as a century make this rail line one of the sites at greatest risk for accidents in the state.

The water itself is part of the State Water Project, providing drinking water to millions of residents as far south as Los Angeles and helping irrigate nearly 1 million acres of farmland. Contamination from an oil spill would affect millions of people throughout California, said Greg Hagwood, the Plumas County sheriff and director of emergency services.

“From commerce to wildlife and water quality, this canyon ranks high in just about every conceivable risk category,” he said.

Oil spills have been a concern nationally since a dramatic surge in production in oil fields in the Midwest and Canada increased the volume from about 10,000 railroad tank cars in 2008 to nearly half a million in 2014. That year several 100-car trains of volatile oil traveled through the Feather River Canyon and midtown Sacramento to the Bay Area.

Those shipments stopped late last year, but wildlife officials remain wary. They are working with BNSF and Union Pacific Railroad officials on plans for how to best collect oil-coated species, provide immediate treatment and transport them to places where they can recover.

In the event of a major spill, state wildlife responders would call on trained volunteers for assistance. North Valley Animal Disaster Group, based in Chico, is closest to the Feather River Canyon among the 30 member organizations statewide working with the Oiled Wildlife Care Network.

North Valley is the first inland organization to work with the state. Around 10 of its volunteers have been trained to assist in caring for wildlife affected by an oil spill, said Debbie Silcox, a state employee who has responded to coastal spills.

Other members of the network include universities, scientific researchers and animal care groups, Mills-Parker said.

Plumas County officials are aware of the potential for disaster in the Feather River Canyon, Hagwood said. Accidents have mounted with the increase in the number of trains transporting oil around the country. A 2013 oil train explosion in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, haunts firefighters across the continent. The fire and detonation of multiple tank cars carrying Bakken crude oil killed 47 people and destroyed dozens of buildings.

Two recent decisions by California communities have at least temporarily quashed rail company plans to increase the amount of oil-train traffic in California. The Benicia City Council rejected a proposal by Valero Refining Co. that would have allowed it to receive oil from two 50-car trains daily on rail lines through the Feather River watershed and downtown Sacramento.

The San Luis Obispo County Planning Commission rejected a request by Phillips 66 Co. to build a facility at its Nipomo Mesa refinery that would allow it to receive oil shipments via three trains a week, some of which likely would have traveled through Sacramento and other Northern California communities.

Hagwood, the Plumas sheriff, is not counting on these political decisions to keep his community safe. To increase local protections, Plumas County acquired an oil spill trailer and positioned it along Highway 70 at Rogers Flat for quick deployment in the Feather River Canyon. Along with firefighting foam, the equipment includes 1,200 feet of booms used to contain an oil spill. Using funds from a railroad accident settlement, Hagwood and other emergency responders recently held an on-site exercise to test both equipment and training needs.

The county is much better prepared and its personnel better trained than even six months ago, Hagwood said, “but I don’t know if I’ll ever feel completely prepared.”

Wildlife emergency responders may also mount a full deployment drill in the Feather River Canyon, Mills-Parker said. That would give staff and volunteers an opportunity to test equipment and emergency access systems.

“This is one of the most challenging geographic areas we’ve encountered. We’re still in the infancy of deciding what to do,” Mills-Parker said.
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SCIENCE

Scientists trace Earth’s process to reboot itself

BY SARAH KAPLAN The Washington Post / November 8, 2016
It doesn’t take a very long time to irreversibly change the planet. In just a few dozen millennia – a geologic blink of an eye – three quarters of Earth’s living things went extinct 66 million years ago. The cause was probably a massive asteroid impact, possibly accompanied by colossal volcanic eruptions.

The consequences of what scientists call the Cretaceous-Tertiary (K-T) mass extinction were catastrophic: All the dinosaurs died (except for birds). Millions of microscopic organisms were killed off. Invertebrates vanished from land and sea. In North America, close to the site of the Chicxulub asteroid impact crater, more than half of all plant species were wiped away.

Recovering from the damage, on the other hand, is a very lengthy process.

Scientists working to understand how life rebounded after the K-T extinction found that it took another 4 million years before biodiversity returned to healthy levels in South America – making the recovery period 125 times as long as the actual extinction.

And that’s short, by global standards, said Penn State paleontologist Michael Donovan, the lead author of a study in Nature this week: North America took 9 million years to recover. It appears that ecosystems are a lot like trust: They take a moment to break, and forever to rebuild.

Donovan and his colleagues draw their conclusions from tiny holes found in thousands of fossilized leaves – evidence of insect bites taken long ago. By cataloging and quantifying damage from leaves taken from four moments in geologic time – one right before the extinction event, three in the millions of years after – the scientists could track how plants and their insect predators recovered in the wake of the catastrophe.

“What we do in these studies is we take up a fossil leaf, look at it under the microscope to see if it has any damage, and if it does, we categorize it by numbers,” Donovan said. “From there we can quantify the damage and compare how it changes through time.”

