Weekly ReCAP for October 20, 2017
_________________________________
Next CPC meeting on November 6:  Volunteer Center, San Andreas, near San Andreas Elementary School. Detailed directions coming.

BOS Regular Meeting October 24

Planning Commission meeting October 26

ACCG Monitoring and Science Symposium - November 8, Jackson CA.
____________________________________________________________________________
Hi All,
 
Please post on the CAP/CPC website and in the Recap.
 
Thanks,
 
Tom
 
From: district2vision@yahoogroups.com [mailto:district2vision@yahoogroups.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 10:16 AM
To: district2vision@yahoogroups.com
Subject: [d2communityvision] ACCG Monitoring and Science Symposium - November 8, Jackson CA.
 

 

Hi Folks of District 2,
 
The Amador Calaveras Consensus Group (ACCG), U.S. Forest Service, and California Fire Science Consortium are hosting a day of interesting lectures and ongoing Forest management monitoring projects surrounding the Mokelumne River Watershed. The Symposium will provide knowledge of ongoing work and will present findings from monitoring and research occurring within the ACCG/USFS Cornerstone project area in both Amador and Calaveras Counties. Come learn more about what our community based consensus group is working on and what is happening on our public lands. Or even better, get involved in some of this great outdoor work. There are a number of most excellent speakers lined up, but space will fill up soon, so register early.
 
The symposium will be on November 8th, and run from 8:00AM-5:00PM with a break for lunch.
 
Learn more when you sign up here: http://www.cafiresci.org/events-webinars-source/accg2017
 
Learn more about the ACCG here: http://acconsensus.org/ - You could join
 
Hope to see you there,
 
Reuben Childress
Watershed Conservation Associate
------------------------------------------
Foothill Conservancy
35 Court Street, Suite 1
Jackson CA. 95642
209.223.3508
www.foothillconservancy.org
_____________________________________________________________________________
Emergency aid providers under fire from underserved West Point area

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com
Oct 12, 2017
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Oftentimes during an emergency call in the West Point area, firefighters have to wait on ambulances to arrive to transport patients.
The wait usually is not long, said Bill Fullerton, a battalion chief of the West Point Fire Protection District. Maybe firefighters respond to the call between 10 and 30 minutes before the medical providers. But he estimated that firefighters wait for ambulances 90 percent of the time.
When the call requires advance medical aid, it could get serious. Firefighters are able to provide basic care, but those who need drugs for cardiac episodes or care for anything that serious would have to wait for an ambulance.

It is the current state of emergency medical care in West Point.
After years of 24-hour standby ambulance service in West Point, the service was reduced to 12 hours over the past decade, before it was taken out of the area completely and put in San Andreas a year and a half ago.
The issue erupted last month when a whistleblower from West Point condemned officials after his mother fell and broke her hip in West Point when he was out of town. Ultimately, she had her hip replaced and was recovering days later.
“Her suffering could have been far less if the ambulance arrived before I did,” said Carl Stoughton in an email addressed to all five Calaveras County supervisors as well as several high-ranking staffers on the county’s payroll.
Ambulance relocations are based on call volumes, said Alan McNany, vice president of the American Legion Ambulance company that services the county. The company is constantly moving cars to where they could be used best.
Currently, Fullerton said there are three 24-hour cars and one 12-hour ambulance sprinkled throughout Calaveras. Locations include San Andreas, Valley Springs and Angels Camp, among others. The San Andreas car floats around the county, covering areas that are open because their car may be responding to another incident.
Amador County ambulances can also be called to respond to Calaveras incidents, McNany said. Among them are a Pioneer ambulance and a Sutter Creek vehicle that moves to Pine Grove when the other responders are answering calls.
The current setup breeds efficiency, according to McNany. The current response time requirement for a call that requires lights and sirens is 20 minutes. McNany said they meet the deadline within 90 percent of incidents they respond to, which is a requirement set by the region.
“We’ve never been penalized by late responses,” McNany said.
But it is not as if the car in West Point was not productive. Fullerton said the ambulance was often charged with transporting patients who required further care from the San Andreas hospital locations far outside the county like the Stanford University Medical Center.
And West Point still receives calls. Last year, the fire protection district responded to 550 incidents, Fullerton said. About 70 percent required emergency medical services.
“Our calls are consistently going up,” Fullerton said. “If we had a 24-hour ambulance here all the time, response times would be low.”
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/health/article_874ccdf0-afa7-11e7-9f3f-3fc218362827.html
____________________________________________________________________________
Human Feces As Fertilizer Found At Illegal Cannabis Grow Site

