4.14 Public Services

Law Enforcement

Page 4.14 -1, 2 & 3 discusses statistics pertaining to the Sherriff’s department. In the Public Review Draft Baseline Report-January 2008, page 7-55 it states,” The Sheriff’s Office has hired a consultant to assist in preparation of a staffing study to identify current status and needs in regards to provision of services. This study is currently under way.”
In 2008 the Sherriff’s Department presented the Calaveras County Sheriff’s Department Staffing Analysis and Strategic Plan by Kirchhoff and Assoc., December 2007, to the Board of Supervisors at a public meeting.  It was noted in the analysis that the Sheriff’s Department was 8 deputies short and because of low salaries, it was hard to keep deputies in the county.  Calaveras does the expensive initial training and other departments throughout the state get the advantage of Calaveras training and investment.

Between 2002 and 2007 Calaveras Sheriff’s Department had 22 deputies leave for employment at other agencies.  The cost of replacing these 22 deputies was between $748,000 and $1,296,000.  Calaveras County Sheriff’s Department Staffing Analysis & Strategic Plan, Kirchhoff & Assoc., December 2007, p. 81; on the County website at Calaveras_Sheriffs_Staffing_Study_and_Strategic_Plan.pdf (6709KB).)  I contacted Capt. Macedo about losses of personnel since the Staffing Analysis.  The Sheriff’s Department has lost 17 sworn positions since that report was completed in 2007 and has lost 7 non-sworn staff for a total of 24. Please include this information in the PDSS and have a dialogue with the Sheriff’s to get current cost figures.
Insufficient law enforcement reduces crime deterrence, and can have significant impacts on the human environment.  Lack of law enforcement can result in more violent crimes that injure people, and thereby create greater demands on health services.  Lack of law enforcement can result in more vandalism of private property, public parks, schools, and public utilities.  Such crimes can result in aesthetic impacts, recreation impacts, public facility impacts and utility disruption.  Lack of law enforcement can result in more arson-related fires that can have impacts on air quality, timberlands, biological resources, agricultural lands, mining operations, and the release of hazardous materials.  Lack of law enforcement can result in additional reckless driving, more automobile accidents, and additional traffic disruption. As we learned during the recent hearings on the new noise ordinance, lack of law enforcement can result in people being exposed to excessive noise for long durations.  While development impact mitigation fees can cover the costs of buildings and equipment for the Sheriff’s Department, they cannot cover the salaries of the additional needed deputies.  The General Plan Update EIR needs to consider additional funding options to mitigate the impacts of insufficient law enforcement.      
The new jail is scheduled to begin operation in the near future but the staffing of the jail is expected to be a challenge, as reported in local newspapers and at public meetings. Again, please confirm this information with the Sheriff’s Department staff and include the information in the PDSS document.
On page 4.14-2 of the PDSS Animal Services is listed as being under the direction of the Sheriff’s Office.  As of late 2012 the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors put the Animal Services under the direction of the Environmental Health Department.  Please update this information in the PDSS.
Fire Protection and Emergency Response
Beginning Page 4.14-5
In the Release Statement for the PDSS it states, “The setting section establishes the baseline condition against which the project (the General Plan Update) is evaluated.”

In discussing the individual Fire Protection Districts, the constraints faced by each district should be addressed in the PDSS.  In reading the Public Review Draft Baseline Report-January 2008, lack of adequate funding, maintaining an adequate number of volunteers, rapid increase in demand for services, inadequate water and fire flow, increased fuel loading and identifying districts which have approached the need for conversion to a fully paid department are discussed.  Please go back and retrieve this information and include it as part of the discussion on Fire Protection Districts.
There is no discussion of Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI) areas.  This should be part of the PDSS.