Plants and insects are the most diverse multicellular organisms on Earth, and they provide the foundation for most terrestrial food webs. The relationship between the two groups is often a bellwether for how other organisms will fare. Studies in modern rain forests suggest that diversity of insect damage on leaves is a good proxy for overall insect diversity, which in turn can be used to understand the overall health of the ecosystem.

At the end of the Cretaceous period, roughly 67 million years ago, bugs were nibbling away with abandon. But in his sample from right after the extinction event, which included leaves that were about 65 million years old, the diversity of bites fell by more than 20 percent.

“It suggests that those ecosystems are less healthy than the more diverse ecosystems that existed before this major catastrophe,” Donovan said.

Samples from 64 million years ago showed gradual improvement, and by 62 million years ago the insect damage rates were back up to their normal levels. Donovan can’t say for sure whether this means that insect species that had died off were replaced, or that species that had been depleted returned to their former numbers. But it does indicate that overall diversity was strong once more.

Most of our understanding of the K-T extinction (which is technically called the K-Pg extinction now, because even though the rocks don’t change, geologists’ jargon often does) comes from the badlands in the American West, because that is where evidence of the catastrophe was best preserved. But that region was also one of the hardest hit, so it skewed how scientists viewed the world’s overall recovery.

“I expected that the recovery (in South America) would be faster, but I didn’t necessarily think it would be this fast,” Donovan said.

This work is more than just an intellectual exercise, he added. “Everything that’s alive today is descended from organisms that survived this extinction event” – it’s effectively the last time life hit the “reset” button.

“If you look at many modern forests in South America, there’s really highly diverse insect feeding,” Donovan said. “They might be part of the legacy of these insects that survived the extinction or diversified during this early recovery period.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

Let’s make America civil again 

By Muriel Zeller /Take a Lode Off / Calaveras Enterprise / November 8, 2016

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

There is a lot riding on this election for our country and our community. Nationally, we will either elect the first female president or the first president who has not previously held political office or served in the military – two historically unique choices and two candidates that could not be farther apart in their respective visions for the country. Whether you believe Hillary Clinton will make us “stronger together” or Donald Trump will “make America great again,” you must agree that the winner will face an unprecedented challenge in accomplishing either goal due to the deep social and political divisions that have been exposed and exacerbated by the presidential campaign.

Locally, we have had our own fair share of divisiveness expressed primarily in relation to the regulation of cannabis cultivation and its attendant activities. Even if the cannabis industry is not legitimized locally by the passage of Measure D, it will continue to be legitimate under the county’s interim urgency ordinance. If passed, D would replace the county ordinance, but regardless of the Measure D outcome, the cannabis conundrum will continue.

If D fails, the fate of the interim ordinance and the proposed permanent ordinance for which it is a placeholder will rest in the hands of a reconfigured Board of Supervisors. After the election, there will definitely be two new supervisors and possibly four if there is a recall in District 5. There is a distinct possibility that there will not be the four votes necessary to continue the interim ordinance, which means work on the environmental impact report for the permanent ordinance will be suspended, and we will return to having no regulation of commercial cannabis.

Add to the mix that there will likely be a special election sometime after the first of the year on a measure to ban cannabis cultivation in the county. As I understand it, if Measure D passes, the ban measure must garner more votes than D in order to overturn D. However, if D fails and the supervisors do not extend the interim ordinance, which is one path to making cannabis cultivation illegal again, will the ban proponents still proceed with the ban measure? I’m betting that they will, because supervisors can change their minds and their votes. An initiative of the people can only be changed by the people, which would, of course, apply to either initiative, i.e., the ban or Measure D. Are you confused yet? I know I am.

There has been no shortage of opinion or vitriol surrounding the cannabis issue. Our local house is definitely divided, which is not surprising given our national divide. The devolution of discourse is apparent both nationally and locally. One has only to peruse the comments regarding cannabis on the Enterprise website to discover that civility is dead, spelling, grammar and punctuation have suffered heavy casualties and reason is running scared. Whatever became of the art of persuasion? It seems to have been replaced by fear mongering and intimidation, which is most often a polarizing reiteration of one’s own closely held prejudices. Plus, I don’t really think anyone has been persuaded by online comments. They are too partisan, too extreme and, well, just too snarky.

In addition to cannabis, Calaveras County faces divisions over the general plan update, environmental issues, the thrust of the local economy and what actually constitutes rural character. Cannabis, however, will remain immediate and controversial and it will impact the environment, economy and rural character. Cannabis truly does have the potential to be a game changer in Calaveras County. Anyone who disputes that hasn’t been paying attention. So where do we go from here? One thing is certain, we’re all on the same road headed for a future of our own making.

On this Election Day, I am not advocating for any particular candidate or any particular initiative. It’s too late anyway. You’ve probably already voted. I am advocating for a return to civility. I’m not asking you to agree with everyone – how dull. I’m simply asking that you be assertive but not aggressive. I’m asking you to listen with respect. And if you disagree, say so plainly and with the conviction that comes from a reasonable consideration of the alternatives. We just might be able to make America and Calaveras County great, because we are stronger together.

