4.6 Geology, Soils, and Seismicity
Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA)

On page 4.6-3 includes the following sentences,  Due to the high likelihood for asbestos occurrences in California to be found within ultramafic rocks, the location of ultramafic rocks have been mapped by the Division of Mines and Geology in an effort to generally identify areas likely to contain NOA. Ultramafic rock occurs within the western portion of Calaveras County and generally extends north to southwest following the Bear Mountain and Melones Fault zones. Specifically, areas identified as potentially containing NOA include the following: from Pardee Reservoir extending southwest through the Valley Springs area to just southeast of New Hogan Reservoir; north of Copperopolis extending southeast through New Melones Reservoir; and in the Mountain Ranch area.
According to David Lushbaugh of the State Department of Conservation, the first part of the above quote (partial first sentence) refers to the OFR2000-19, A General Location Guide for Ultramafic Rocks in California-Areas More Likely to Contain Naturally Occurring Asbestos. The remaining two sentences of the above quote are not from OFR2000-19 and he is unaware of any CGS publication with that language. He also stated that no detailed ultramafic rock map or NOA map/report has been prepared by the Department of Conservation for Calaveras County. Please site the source for the rest of the above quote as well as the rest of this paragraph.  Remember, an EIR “shall cite all documents used in its preparation including, where possible, the page and section number."  (CEQA Guidelines, sec. 15148.)

Asbestos is listed as a Hazardous Mineral on the State of California Dept. of Conservation, California Geological Survey website, which states, “Asbestos occurs naturally in certain geologic settings in California. Inhalation of asbestos fibers may cause cancer.” http://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/geologic_hazards/hazardous_minerals/Pages/Index.aspx   All areas identified as potentially containing NOA may indicate a need for specific testing in those areas prior to any development. The accuracy and reliability of the EIR’s statement regarding the location of NOA in Calaveras County is critical for any future development in those areas.
Also, on page 4.6-3 it does not list the Copperopolis Asbestos mine.  It should say that the Jefferson Lake Asbestos mine 7 miles southeast of Copperopolis is the site of one of the largest Asbestos mines in the United States.  The open pit is 1400 ft X 1800 ft X 325 ft deep.  The mine is located several hundred feet from the Stanislaus River.  

Please correct this in the DEIR
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