From the New Hogan Lake County Protection Area Services Study, Calaveras County Local Agency Formation Commission August 2006- Final Report, page 19 “…., but the Valley Springs/ New Hogan Lake area is becoming a very high-risk area for both wildland fires and for medical and vehicle accidents due to the significant increase in the population of the area.  Housing and commercial development has long been considered as adding man-made fuels to an already volatile foothill environment.  CDF is an active partner in addressing the needs of protecting the Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI) areas, those areas outside existing developed communities where permits for small and large developments continue to allow encroachment of development into adjacent wildland areas.”
These Wildland/Urban Interface areas exist all over Calaveras County. In September 2007, the Sierra Nevada Alliance put out a report titled Dangerous Development, Wildfire and Rural Sprawl in the Sierra Nevada.  New findings in this report were-(1) Between 1990 and 2000, the number of people in very high or extreme fire threat areas of the Sierra grew by 16%. (2) 94% of the land slated for rural residential development in the Sierra is classified by CalFire as very high or extreme fire threat. (3) Between 1990 and 2000, the Sierra’s wildland urban interface (or WUI) grew by 131,000 acres, a 12% increase. (4) Better community planning can help reduce the number of lives and homes at risk.  In this document Calaveras County, along with Amador, El Dorado, Mariposa, Nevada, Placer and Yuba are all designated as having 100% of their county area in Very High or Extreme Fire Threat Areas.   Please expand the discussion under   Fire Protection to address the Wildland/Urban Interface challenge.

When discussing fire hydrants in the PDSS the reader does not get an understanding of how limited the area is that is covered by fire hydrants in Calaveras County and, particularly, how expansive the uncovered area is. I request that a new map be added to display this diagram or, at least, an acreage count to demonstrate that contrast for public information.
Insufficient fire protection can have significant impacts on the environment.  Delays in responding to fires, lack of necessary firefighting equipment, and an insufficient number of trained firefighters can result in fires lasting longer and spreading farther.  Such fires destroy homes, businesses, timber, crops, recreation areas and wildlife habitats.  Such fires leave behind blackened landscapes, polluted air, and impaired watersheds.  Such fires cost lives.  While development impact mitigation fees can cover the costs of buildings and equipment for the fire departments, they cannot cover the salaries of the additional needed firefighters.  The General Plan Update EIR needs to consider additional funding options to mitigate the impacts of insufficient fire protection.          

Library Programs

Page 4.14-22 in the PDSS has no discussion of deficiencies in the existing county library system.  The following deficiencies were listed in the Public Review Draft Baseline Report-January 2008 starting on page 7-82:
· Insufficient meeting room space
· Insufficient seating space for library users

· Insufficient space to allow book and materials collection to grow

· Insufficient space and/or poor infrastructure to expand technology

· Facilities do not meet ADA Accessibility Guidelines and Seismic Standards

· Insufficient hours of service

· Inadequate facilities

“The primary constraint to future library system growth is lack of funding for the necessary expansion of facilities and an increase in number of paid personnel.” I request that this statement from the Public Review Draft Baseline Report- January -2008 be added to the Library Programs section of the PDSS so decision makers will have a more complete picture of baseline conditions.
CEQA’s standard initial study checklist queries whether the proposed project will necessitate the alteration of existing public facilities or the construction of new facilities to maintain acceptable service levels.  (CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G)  According to the 2008 Baseline Report, existing facilities will need to be altered, and additional facilities will need to be constructed.  Thus, the issue of library service capacity needs to be addressed in the General Plan Update.   

Hospital and Ambulance Services
In the Public Review Draft Baseline Report- January 2008, Figure 7-4 was a county map showing all Emergency Services in the county.  I request that this map be added to the PDSS.

After viewing this map I became aware of the fact that there is no medical facility in the West Point, Wilseyville and Glencoe communities.  This constraint or deficiency should be stated in the PDSS.

Natural Gas and Electric Service
Again, from the Public Review Draft Baseline Report- January 2008 (Page 7-49), “In the western portion of the county PG&E is adding and/or upgrading substations and transmission lines to address existing/anticipated service deficiencies.”  Please add this statement to the Electric Service section of the PDSS.
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