Muriel Zeller is a poet, writer, and Valley Springs resident. Contact her at murielzeller52@gmail.com.

______________________________________________________________________________

Affordable housing measure passes 

By Alex MacLean, The Union Democrat 

Published Nov 9, 2016 at 12:32AM 

A local ballot measure widely supported by local leaders to allow for the construction or acquisition of up to 60 affordable housing units in Tuolumne County each year passed by a margin of 823 votes Tuesday night, according to unofficial results from the Tuolumne County Elections Office.

Measure K, which was placed on the ballot by the Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors in June, received 8,857 “yes” votes (52.44 percent) to 8,034 “no” votes (47.56 percent), with all 70 precincts counted. 

Election officials say there are still an untold number of provisional and vote-by-mail ballots left to count, but they expect to have the number Wednesday. 

The measure received widespread support from elected leaders, county officials, homeless advocates, the Tuolumne County Business Council, the Tuolumne County Building Industry and the Tuolumne County Association of Realtors. 

There were no arguments against the measure submitted to the elections office. 

The board unanimously voted to place the measure on the ballot after approving a letter of support for a developer seeking an up to $10.5 million federal grant to build an 80-unit affordable apartment complex for seniors at 10970 Golf Links Road in Jamestown. 

Although the measure doesn’t pertain to the specific development, the California State Constitution requires voters to approve such affordable housing projects that utilize funding. If 60 units aren’t built in a given year, they can be carried over to the next year’s allotment. 

______________________________________________________________________________

Voters turn down Calaveras cannabis law 

By Jason Cowan, The Union Democrat, @jcowan1031 

Published Nov 9, 2016 at 12:32AM 

Efforts to completely regulate the cannabis industry in Calaveras County were defeated Tuesday after Measure D fell short of the majority required to write the ordinance into law. 

Measure D’s failure puts the cannabis industry and its permanent future in a state of uncertainty. Caslin Tomaszewski, of Ruckus Farms in Mokelumne Hill, said many cultivators in the county could feel more uncertain about the industry’s future after the 9 percent defeat at the polls. 

“It depends on what type of board we’ll get (next year),” said Tomaszewski Tuesday afternoon. “Some feel like they’ll want to put another initiative forward. Others feel like we have a good enough relationship as we go forward and enough faith in the political process to try to get it done on a county level via advocacy.” 

The measure would have completely regulated the cannabis industry in Calaveras County. Proposed by two citizens of Murphys who do not cultivate marijuana, its intentions were to organize land use and protect neighbors from the “annoyances” associated with the industry, Barden Stevenot said. 

“The ordinance brings into code environmental protections, noise stipulations, light regulations, runoff,” said Stevenot, one of the two original proponents. “Lights, generator noise …” 

The defeat of the measure ends what has been a progressive year for the cannabis industry in the county. Officials passed an urgency ordinance in May that regulated marijuana cultivation in the county on a temporary basis until staff could draft a permanent ordinance. 

On the horizon is a citizens’ initiative that could ban cultivation. Bill McManus, a primary proponent in the efforts to ban commercial cultivation in the county, said last week more than 5,000 signatures were gathered in favor of a ban measure. He said they only need 3,200 signatures to be verified to qualify for placement during a special election. 

Measure C passes 

A vote to impose a commercial cannabis tax passed Tuesday evening by more than a two-thirds margin. 

The tax, Measure C, will impose a $2 charge for each square foot of land used to grow marijuana. Amounts change once the U.S. Department of Food and Agriculture establishes a method to track and trace marijuana from seedling to sale. 

Once provisions are created, cannabis will be taxed on basis of weight. 

During a cannabis debate in May, Tomaszewski estimated the tax could provide the county between $15 million and $20 million in funds, which would not be designated toward a particular program. 

______________________________________________________________________________

Area balk at taxes to fix bumpy, busy roads

BY TONY BIZJAK tbizjak@sacbee.com/ November 10, 2016

Sacramento leaders say they’re not sure what to do about the region’s traffic congestion and crumbling roads after two local transportation sales tax measures fell short of the two-thirds majority needed for passage, despite winning significant support from voters.

Sixty-five percent of Sacramento County voters agreed on Tuesday to raise their sales tax another half-cent to fund pothole repairs and add a few significant new projects, including the widening of the congested Capital City Freeway over the American River. That Measure B approval number still fell short of the legal 67 percent standard for special tax approvals.

Similarly, Measure M in Placer County, which would have raised funds to rebuild the Interstate 80-Highway 65 interchange, fell several percentage points short of passage.

Jeffrey Spencer, head of the Sacramento Transportation Authority, said it is clear that residents in both counties want to improve their daily commute, but not quite enough to dip further into their pockets. Perhaps it will take worsening traffic jams and more potholes before they embrace the idea of raising taxes.

