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Table 4.3-4 Air Quality Data Summary for San Andreas-Goldstrike Road (2008-2010)

I suggest an analysis of the reliability of the data demonstrated in this table. According to the Calaveras County Air Pollution Control Officer, the collection station for monitoring air quality is placed in an area free of trees and catches prevailing winds coming from the west. As a result, the data in the above table indicates Calaveras County is in federal and state air quality compliance.

Due to the geographic nature of Calaveras County, there are many valleys or pockets where air is not freely circulated as it is on Goldstrike Road, located on a ridge overlooking the Central Valley. Therefore, Particulate Matter (PM10 and PM2.5) may easily saturate many of these pockets during the winter months due to wood burning stoves and residential and agricultural burning. These air pollution pockets will go undetected using the current monitoring system.
San Andreas has two schools and several nursing homes all east of the monitoring station. It is suggested a more reliable base line for Calaveras County be considered. Even a simple reporting tool used by all Sensitive Receptors may be helpful to more accurately gauge air pollution. The Calaveras County Public Health Department may be helpful in obtaining appropriate screening tools.
On pages 4.3-6 and 4.3-7, regarding Naturally Occurring Asbestos, it only says that Calaveras County has been identified by the California Department of Conservation as an area where NOA is located.  It should say that the Asbestos Monofil in Copperopolis, the former Jefferson Lake mine, was the site of one of the largest Asbestos mines in the United States.  7-3/4 million tons of asbestos and 15 million tons of waste were extracted before it closed in 1987. 

Shouldn't the air quality be monitored within several miles of the mine (especially downwind) to determine if the levels will be within acceptable standards in areas proposed for development under the General Plan Update?  Also shouldn't water quality at the Stanislaus River several hundred feet from the site be monitored (especially during heavy rains- see photo on page 17 of Exhibit 4.8-4 for proximity to river)?  
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