10/13/2017 6:09 pm PST
1.2K17
Tori James, MML News Reporter

San Andreas, CA — A large illegal marijuana grow in West Point was the focus of a search warrant and seizure that turned up evidence that human waste was being applied onsite.

Calaveras sheriff’s officials report that around 9:30 a.m. Thursday deputies served the warrant on an unregistered marijuana grow site located on the 3000 block of Bald Mountain Road. While on the property, deputies discovered evidence that the neighboring property also had two connected outdoor marijuana grows, noting connecting waterlines and electrical extension cords so another search warrant was obtained that allowed deputies to further investigate the adjoining grows. Officials say that 445 marijuana plants and 60 pounds of processed marijuana were seized and destroyed.

During the search, deputies also discovered the occupant’s septic system was discharging waste and sewage above ground and a farming practice was being used that involved applying human feces to the soil around the plants and vegetables.

While at the location, deputies contacted 63-year-old e Rong Zhang and 42-year-old Sishou Zheng, both with Sacramento addresses. Both were subsequently arrested for illegal marijuana cultivation and felony charges of knowingly discharging hazardous substances upon the land of another without the permission of the owner. They are being held in the Calaveras County Jail on $30,000 bail.

https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/330194/human-feces-as-fertilizer-found-at-illegal-cannabis-grow-site.html?utm_source=myMotherLode.com+Daily+News&utm_campaign=7215068e07-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a3d2ace109-7215068e07-129309153&ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN) 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Are Electric Vehicles Pushing Oil Demand Over a Cliff?

With China now planning to phase out gas-powered cars, automakers are talking about an all-electric future. It could mean a big drop in emissions.

BY ERICA GIES, INSIDECLIMATE NEWS

OCT 10, 2017

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/10102017/electric-vehicles-killing-oil-demand-china-gm-ev-future-automakers?utm_source=Inside+Climate+News&utm_campaign=39b8a61132-Weekly+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-39b8a61132-327504385 

______________________________________________________________________________

California Fires: Record Hot Summer, Wet Winter Created Explosive Mix

Wildfires sweeping through Napa and Sonoma wine country have turned neighborhoods to ash. What could become the state's worst fire season on record isn't over yet.

Georgina Gustin / Inside Climate News / October 13, 2017

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/10102017/fires-napa-sonoma-california-climate-change-worst-wildfire-season?utm_source=Inside+Climate+News&utm_campaign=39b8a61132-Weekly+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-39b8a61132-327504385 

______________________________________________________________________________

Pot farmer's dreams go up in smoke during California wildfires

By Heather Somerville / Reuters / October 15, 2017

SANTA ROSA, Calif. (Reuters) - Andrew Lopas' plans to bring his marijuana business out of the black market with a legal, profitable and organic pot farm went up in smoke in the wildfires that have scorched Santa Rosa, California.

After four decades of growing pot illegally, the 54-year-old saw an opportunity last year to start a legitimate business serving the medical marijuana market.

Last Sunday, as the wildfires, which have now killed at least 40 people, first erupted, Lopas' cannabis farm in Santa Rosa went up in flames, leaving behind the stumps of two chimneys, heaps of ash, charred marijuana plants and a despairing entrepreneur. [nL2N1MP07S]

After moving into the farm last November, he had been only days away from his first harvest.

