4.5 Cultural Resources
Significant portions of the Cultural Resources chapter in the Preliminary Draft Calaveras County General Plan Update Environmental Impact Report Existing Setting Section (PDSS) are an exercise in cut-and-paste which lacks continuity, clarity, and attribution.  There is a consistent failure to cite the source in the text or to use quotation marks, footnotes, or endnotes.  Taking unattributed material is not only dishonest but confusing, as when the source document is taken out of context.  Remember, an EIR “shall cite all documents used in its preparation including, where possible, the page and section number."  (CEQA Guidelines, sec. 15148.) 

For example, on page 4.5-1, the Prehistoric Setting section begins, “California archaeology can be described as a series of patterns.  Frederickson (1973) defines pattern as an essentially non-temporal, integrative cultural unit—the way of life shared by people within a given geographic region.”  The source of these two sentences is unknown, and, inexplicably, this first paragraph continues with a verbatim excerpt without attribution from “Archaeological Discoveries” by Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc., Davis, CA, 2008, as posted on the CalaverasHistory.org website (www.calaverashistory.org).  
Readers of the PDSS have no idea who Frederickson is nor what 1973 work by Frederickson is being referenced.  The subsequent quote from “Archaeological Discoveries” does not follow, logically, from the two introductory sentences to the paragraph.  The reader would presume that a discussion of archaeological patterns would follow, especially non-temporal patterns and, at the very least, that there would be an explanation of how the identification of “five major time periods” relates to pattern as defined by Frederickson, whoever he/she may be.  
A careful reader may be able to extrapolate that pattern, as “the way of life shared by people within a given geographic region,” is related to the “synthesis of local data” and the subsequent identification of “five major time periods.”  However, this is a convoluted process in which most readers would not indulge.  In the draft EIR, please synthesize your research and put it into language that is accessible and coherent, and please identify the source material, especially verbatim excerpts. Remember, an EIR must be "organized and written in a manner that will be meaningful and useful to decisionmakers and to the public."  (Pub. Resources Code, sec. 21003, sub. (b).)       

If the PDSS insists on a cut-and-paste approach in the draft EIR, please copy correctly.  For example, on page 4.5-1, the heading for the Early Archaic Period reads, “Early Archaic (11,500-7000 Before the Present (BP).”  The Early Archaic Period is actually 11,500—1,100 BP.  The Archaic Period in total is 11,500—7000 BP and includes Early, Middle, and Late Archaic.  
Parenthetical references to unidentified sources are found throughout the chapter such as under “Ethnographic Setting” on page 4.5-3, “(Barrett and Gifford 1933; Kroeber 1925).”  Such references are traditionally used to indicate works which the authors have used to support their assertions with attribution to the source either in footnotes or endnotes.  Using such parentheticals reinforces the misconception that the authors of the PDSS have accessed these works themselves when that is clearly not the case.  In the draft EIR, please provide proper attribution and appropriately designate any original research done by the authors of the PDSS.
If material in this chapter is being copied with permission, the source still needs to be identified and credited.  Please consult the Public Review Draft Baseline Report, page 8-13, where sources for the Archaeological and Cultural Resources section are identified under “Methods” and also listed in the Bibliography, page 8-33.  Though text in this section of the Baseline Report is not properly attributed, nevertheless, the Baseline Report makes a significant effort to provide its source materials, including personal interviews.  The authors of the PDSS could have learned a great deal about Calaveras County and its culture with a tape recorder and a camera rather than relying exclusively on the work of others.
On page 4.5-3, the PDSS says, “Evidence from previous survey work and site investigations in the Planning Area indicates that the following prehistoric site types may be encountered throughout unsurveyed portions of the Planning Area.”  This may be true, but the “previous survey work and site investigations” should be identified, especially since they are specific to the Planning Area.  In the draft EIR, please identify any studies, surveys, investigations, or other work that is being used to support the chapter.  (On page 4.5-14, under “Historic Archaeological Resources,” the same phrase, “Evidence from previous survey work and site investigations…,” is used.)  
On page 4.5-5, the PDSS says, “During its more than 150 years of existence, the economy of Calaveras County has been driven by three major industries: mining, lumber, and agriculture.”  While there is a lengthy discussion of mining, lumber and agriculture receive little attention—one paragraph each on pages 4.5-6 to 4.5-7.  In the draft EIR, please include more information on the historic and cultural impacts of agriculture such as the stabilizing influence of agriculture after the Gold Rush, the high country cow and sheep camps, the annual Jumping Frog Jubilee and its celebration of local agriculture, the cattle drives down Main Street in Angels Camp, and historic ranches. There is no hint of “cowboy culture” in the Cultural Resources Chapter.  In addition, it seems there should be some mention of forestry beyond the 1960s, the impact of mills closing on the economy and the people, the disputes over forest management, and, now, the resurgence in the local timber industry and the impacts of clearcutting.

Calaveras County may not have “a County register of historical properties,” but there are certainly organizations with information available that would allow the PDSS to expand the scope of the Cultural Resources chapter and its list of historic sites in Calaveras County.  For the draft EIR, please consult the following organizations: 

· Calaveras County Historical Society: http://www.calaverascohistorical.com
· Calaveras Genealogical Society: http://www.calaverasgenealogy.com
· Mokelumne Hill History Society: http://www.mokehill.com/history
· Society for the Preservation of West Calaveras History: http://www.valleyspringsca.us/west_calaveras_history
· Calaveras County Chamber of Commerce: http://www.calaveras.org/
· Calaveras County Visitors Bureau: http://www.gocalaveras.com/
· Calaveras County Fair: http://www.frogtown.org/
The Cultural Resources chapter would have been the appropriate place to discuss cultural landscapes or, at least, reference the discussion of cultural landscapes in Chapter 4.1, Aesthetics.  Cultural landscapes are defined as “a geographic area (including both cultural and natural resources and the wildlife or domestic animals therein), associated with a historic event, activity, or person or exhibiting other cultural or aesthetic values.  There are four general types of cultural landscapes, not mutually exclusive: historic sites, historic designed landscapes, historic vernacular landscapes, and ethnographic landscapes (see Exhibit 4.1-3, Defining Landscape Terminology, National Park Service).”  This would have allowed for a discussion of cultural resources such as rangeland, oak woodlands, conifer forest, geological formations, and the associated plant and animal life as cultural resources.  The PDSS treats these cultural resources primarily as industrial or economic drivers. The county's rural nature, i.e., lack of widespread development, contributes to the preservation of its historical and cultural resources.  The land, itself, is a cultural resource and, as such, deserves attention in this chapter.
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