“Voters often wait until they reach the pain threshold,” Spencer said. “People vote for mobility, but their pain threshold has to be high enough to value that. Evidently in Sacramento, it wasn’t valued enough.”

A Measure B vote analysis by precinct shows the highest support for the tax was among Sacramento city and Rancho Cordova residents, and county residents living near freeways and light-rail lines. The lowest level of support was found in suburban areas such as Orangevale, Citrus Heights and Elk Grove, as well as in rural areas.

Similar transportation measures notably passed in the state’s two most metropolitan and congested counties, Los Angeles and San Francisco. Overall, though, eight of 15 transportation sales tax measures fell short.

In conservative Placer County, Measure M proponents say they are at a loss about how to fund fixes and expansions on that county’s tightly packed roads.

“Things will get worse before they get better,” said Celia McAdam, head of the Placer County Transportation Planning Agency. “The traffic is still out there, but we don’t have any money, to put it bluntly.”

Officials at the financially struggling Sacramento Regional Transit agency had hoped for Measure B funds to help replace aging buses and light-rail vehicles and to expand service. General Manager Henry Li on Wednesday said the agency will continue to look for some source of local funds, but he said he does not know yet what that would be. In the meantime, he said, the agency probably will not be able to increase service in the foreseeable future.

The local transportation sales tax measures reflect an attempt by California counties to come up with a stable, locally controlled funding source to make up for what officials say is a failure by the state and Congress to fund basic needs.

Local officials say they do not know what to expect from the new federal leadership. President-elect Donald Trump has said he wants to build transportation infrastructure, but hasn’t offered sdetails. Congress has stalled for years on finding adequate funding mechanisms to compensate for eroding gas tax revenue.

Gov. Jerry Brown called a special session on transportation funding in 2015 to deal with a $3.5 billion repair backlog, without results so far. Sacramento City Councilman Steve Hansen said he plans to ask legislators to work on funding, including looking into the potential of changing the law that requires a two-thirds majority vote for special taxes.

Sacramento city officials have a smaller transportation funding mechanism in the works – a fee on new development to help build roads, transit and other transportation improvements to handle demand caused by that new development. The City Council will consider the fee in December.

Tony Bizjak: 916-321-1059 @TonyBizjak 

______________________________________________________________________________

Large retail strip planned for Curtis Park development

BY RYAN LILLIS rlillis@sacbee.com / November 10, 2016

One day after filing an application to build a large retail building in the heart of his Crocker Village neighborhood, developer Paul Petrovich submitted plans Tuesday for a second retail strip in the Sacramento project.

Petrovich filed the latest application Wednesday for a 33,879-square-foot retail strip facing Crocker Drive, just north of Sutterville Road. Drawings for the project show 16 different shops, but no tenants were identified. The retail strip is part of a larger 111,797-square-foot shopping center where Petrovich has sought to build a grocery store. He is seeking a city review of the design of the retail strip.

Petrovich declined to comment on the project Wednesday.

A summary of the project with the application said “the design for the Crocker Village Neighborhood Shopping Center has been informed by the historic architecture” of the former railyard site. It said the buildings will include “historic materials and colors,” as well as “period light fixtures, metal and fabric canopies, trim and roof cornices, and natural colors” inspired by architecture from the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
“The Crocker Village Neighborhood Shopping Center design will bring a small town fabric to the residents of Crocker Village, the surrounding neighborhood, and to the city of Sacramento,” the application reads.
Petrovich Development filed a separate application Tuesday with the city for a 36,500-square-foot retail center on Crocker Drive and 10th Avenue, north of the retail center that was the focus of Wednesday’s filing. No tenant was named in that application.

Petrovich is suing the city over its refusal to allow Safeway to construct a gas station next to a grocery store it had planned to build in the development, previously named Curtis Park Village.

Ryan Lillis: 916-321-1085, @Ryan_Lillis 

______________________________________________________________________________

Communities look to cash in locally on legal cannabis

BY PETER HECHT phecht@sacbee.com / November 10, 2016

The potential impact of Proposition 64 and legalized recreational marijuana in California was driven home by more than 50 city and county measures that set rules for taxing, regulating and governing the pot trade at a community level.

Voters in diverse regions across California overwhelmingly approved tax hikes to turn marijuana into a potential revenue source for local governments. But different areas reflected sharply different attitudes on how much cannabis cultivation and commerce to encourage – or put up with.

Voters in Marysville approved Measure F to impose a local 15 percent gross receipts tax on two new dispensaries being licensed by the city. Stockton residents passed Measure P to allow up to four marijuana stores and four commercial cultivation facilities, and Measure Q to cash in by imposing local taxes of 3.5 percent to 5 percent on retail marijuana sales.