Lost in the conflagration at Mystic Spring Farms were 2,500 pounds (1,100 kg) of cannabis worth an estimated $2 million, $10,000 in cash to pay the mortgage and workers, a farmhouse that dated back to the 18th century, trailers and farm vehicles, and 900 marijuana plants.

"That was all our eggs in one basket," Lopas said. "We were devastated."

California's newly legalized marijuana industry was hit hard by the deadliest blaze in state history.

Fires consuming communities north of San Francisco have destroyed almost 30 pot farms in Sonoma, Mendocino and Napa counties and significantly damaged a similar number, according to the California Growers Association. Those are a fraction of the estimated 15,000 pot farms in the region.

California is the source of most of the nation's illegal marijuana farming. Humboldt and Mendocino counties, in the cannabis-growing region known as the "Emerald Triangle", have led the state's production.

FLEEING FROM FIRE

California voters approved medical marijuana in 1996, despite a federal ban, and last year approved recreational use of the drug by adults. Since then, the state has been developing rules to allow recreational sales.

Lopas said he and his girlfriend, Monika Meyers, were focusing on the medical marijuana market, taking a "wait and see" approach to the developing recreational market.

Medical marijuana businesses in California are expected to operate as non-profit cooperatives, but beginning in January 2018 they can apply to run as for-profit companies, according to the California Franchise Tax Board.

Lopas fears the fires have irrevocably destroyed many farmers in Sonoma County. He said marijuana's illegal status on a federal level means farmers cannot qualify for federal aid in disasters and most do not have crop insurance that would cover the fire losses as there are not adequate policies available.

Lopas' first warning of the rapidly approaching fire was flickering lights in his greenhouse as he worked last Sunday evening. He smelled smoke, and when the wind picked up, he and Meyers fled, grabbing little more than some clothes and their two dogs.

Lopas, who has grown marijuana since he was a teenager and sold it illegally much of his life, said he wanted to make his farm a shining example of regulatory compliance and environmentalism, spurning the pesticides that many illegal farms use to boost yield.

"We were trying to bring the industry out of the dark," he said.

Lopas has had trouble sleeping since the loss and worries how he will repay his investors. But he is not giving up.

"We want to rebuild," he said. "This property is too special to me."

(Reporting by Heather Somerville, additional reporting by Alex Dobuzinskis; Editing by Ben Klayman and Mary Milliken)

______________________________________________________________________________FYI / jt
The drug industry’s triumph over the DEA
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/investigations/dea-drug-industry-congress/?utm_term=.d1d69e3a8dbd
______________________________________________________________________________

	Oct 17, 9:58 AM EDT

New fires break out in California as wine country fires dim

By SUDHIN THANAWALA and TERRY CHEA / Associated Press 

	[image: image1.png]



SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) -- As fire crews gain on wildfires burning for more than a week in Northern California's wine country, new fires broke out in other parts of the state, including northeast of Los Angeles.
Fire fighters are battling a blaze that sprang up overnight in the southern Bay Area Santa Cruz mountains, prompting evacuation orders and threatening 100 homes. The fire has torched about 125 acres.

At least one structure was destroyed, Rob Sherman, assistant chief of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, told KNTV news.

Further south, crews with air support are racing to protect a historic observatory and communications towers from a growing brush fire on Mount Wilson northeast of Los Angeles. The blaze was initially estimated at around 5 acres (2 hectares). Officials say the observatory has been evacuated and the fire is not burning near foothill residences.

A week after fleeing wildfires in Northern California, tens of thousands of people are drifting back into their neighborhoods. Some will face the prospect of destroyed homes. All will face the possibility of lasting emotional damage.

The cluster of wildfires has been burning in Northern California's wine country for more than a week. The fires, the deadliest cluster in California history, have killed at least 41 people and destroyed nearly 6,000 homes.

"It's never going to be the same," said Rob Brown, a supervisor in Mendocino County, where all 8,000 evacuees were cleared to go home Monday. "You're going to have to seek a new normal."

