Butte Fire reforestation information from John Buckley of CSERC

Wherever soil is bare due to high severity burning, the cutting of dead trees and basically placing them horizontally across the slope creates little checkdams that helps to stop soil washing away, helps to prevent gullies from forming, and helps to create new sites for plants to grow in the captured soil.

In almost all cases, the oaks, bushes, and grasses will re-sprout without any need for seeding at the elevation of the Butte Fire, but where property owners choose to plant to get trees growing again for future shade, beauty, etc., encourage them to plant sugar pines, ponderosa pines, and incense cedars.  Since cedars are the most flammable, don’t have people plant them in proximity to homes, structures, etc., but cedars are the most drought tolerant of all the conifers (as proven over the last two years), while sugar pines and ponderosa pines are fairly hardy.  

Oaks are by far the most tolerant of all the trees people can plant, but since they resprout aggressively from the roots/trunk, most people should simply let them resprout.  There are competing views as to whether or not to allow the multi-sprouted shoots to simply regrow into a thicket of a tree, or to instead cut off all but one, two, or three of the shoots that regrow, and to allow all the energy of the regrowth to go into those few shoots.  I have heard from local deer experts that they believe that by pruning all but a few shoots, those regrowing oaks put off acorns earlier than regrowing oaks that grow as thickets with 15-20 stems.

You should discourage folks from planting non-native plants that will take watering in normal years.

For bare slopes or bare areas, the more than property owners can take chips or leaves or other types of vegetative matter to provide a scattered mulch, that minimizes erosion.  And as has been shown to be effective on steep forest lands that are logged, taking a hoe/McCleod/shovel to create water bars in any gully that is on a burned hillside can use the water bars to divert small amounts of water off one side of the gully and then off the other side of the gully at the next water bar.  Done correctly, water bars are truly effective at diminishing gully runoff.