“I think voters were tuned into the fact that this is a commodity, the biggest cash crop in California right now,” said Stockton measures P and Q supporter Zacj Drivon, a local attorney representing cannabis interests. “The potential economic benefits were absolutely something the voters were aware of. … I think this is a good thing for California and good thing for Stockton.”

Desert cities in Southern California gave lopsided ballot victories for heavily taxed local commercial marijuana cultivation in hopes of positioning the beleaguered communities of Adelanto, Cathedral City and Coachella as pot production centers for the Greater Los Angeles market. And voters in Monterey County approved similar measures designed to reap tax money from marijuana cultivation in Salinas Valley and Central Coast communities.

Santa Barbara approved a 20 percent gross receipts tax on dispensaries selling medical or recreational marijuana, and other cities passed levies ranging from 3 percent to 18 percent. Long Beach voted to repeal a ban on dispensaries, allow up to 32 pot stores and tax them.

The local taxes will come on top of a 15 percent statewide excise tax on all marijuana sales that will be imposed under Proposition 64.

While residents in numerous cities and counties were voting to monetize Proposition 64, they were also putting the brakes on cannabis industry expansion in many jurisdictions. Measures backed by marijuana farmers or investors hoping to expand cannabis cultivation rights were soundly rejected in several regions, including some traditionally pot-friendly destinations.

“It’s clear that voters like to tax marijuana,” said Dale Gieringer, California director for the pro-legalization National Organization for Reform of Marijuana Laws. “And it’s clear that they are understandably suspicious of measures that are sponsored by the marijuana industry. They are seen as ‘special interest proposals’ that undercut controls by local officials.”

On election night, Calaveras County was a case in point.

The Mother Lode county of 44,000 residents voted by 68 to 32 percent for Measure C, a ballot measure that proponents predicted would bring millions of dollars into county coffers from a $2-per-square-foot tax on outdoor or greenhouse cultivation of marijuana for commercial purposes.

Measure C was put on the ballot by county supervisors and backed by the sheriff. Meanwhile, marijuana farmers and advocates also backed Measure D, which stood to expand allowable cultivation on some properties and extend county marijuana business licensing to cannabis product manufacturers, distributors and other entities.

Measure D lost by 54 to 46 percent on the strength of opponents’ ballot argument that “marijuana is quickly destroying the peace, environment, panoramic vistas, public safety and general quality of life” in the county.

In Yuba County, Measure E, qualified for the ballot by marijuana advocates, stood to overturn a ban on outdoor marijuana growing and authorize for-profit cultivation on properties of 3 acres or more. It lost by 56 to 44 percent.

In Mendocino County, in the heart of California’s celebrated Emerald Triangle pot county, voters delivered a mixed verdict, endorsing taxes but widely rejecting an unbridled spread of cannabis businesses.

Mendocino voters strongly supported local Measure AI to allow 2.5 percent to 10 percent taxes on gross receipts of marijuana cultivators and a $2,500 a year tax on other pot businesses. They overwhelmingly passed local advisory Measure AJ, which urged directing proceeds to mental health services, road repairs, fire and emergency services and police code enforcement of cannabis business.

But they roundly voted down Measure AF, the so-called Mendocino Heritage Act. It would have allowed an unlimited number of local permits for cultivation, dispensaries and other pot businesses.

“Mendocino County, with our long history and reputation, is not anti-cannabis,” said Supervisor John McCowen, a supporter of the local tax measure but a leading opponent of the Heritage Act. “It was written by a small group of marijuana growers and dispensary interests to protect their interests – but without protecting the general needs of the community and the environment.”

Peter Hecht: 916-326-5539 @phecht_sacbee 
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Presidential Election Results

Sac Bee / November 10, 2016
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What’s next for green policy with Trump?

BY STEVEN MUFSON AND BRADY DENNIS The Washington Post / November 10, 2016

WASHINGTON 

Donald Trump comes into office with a plan to toss out most of what President Barack Obama achieved on energy and the environment.

While vowing to cancel the international Paris climate accord Obama championed, Trump would also rearrange domestic energy and environmental priorities. He wants to open up federal lands to oil and gas drilling and coal mining. He wants to eliminate regulations he calls needless. He would scrap proposed regulations for tighter methane controls on domestic drillers. And he wants to shrink the role of the Environmental Protection Agency to a mostly advisory one and pull back the Clean Power Plan, Obama’s proposed plan to push utilities toward lower carbon emissions.

Although Trump has portrayed himself as the ultimate outsider, in putting together a transition team the New York real estate mogul has chosen veteran Washington insiders, many of them lobbyists for fossil fuel companies and skeptics about climate science.

“It sure looks a whole lot friendlier than it would have under President Podesta … I mean President Clinton,” Stephen Brown, vice president of government relations for the oil refiner Tesoro, said, referring to John Podesta, the Clinton campaign chairman who views steps to slow climate change a high priority and who led climate efforts under Obama.

Brown predicted that the Paris climate accord “will be scrapped quickly,” obstacles to infrastructure projects such as pipelines would be reexamined, and regulations about the social cost of environmental impacts would be gone. “The Clean Power Plan will die a slow death,” he said.