The fires, the deadliest cluster in California history, have killed at least 41 people and destroyed nearly 6,000 homes.

The thousands of calls coming from concerned residents in neighboring Sonoma County "have shifted from questions about evacuation to questions about coping," Sonoma County Supervisor Shirlee Zane said.

"Many people who call are sad and worried, the shock has worn off and the sadness, depression and loss is setting in."

As a former grief therapist, she advised people with a family member or loved one who has lost everything to understand they can't fix this but they can offer support.

"Provide a compassionate listening ear right now, and let them feel whatever they're feeling," Zane said.

And those who must rebuild from nothing are in for a changed life.

"You're in for decades," Brown said. "You'll see benefits within years, but you're literally in for decades of recovery."

Jennifer Kelly and her husband and three sons lost their home and everything in it to a fire in Middletown in Lake County two years ago.

Now, with the new home 95 percent rebuilt, there are distant sirens, helicopters and tankers, plumes of smoke, on-again, off-again evacuation orders.

"I'm pretty anxious," she said Sunday in their new home, 95 percent complete. "We wake up a few times a night, one time last week we saw red on the horizon which was a little intimidating."

The Kellys are ready to evacuate. Since they started from scratch two years ago, aside from their pets there's not much to put in their van.

They have talked about what they'll do if it happens again: "We're moving far away, to Wyoming," she said.

The return home was emotional even for those whose properties were spared.

"When we came up to check on it, we were amazed it was here," said Tom Beckman. "All the trivial things we have to work on - cleaning up, replacing the stuff in the fridge and freezer - that's nothing compared to my friends who lost their homes."

In the hard-hit city of Santa Rosa, two hospitals were forced to close during the fires, leaving just one open, St. Joseph Health.

Eighty-three hospital employees and 51 doctors had homes destroyed during the fires, though many continued to report to work.

"We expect the number to go up," said St. Joseph Health spokeswoman Vanessa DeGier. "We have a bunch of folks going back tonight after evacuation was lifted."

There was also good news to report.

Vicki White, chief nursing officer, said that a total of 36 babies were born at St. Joseph during the week since wildfires started, which represents about three times the normal delivery rate.

"All of those babies are doing very well," she said

Improving weather, the prospect of some light rain later in the week and tightening containment of the flames were tempered by the first death from the firefighting effort - a driver who was killed when his truck overturned on a winding mountain road.

The truck driver, who had been delivering water to the fire lines, crashed before dawn Monday in Napa County on a roadway that climbs from vineyards into the mountains. No other details were available about the accident, which was under investigation, said Mike Wilson, a fire spokesman.

In the historic main square of the wine and tourist town of Sonoma, a statue of the community's 19th-century founder was draped with signs thanking firefighters who have saved the town from disaster.

"The love in the air is thicker than the smoke," read a sign on the bench that displays the statue of Gen. Mariano Vallejo, which was wearing a face mask.


___________________________________________________________________________

Caltrans Wants Feedback On A New Bike/Pedestrian Path

10/17/2017 6:32 pm PST
174
Tracey Petersen, MML News Reporter

Groveland, CA – Caltrans will hold what it terms a “public outreach meeting” next week in Groveland regarding a new bike and pedestrian path being proposed there.
The proposed route for the Groveland Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvement Project would run along a section of Main Street/Highway 120 through the downtown. There would also be shoot off on Ferretti Road ending at a local restaurant as shown in the map below and in the image box. Caltrans want to hear from the public regarding the proposal. Representatives will be on hand to detail the plans and field questions from attendees. The meeting will be held at the Groveland Community Hall located at 18720 Main Street in Groveland on Thursday, October 26th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. A presentation on the project begins at 5:30.
This proposal is part of Caltrans’ Active Transportation Program to increase biking and walking as an alternative mode of transportation in the state.
https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/330654/caltrans-wants-feedback-on-a-new-bikepedestrian-path.html?utm_source=myMotherLode.com+Daily+News&utm_campaign=31aaa86de4-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a3d2ace109-31aaa86de4-129309153&ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN) 

______________________________________________________________________________

Full-day cannabis hearing turns raucous in Calaveras County
 
Oct. 17, 2017 at 08:25PM
 
An all-day public hearing on a new law to ban or regulate commercial cannabis in Calaveras County turned raucous, testy and a bit nasty near the end of eight hours Tuesday in San Andreas, as people on both sides of the divisive issue had their say.
 
