4.16 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS
Water

While the PDSS references the LAFCO Final Water & Wastewater Municipal Service Review (MSR) Adopted June 18, 2012 extensively, there was a failure to discuss financial constraints and challenges.
From Page 3 of the MSR under Executive Summary, “Sufficient financing of capital investments is a concern, particularly during the recession, for the water providers of the county.”  “By deferring maintenance on capital infrastructure, the other providers will face aging systems with substantial financing needs in the future.”

The preceding discussion would benefit readers and reviewers of the PDSS- ESPECIALLY DECISION MAKERS.

From the Calaveras County General Plan Update Alternatives Report-February 2010, Page 37:
4. Community Infrastructure and Services

Calaveras County’s infrastructure is underdeveloped, under-funded, and poorly maintained.  Calaveras County infrastructure has been further impacted by new development in areas that have limited capacity and under-financed maintenance logs.  In areas without water and sewer connections, there is the potential for groundwater contamination due to septic systems.

Many of the communities need additional investment in facilities such as parks and sidewalks, and services such as public transit, water, sewer, and trash collection.  Land use patterns influence how much new development is projected in a community, and whether it can be accommodated by water and wastewater services.
While the MSR demonstrates that the state of the county water and wastewater districts has improved since the last review, there are still districts at, near or over capacity with some failures.  There are also several districts that fail to plan appropriately, have financial issues (including CCWD), and haven’t quantified long-term capital improvements. In the PDSS, please recognize financial constraints and challenges of utility service providers (see Exhibit 4.16 - 1, Dana Nichols, "Lode water district behind on repairs", Calaveras Enterprise, January 2, 2013).  Remember, among the other relevant aspects of the environmental setting, the lead agency must divulge harm to the environment caused by current and past mismanagement, and any efforts being made to remedy that harm that might affect the proposed project.  (Friends of the Eel River v. Sonoma County Water Agency (2003) 108 Cal.App.4th 859, 874.)
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