4.13 Population and Housing
Introduction
On page 4.13 of the PDSS, the Introduction to Population and Housing references information in the Calaveras County Housing Element, but does not inform the reader that the current Housing Element contains information from 2009 (see 5.1 Housing Element Introduction), and that a new Housing Element will need to be adopted by June 2014 (see PDSS page 4.12-3).  This information about the current Housing Element should be included in the Introduction.

Existing Environmental Setting
This brief section says, “The following setting information provides an overview of the existing population and housing supply and characteristics in Calaveras County.”  This claim of a broad, comprehensive view of the county’s population and housing appears unfulfilled by the three short pages of this chapter.  Is this because the PDSS is relying on the existing 2010 Housing Element for its 2009 housing and population overview for this 2013 EIR?  If the EIR will be using 2009 information, this should be clearly stated, and the information should be included in the DEIR.  If not, more data and current data needs to be included in the Population and Housing Chapter of the DEIR.

Population
In the Population section, there are just two short tables with annual countywide population totals, past growth rates and future growth projections.  The page of text mainly summarizes data in the tables.  That’s it. 
Where is the county population located?  What areas have grown and which have declined in population?  This information may alter our analysis of local growth projections and impacts from the General Plan Update.  What is the percentage of older residents and what are trends?  This will inform the analysis of impacts to services.  Where are people working, and in what kind of jobs?  How many residents travel outside the county for work?  This information will inform the transportation impact analysis.  Is the employment rate rising or falling and what is it currently?  What are the patterns of change in labor force and employment numbers for Calaveras County, and what are the projections?  This may affect decisions regarding the need for office, commercial and industrial development.  What is the ethnic makeup and gender of county residents and what are trends?  What is the median income, income distribution, and poverty status of households in Calaveras County?  This may influence the feasibility of impact mitigation, and point to the need for economic development that invests in enhancing the skills of our labor force.  How many people graduate from high school and how many obtain higher education? What are school enrollments and projections?  This information is needed to assess the impacts of growth on schools.  
This information was previously included in the 28 pages of the Calaveras County General Plan Public Review Draft Baseline Report, January 2008, Chapter 2, Population and Demographics. Sources for the information are listed in the Draft Baseline Report and current information should be available.  There should also be a wealth of new information in 2010 U.S. Census data for Calaveras County. Please include current population and demographics data in the DEIR.
Remember, when you go about evaluating the cumulative impacts of the General Plan Update, you will have to add its incremental impact to that of closely related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future development.  (CEQA Guidelines, sec. 15355.)  Thus, the information requested herein will be critically necessary to inform those cumulative impact analyses.   

Housing

One short table on page 4.13-3 summarizes total existing housing units in the county by Unit Type (single, duplex, multiple, or mobile home).  The text in the first paragraph on the previous page summarizes the Housing Units table data and mentions vacancy rate and average person per household.  What are historical and current average annual growth rates (AAGR) for household growth or decline?  What is it compared to population growth/decline and is household size increasing?  Please include more information on household growth and size.  
The next paragraph on page 4.13-2 talks about type of households, but the text is confusing: 1) what is the definition of “family households” and “non-family households”?  2) the numbers don’t add up.  52% family plus 29.4% non-family doesn’t add up to 100%--what is the other 18.6%?  3) if 24.7% of the 29.4% of all non-family households are individuals living alone, does that mean the remaining 4.7% are couples, or is this more than one non-related person living in the same unit?  Please either clarify and correct the text, or show household information in table form.  Remember, an EIR must be "organized and written in a manner that will be meaningful and useful to decisionmakers and to the public."  (Pub. Resources Code, sec. 21003, sub. (b).)  “ EIRs shall be written in plain language and may use appropriate graphics so that decision makers and the public can rapidly understand the documents.”  (CEQA Guidelines, sec. 15140.) 
Housing Projections

On page 4.13-3, new June 2012 Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA) numbers are mentioned, “Calaveras County received a total allocation of 1,240 units for the 5.5 year projection period from January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2019. This allocation reflects the Department’s statewide distribution of anticipated residential units needed during the 5.5 year projection period, broken down by four income groups: very-low, low, moderate and above-moderate.”  What are the numbers allocated for the four income groups?  Please list the number of units allocated by the California Dept. of Housing and Community Development for very-low, low, moderate and above-moderate residential housing units.  This is needed so that the EIR can assess the ability of the General Plan Update to accommodate these housing allocations.
Summary

More population, demographics, and housing data are needed in this chapter.  The Calaveras County General Plan Public Review Draft Baseline Report, January 2008, Chapter 2, Population and Demographics, contains 28 pages of data which should be included and updated.  As the Introduction says, “Population, household, and employment growth drives the need for cities and counties to plan the pattern of future physical development. At the same time, changes over the years in demographic variables such as age, income, race and ethnicity, educational attainment, and others can fundamentally influence the level and type of public services demanded by residents.”
Please update and include the population, demographics, and housing information from the 2008 Draft Baseline Report, and current information from the 2010 U.S. Census in the DEIR.
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