The Board of Supervisors took no action Tuesday. They closed public comment on the first of two measures before them at 5 p.m. and they’ll reconvene at 9 a.m. today to deliberate before voting on an issue that has bedeviled Calaveras County since the chaotic aftermath of the Butte Fire two years ago.
 
A guitar-playing supporter of regulating commercial cannabis named Holly Johnston sang her point of view to the board near the end of the public hearing, and Supervisors Dennis Mills and Clyde Clapp walked out and returned when she was done.
 
This drew criticism from other people opposing a ban, and from people supporting a ban who said musical testimony in a public hearing disrespected the proceedings.
 
Bill McManus, a ban supporter who helped author the ballot initiative Measure B that a judge ordered removed from ballots in March, said he’d heard “a lot of fairy tales. Dignity is not brought to this hearing by karaoke. That’s a fairy tale. Another fairy tale is pot is medicine. Fairy tales are being told.”
 
At the end of public comments Board Chair Michael Oliveira had county counsel read Rule 27, which basically states that supervisors who miss testimony can vote on the issue only if they review testimony they missed.
 
Supervisor Jack Garamendi told the gathering of more than 75 people, including overflow seating next door, “You, our constituents, are right to petition your government. There’s no prohibition on singing, or poetry or art. It’s our job to listen. We can do better.”
 
Mills said someone wrote a note to let Johnston sing, and Clapp chimed in, “Sign the recall,” referring to a recent notice of intent to circulate a petition to recall Garamendi undersigned by 22 people who reside in his district, which includes Mokelumne Hill, Sheep Ranch, Mountain Ranch, Calaveritas, Wilseyville, West Point, Paloma, Glencoe and Rail Road Flat.
 
The contentious conclusion to the day did little to clarify how the Board of Supervisors will deal with their next hurdle, which is crafting and approving a new law banning or regulating commercial cannabis to replace the urgency ordinance regulating medical cannabis cultivation and commercial uses involving medical cannabis, adopted by the board in May 2016.
 
Beginning shortly after 9 a.m. , the board heard from county planning staff, consultants on an environmental impact report tied to the new law, the sheriff and the auditor-controller, as well as more than 50 speakers during public hearing testimony.
 
Costs of enforcing cannabis laws are already pushing local law enforcement budget limits.
 
Sheriff Rick Di Basilio told the board that from Jan. 1 through Oct. 13 deputies with the Marijuana Enforcement Team have seized 11,225 pounds of processed marijuana, 52,589 plants, 6.97 pounds of cannabis concentrate, 24 guns, $118,964 in cash, and made 50 arrests at 53 locations.
 
To enforce existing law in Calaveras County , Di Basilio said, his department’s spent $520,000 on salaries for enforcement and eradications, and just to catch up he needs five or six more positions, at cost of $600,000 more a year.
 
“Whether you ban it or regulate it, illegal activity is going to continue in this county,” Di Basilio said. “If we end up with a ban we’re going to see more grows in the hills. The illegal growers are not going to go away. . . . Now they’re registering personal grows, going indoors. It takes time and money to deal with those. Ban or regulation, we need an investigative team to go after grows that are illegal.”
 
Di Basilio said indoor grows have become so prevalent he recently noticed a vacant home was being used to cultivate marijuana next door to his place. He called a property manager and soon his wife called to tell him the indoor grower was clearing out.
 
Calaveras County has been strapped for adequate funding for years, said Rebecca Callen, county auditor-controller.
 