Only a day earlier, environmental groups had been planning to press a President-elect Hillary Clinton to stick to a tough set of energy and environmental policies. Clinton had been adamant that she would follow through on the promises Obama made under the Paris climate accord, and vowed to implement the Clean Power Plan and reduce the nation’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Now the environmental groups that have helped shape Obama’s policies are on the defensive.

“We’re feeling angry and sad and contemplative,” said Michael Brune, executive director of the Sierra Club. “Trump is now, as president-elect, soon to be the only head of state on the planet that doesn’t believe in climate change, nor thinks we should do anything about it.”

Asked how the environmental movement would deal with a President Trump, Bill McKibben, founder of the climate action group 350.org, said in an email “(I) don’t really know. I think it’s clear that he wants no part of environmental progress.”

Other environmental group leaders tried to rally their supporters.

“Sixteen years ago when faced with the election of President Bush, the environmental community utilized the courts, the Senate filibuster, watchdogged political appointees and galvanized the public to take action,” Erich Pica, president of Friends of the Earth, said in an email. “We will have to take these same actions against a President Trump.”
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Atlanta under haze from fires

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS/ November 10, 2016
ATLANTA 

Wildfires burning across the South have created a smoky haze over metro Atlanta and prompted a public health advisory in Kentucky – and the forests are expected to continue burning for days as flaming leaves fall to the ground and spread the fire, authorities said Wednesday.

In Georgia, gusty winds from the north are bringing smoke from fires raging in the north Georgia mountains into the state capital.

In Tennessee, seven firefighters were trapped Tuesday evening in a forest fire west of Kings-port. All seven were later accounted for and none was injured, said Gary Murrell, director of the Hawkins County Emergency Management Agency.
______________________________________________________________________________

Californians zigged while the rest of American voters zagged

OPINION
BY DAN MORAIN dmorain@sacbee.com / November 10, 2016

Once again, the red tidal wave stopped on the other side of the Sierra, though only for the time being.

In the Rust Belt and South, voters put their faith in a bombastic New York real estate mogul and reality television star who promises to make American great again.

In California, voters banned plastic bags, raised cigarettes taxes, and imposed taxes on soda in San Francisco, Albany and Oakland.

The National Rifle Association, which spent $52 million on the campaign nationally, much of it to elect Donald Trump, proclaimed that “Trump’s victory repudiates the assertion by gun control advocates that the political calculus regarding the Second Amendment has changed.”

Out here in the West, voters easily passed Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom’s initiative to regulate ammunition, proving that the NRA is, as Newsom has said, a “paper tiger” in California elections.

Nationally, Republicans retained control of Congress, ensuring that Mitch McConnell will remain U.S. Senate leader and Paul Ryan will stay House speaker, so long as his right flank permits it.

California voters elected a Democratic supermajority to the California Assembly, and, depending on late vote counts, possibly in the state Senate.

Tuesday’s results left the national Democratic Party dazed and confused. In California, 62.5 percent of the voters sent Democratic Attorney General Kamala Harris to Washington, where she almost certainly will become a new face of the party.

But try though it might to be an island, California is part of a union, one that soon will be led by a man who has taken stands that are in direct conflict with this state on gun control, the environment and immigration, to name a few.

“It is going to be a real fight,” Harris said.

Under President Barack Obama, Gov. Jerry Brown and legislators here enjoyed favored status, gaining waivers to follow their muse on climate change, regulation of toxic chemicals, creation of a state-managed retirement system for low-wage workers, and health care to the children of illegal immigrants.

Trump can challenge any of it and undo Obama’s legacy by signing executive orders that would countermand Obama’s orders, pushing legislation through the Republican-controlled Congress and winning Senate confirmation of federal judges.

As a candidate, Trump called for the large-scale deportation of illegal immigrants and attacked sanctuary cities, in which local officials adopt policies against assisting federal immigration officials.

Whether President Trump follows through with the deportation promise is another question. But legislative leaders are taking Trump at his word and are looking to sock away money to fund coming legal battles.

“California has long set an example for other states to follow. And California will defend its people and our progress,” Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon and Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de León said in a joint statement, the operative word being “defend.”

In several instances, California has gone beyond federal law, granting drivers’ licenses to undocumented immigrants, giving them professional licenses, providing their children with health care and offering them tuition to public colleges. All that could be at risk.

“Everyone in the administration is taking a long hard look at these issues,” said Brown’s spokesman, Evan Westrup.

In the coming weeks, Brown will nominate a replacement for Harris, one of the most important appointments of his career. He will be looking for an attorney general who is a skilled lawyer and politician and a close ally, knowing that whomever he selects would defend the state against federal overreach.

Take gun control. Some legislators worry that the NRA could persuade a friendly Congress to interfere with Proposition 63, Newsom’s gun and ammunition control initiative. On another gun matter, California refuses to recognize permits to carry concealed weapons issued by other states.