“Recovery from the recession went up in flames,” Callen told the board, referring to the deadly, destructive 2015 Butte Fire. “Every department has been cut to the bone. The fire, the tree mortality, then winter storms, we’ve been scraping by. We really did balance this budget on the backs of Measure C money.”
 
Anna Stepp, 52, of Valley Springs, owner of Frog Farm and a registered grower with a permit pending, spoke up for regulating commercial cannabis. She said she is a disabled Air Force veteran, 18 years enlisted and eight years an officer.
 
George Fry, a land use planner for a decade in Calaveras County , said he is satisfied with the environmental impact report for a new law.
 
“The urgency ordinance let the cat out of the bag,” Fry said. “I hope this board has the spine to pass a very rigid ordinance.”
 
Bob Bowerman, executive director of Calaveras County NORML, told the board the urgency ordinance was not a test.
 
“No matter what you call it, if you put a ban in place you’re going to hurt a lot of people,” Bowerman said. “The fact is cannabis is legal. Get over it. Work with it.”
 
Trent Fiorino, who sat and stood with ban supporters, countered, “Cannabis is still illegal nationally. It’s like organized crime. We don’t need cannabis in this county. We can raise the sales tax instead.”
 
Mike Falvey, 70, a resident of Mountain Ranch for more than 40 years, said he’s so fed up with the cannabis debates he’s sold his place and moved to Mokelumne Hill.
 
“Escrow closes Friday,” Falvey said. “The bottom line is I can see the handwriting on the wall. And I don’t see this ending soon. The Mountain Ranch I’ve known 40 years is dead. I don’t want to deal with the battles, the illegal grows. The atmosphere socially is toxic. I’m in favor of heavy regulation, taxation and enforcement. Always opposed a ban outright.”
 
Near the end of testimony in the public hearing, Falvey stood up and told the board they’d heard from more than 35 speakers supporting regulation and less than 15 in favor of a ban.
 
“And that’s not counting what the sheriff and the auditor said,” Falvey told the board. “They basically endorse regulation. 37-14 is a pretty strong number. Need I say more?”
 
Several more ban supporters stood to address the board before public comments were closed. Which direction the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors will take on a new law banning or regulating commercial cannabis cultivation remains to be seen.
 
Contact Guy McCarthy at gmccarthy@uniondemocrat.com or (209) 588-4585. Follow him on Twitter @GuyMcCarthy.
 
http://www.uniondemocrat.com/localnews/5679152-151/full-day-cannabis-hearing-turns-raucous-in-calaveras-county?referrer=section
______________________________________________________________________________
Calaveras Supes Still Mired In Cannabis Ordinance Related Quagmire

10/18/2017 4:30 pm PST
2036
Tori James, MML News Reporter

San Andreas, CA — Public hearings in Calaveras carried over into Day Two with a bombshell from a pro-cannabis grow ban supervisor and some snail-pace progress on a new dispensary ordinance.

In a nutshell, Tuesday’s Calaveras County supervisors’ meeting, which was to be largely devoted to presentations from county officials and public comments ahead of a possible board vote to enact an outright ban on commercial cannabis grows and potential adoption of a more restrictive ordinance on dispensaries, turned into a prolonged public session.

Tinged with tension it even teetered towards becoming a circus when a local grower, accompanying herself on a guitar, delivered her opinions in a musical ditty as the county’s two most vocal pro-ban supervisors, District 4 Supervisor Dennis Mills and District 5 Supervisor Clyde Clapp, briefly exited the meeting in apparent disgust. While dozens turned out to speak for and against an outright ban, several people who described themselves as not supporting marijuana spoke from standpoints favoring an ordinance that focused on rigorous regulation rather than outlawing all commercial grows.

Emerging Report Calls For Fed Intervention  
While the board planned to continue its business on the potential ban or regulation ordinance into today, Mills kicked off the meeting by introducing a 60-page report on the environmental impacts of cannabis growing, illuminating issues, concerns and plans for a federal call to action. After receiving it the board voted 4-1 to table further discussion until next week’s meeting on Oct. 24 so the supervisors and staff would have time to review it and also provide a link on the county website for the public to view it.

The meeting proceeded to hear county staff and public comment on the currently proposed medical marijuana dispensary ordinance, which proposes to cap the number of dispensaries in the county to five as well as place more restrictions on them.

Sheriff Rick DiBasilio notably spoke up to insist on modifying the language in several areas; among these are those relating to the enablement of full FBI background checks and any other requirement that might potentially involve criminal prosecution. This tipped off a lengthy session of proposed edits, followed by board polls to provide staff with detailed direction on how to incorporate the amendments after which the board unanimously voted around 3:30 p.m. to continue the matter until the new draft is ready.

‘Cultivating Disaster’ Report Details
Clarke Broadcasting, which received a copy of Mills’ report, reviewed the executive summary of the document, which he commissioned through The Communications Institute (TCI), a public policy focused consortium founded by Copperopolis resident Jack Cox, former journalist and chief of staff for U.S. Congressman Barry Goldwater, Jr.

Entitled Cultivating Disaster: The Effect of Cannabis Cultivation on the Environment of Calaveras County, it details Calaveras County’s dramatic increase in the cannabis cultivation and approval by the previous board of supervisors to permit temporary cultivation of medical marijuana under an urgency ordinance. It calls the move “a huge mistake” due to insufficient understanding of its environmental, health, and public welfare and safety impacts and particularly emphasizes the influence of non-approved chemicals being used that flow from grow sites on sloping foothills into the watershed.

Among the highlighted key findings, the report quotes analysis from experts at Stanford, Yale, Scientific America, University of California, and Harvard of how marijuana cultivation has damaged the environment in Northern California. Other bullet points include that: the scope and depth of the environmental impacts in Calaveras County is not understood; numerous citations for environmental violations have been issued; dangerous or inappropriate chemicals are in use; cannabis growers are not subject to strict environmental requirements placed on farmers; independent water testing of local ponds has turned up deadly cyanobacteria; cleanup costs could range from “millions to billions.”

In addition to an outright ban on open and indoor cannabis grow facilities, the report’s recommendations call for declaring an emergency and creating a task force of federal, state, regional and local to eradicate grows, clean up the environment and deal with law enforcement and safety issues. It also recommends the Environmental Protection Agency undertake an ecological damage impacts on water quality study and propose a watershed protection and cleanup program; that the Drug Enforcement Agency evaluate grants and manpower to support eradication; that full prosecution and restitution funding for cleanup be sought in tandem by the County District Attorney’s Office work with US and State Attorney Generals. You can find the report by clicking here.
______________________________________________________________________________

Calaveras supervisors table ordinance to ban commercial cannabis cultivation
 
Published Oct. 18, 2017 at 09:17PM
http://www.uniondemocrat.com/localnews/5681911-151/calaveras-supervisors-table-ordinance-to-ban-commercial-cannabis?referrer=section
 
Gary Jakobs, a consultant with Ascent Environmental hired by Calaveras County , confers with Peter Maurer, county planning director, on Wednesday during a special board meeting on cannabis in San Andreas. (Guy McCarthy / Union Democrat) 6793892
View larger image | Buy photo
 
Members of the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors on Wednesday put off making any final decision on a new ordinance to permanently ban commercial cannabis cultivation until at least next week.
 
They also spent time tweaking language in a new draft ordinance to regulate medical cannabis dispensaries and directed staff to come back with another draft at a future, undetermined date.
 
The decision to put off further work on a new ban ordinance came after District 4 Supervisor Dennis Mills, who represents communities including Angels Camp, Altaville, Salt Spring Valley and Copperopolis, presented a 61-page document titled “Cultivating Disaster” that touts environmental impacts of cannabis cultivation in Calaveras County .
 
The Union Democrat published a report “Toxic chemicals in illegal pot grows raise concerns” in early September. The report documents how researchers, law enforcement and others are raising alarms about toxic chemicals used on illegal grow sites in mountain forests and foothill areas of California where people grow and process marijuana, including Calaveras County and the Stanislaus National Forest .
 