The NRA long has sought congressional legislation that would compel any state to accept concealed carry permits issued by any other state, no matter how lax those states’ standards might be. Obama never would have signed such a bill. Trump probably would.

Trump has little reason to feel much love for California. Donors here provided less than $10 million of the $247 million he raising for his campaign in California, Federal Election Commission records show. And he got only 33 percent of the vote in California, worse than Mitt Romney or John McCain in 2012 and 2008, and far worse than George W. Bush in 2004.

Although he carried many Central Valley counties, he lost traditional Republican bastions such as Orange County, winning only a third of the vote, and received a mere 23.4 percent of the ballots in Los Angeles County, and 9.9 percent in San Francisco. The returns are no surprise. His policies have little appeal for many Californians.

California zigged when the rest of the nation zagged, and not just because it approved the commercial sale of recreational marijuana. Democrats can take some solace in California’s election returns. But amid the Election Day rubble, nothing could blunt the reality that the Oval Office occupant will be Donald J. Trump.

Dan Morain: 916-321-1907, @DanielMorain 
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Let’s get back to reality 

Calaveras Enterprise / Letter to the Editor / November 9, 2016

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

The election is over! Huzzah huzzah! Now it’s time to get back to reality.

For months we read about the location of the controversial asphalt plant.

Local citizens didn’t want in near them. Their concern was the disturbance

of their peace, I think. And pollution. The debate went on for months, until

suddenly it was over. And then ... gag ... the plant is at Carson Hill. Was

it ever discussed with the people who live downwind in Angels Camp? Not to

my knowledge.

Traffic along Highway 49 has increased. More big trucks are roaring through our

neighborhood. The logging trucks and rock haulers working for the Suttons,

have always been running that route. (Too bad the bypass wasn’t finished to

enable big trucks to avoid going through town altogether, right?)

So now we also have the rattle banging bottom dumpers on our road, continually. The

decibel level is right up there with Metallica. Our animals are going deaf. I’m learning ASL (Animal Sign Language).

As an added feature of all that god-awful racket we get the poisonous stink, too. It’s like every house in the neighborhood is being reroofed while CalTrans is resurfacing the

road. Every day!

I mean, hey, who is responsible for this violation of our rights? A bureaucrat? An asphalt company? (I don’t think anybody can blame this on Obama.) 

Can someone please explain how and why this happened? 

K.C. Bailey
Angels Camp
______________________________________________________________________________
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Weather forecast: La Nina is here, may last through winter 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Government weather forecasters say La Nina is here.

La Nina (la NEEN'-yuh), the flip side of El Nino (ehl NEEN'-yoh), is the cooling of the central Pacific Ocean that affects weather patterns worldwide.

Mike Halpert of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said Thursday he expects La Nina conditions to be weak and short-lived.

In the United States, La Nina conditions usually means wetter winters in the northern Rockies, Pacific Northwest and Ohio Valley and warmer, drier conditions in the southern parts, including drought-stricken California.

NOAA says there's a 55 percent chance La Nina will last through winter.

______________________________________________________________________________
	Southern California heat sets records, raises fire danger 

	[image: image2.png]


November 10, 2016
LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A fall heat wave that has set temperature records across Southern California is bringing Santa Ana winds that drive down relative humidity levels and increase fire danger.

Red flag warnings are in place through Thursday evening due to the gusty, dry northeast winds flowing offshore.

The National Weather Service says Wednesday's 96-degree high in San Diego tied the previous record set in 1956. In Ventura County a high of 95 in Camarillo broke a 93-degree record also set in in 1956.

Wednesday's forecast highs are 91 in downtown Los Angeles and 88 in Pasadena.

The heat event is accompanied by pounding waves, leading officials to issue a high surf advisory for several Southern California beaches. Forecasters warn of dangerous rip currents and sneaker waves.


_____________________________________________________________________________

Governor Vows Continued Climate Change Fight Under Trump

11/10/2016 6:13 pm PST 

Tracey Petersen, MML News Reporter 

Sacramento, CA – Governor Jerry Brown calls for the country’s unity after the presidential election but urged Californians to not back down on the fight against climate change.

On Thursday, Brown issued a statement regarding the election and the transition to a new administration.  Brown has travelled the world boasting of California’s aggressive actions to slow greenhouse gas emissions while Trump has pledged to roll back federal environmental regulations. Brown stated that Californians will “stay true to our basic principles” and will “protect the precious rights of our people.”

Here is the Governor’s entire statement:

“Today we saw the beginning of the transfer of power to the President-elect. While the prerogatives of victory are clear, so also are the responsibilities to ensure a strong and unified America. As President Lincoln said, ‘A house divided against itself cannot stand.’ With the deep divisions in our country, it is incumbent on all of us – especially the new leadership in Washington – to take steps that heal those divisions, not deepen them. In California, we will do our part to find common ground whenever possible. But as Californians, we will also stay true to our basic principles. We will protect the precious rights of our people and continue to confront the existential threat of our time – devastating climate change.

E PLURIBUS UNUM.”

______________________________________________________________________________

Cannabis confusion

Election results prove costly for Calaveras County‘s pot industry 

By Jason Cowan, The Union Democrat, @jcowan1031 

Published Nov 10, 2016 at 09:23PM 

The future of the cannabis industry in Calaveras County appears to be at risk for the first time since the start of the summer after cultivation advocates suffered multiple defeats at the polls. 

Two members of the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors who were in favor of establishing rules for the marijuana industry were voted out Tuesday when Cliff Edson, from District 1, lost at the polls and Steve Kearney, from District 5, was recalled. 

The loss of Edson and Kearney eliminated the final two members of the four supervisors on the board who voted in favor of a temporary urgency ordinance that established cultivation provisions in May and reaffirmed them in June. 

Chris Wright, from District 2, and Debbie Ponte, from District 4, both voted in favor but decided against seeking reelection and will be replaced at year’s end. 

The remaining supervisor, Michael Oliveira, from District 3, has opposed the ordinance since its inception. He was the lone dissenter of the ordinance that required a four-fifths vote on two occasions. 

Incoming board members Gary Tofanelli, District 1, Dennis Mills, District 4, and Clyde Clapp, District 5, have publicly condemned a citizens’ initiative, Measure D, or other cannabis activities. Jack Garamendi, the District 2 supervisor-elect, has not stated an opinion publicly. 

Renewal would fail if just one additional supervisor joins Oliveira by the time the ordinance returns for review during a public hearing on Feb. 14. 

If the ordinance is not renewed and no document is adopted in its stead, cultivation would neither be allowed nor outlawed. 

In addition, Measure D, a $167 million attempt to establish a complete and permanent regulatory system in the county, would have taken the decision out of the hands of county policy makers, but was shot down by a 54 percent of the voters. 

“I think the county once again has a situation in its hands that is not clear,” said Barden Stevenot, a proponent and spokesperson for the measure. “The water is muddy now. We cannot see where we’re going.” 

Will it-Won’t it 

Randall Smith, treasurer for the Measure D campaign and owner of Magic Snow, LLC, in Hathaway Pines, said the decision to extend or end the urgency ordinance could go either way next February. 

“Who knows what their motivations will be? It is one thing to run for office. Then you’ll sit in the seat and see things you haven’t seen and reconsider some of the things you’ve ran on,” Smith said. 

Smith said any option that effectively prevents cultivation will not benefit Calaveras. He said the county, with the regular deficits in the annual budget, could not fund the abatement. Most of the money that could pay for the elimination would disappear once the cannabis revenue is no longer available. 

“They have to consider the impact for Measure C, the cannabis tax, which they lose if they do not renew the urgency ordinance,” Smith said. “If they were to go to an all-out ban, California would give zero dollars for enforcement… the state won’t allow money to go from a regulated jurisdiction to a ban jurisdiction.” 

Even in the event of a ban Smith said it would not fully eliminate cultivation. He said only the “good growers,” would leave. Those that would remain would be growers who terrorize communities. 

“The good guys won’t stay. People with a business model to operate in a regulated market, those guys won’t stay,” he said. “In a market based on prohibition, criminals always thrive. We have plenty of history to show that.” 

Smith said cannabis proponents will take a step back from advocacy for a few months following the defeat of Measure C. He said they will regroup before fighting to extend the urgency ordinance. 

The next attempt to permanently regulate the cannabis industry will be from a permanent ordinance prepared by the county. Calaveras County Planning Director said the document will be before county supervisors for vote by next summer. 

Maurer said the incoming supervisors could direct county officials against regulation however. 

“They are the policy makers,” Maurer said. 

An attempted ban 

Bill McManus, chairperson for the Committee to Ban Commercial Cultivation, said efforts to outlaw marijuana farming in the county have gained a lot of momentum. 

He said proponents have gathered more than 5,300 signatures toward a ballot initiative to ban cultivation. The ban could appear during a special election if about 3,200 are verified by the Calaveras County Elections Department. 

“The people will get a chance to vote on it. We’re more than confident based on the signatures and what happened in the election, the ban will be a slam dunk,” McManus said. “You can bet money you don’t even have.” 

McManus expects the special election to be scheduled for sometime in early 2017. The exact schedule is pending submission and verification from election officials. 

He said county supervisors could decide to skip the election and vote it into law. McManus believed they had enough representation from the county to convince the board a ban could be the direction the county is interested in. 

Smith said approving a law without election would be “political suicide.” He said it would open the county up to lawsuit. 

“The accusation of ‘bait-and-switch.’ They took $5,000 (from cultivation application fees) and shut down the program in less than a year,” Smith said. “Especially since they didn’t even use the money for its purpose yet. They’re still sitting on a chunk of money.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________