The document distributed by Mills is described as a study, a report and a white paper. It cites and reprints previously published information, including work from The Union Democrat. Mills read in part from a press release Wednesday morning as he said in a 25-minute presentation the decision made “by the previous county Board of Supervisors to temporarily allow marijuana cultivation in our county was a huge mistake.”
 
The only answer to the ecological disaster caused by cannabis cultivation is to ban it and stop the pollution, Mills said. Asked by The Union Democrat how much the report cost to put together, Mills responded he paid for it out of his own pocket and declined to say how much he spent.
 
Without tax revenues from regulated growers in the event of a permanent ban, Mills recommends recruiting the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and the federal Environmental Protection Agency to help the county eradicate illegal cannabis cultivation, and to help clean up illegal grows where toxic pesticides and rodenticides are harming Calaveras County watersheds. Mills also said he is talking to Congressman Tom McClintock.
 
About 50 people attended the second day of the board’s special meeting dealing with cannabis cultivation. Some people who oppose a ban on commercial cultivation began raising points of order to the chair of the board, saying public comment should be reopened because Mills was presenting new information that everyone needed to look at.
 
“This is not new information,” Mills told people in board chambers. “This is all public record information. Simply because I did it doesn’t make it new.”
 
District 3 Supervisor Michael Oliveira, the board chair, had staff print copies of Mills’ document for the public. The board then voted 4-1 to table the ban ordinance until the next board meeting, Tuesday Oct. 24, so the county’s environmental consultant can review it. Mills supported the motion to table and voted for it. District 5 Supervisor Clyde Clapp, who ran on a platform supporting a ban and said Wednesday he remains committed to a ban, voted against.
 
Oliveira said he has not made a public statement on his position regarding a ban and he remains open to all information. District 1 Supervisor Gary Tofanelli declined to say where he stands, for, against or neutral.
 
District 2 Supervisor Jack Garamendi, who represents Mokelumne Hill, Sheep Ranch, Mountain Ranch, Calaveritas, Wilseyville, West Point, Paloma, Glencoe and Rail Road Flat, says he is committed to aggressive regulation of commercial cannabis, with taxation of legal growers to pay for strict enforcement and to ensure public safety.
 
It’s unclear whether Mills’ plan to recruit federal agencies like the DEA and EPA and the Mother Lode’s congressman to rescue Calaveras County from hundreds of illegal marijuana growers and grows is viable.
 
One of the articles cited in the document circulated by Mills, “Illegal Pot Farms Are Poisoning California’s Forests,” published by The Atlantic in May, points out some members of Congress have been pushing to entirely de-fund the Drug Enforcement Administration’s marijuana eradication program. The article also notes a bill introduced in the House earlier this year proposes to completely eliminate law enforcement functions of the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management and turn those duties over to the states.
 
McClintock’s press secretary, Bill George, said by phone the congressman was not available Wednesday evening.
 
Garamendi said McClintock has co-authored several pieces of legislation that seek to prevent the federal government from enforcing laws in California .
 
“Do people really believe Jeff Sessions is going to come out to Calaveras County to eradicate cannabis?” Garamendi said. Asked whether it’s realistic to court the federal DEA and EPA to get involved in cleaning up illegal grows and their environmental impacts, Garamendi said, “I think that might be the real pipe dream.”
 
Former District 1 Supervisor Cliff Edson said, “If you’re going to give facts make sure they’re correct, not twisted. The facts presented now could have been given three weeks ago. When you do a study, a fanatic can take it any direction.”
 
Moments later outside board chambers, Edson said of Mills and his presentation, “He came with envelopes and if it’s something important that could influence their decision, the public should have time to review it. With all the research I’ve done in watershed management, the thing I’ve found is you can find information to justify the result you’re searching for.”
 
Measure C funding that comes from taxing registered cannabis growers, approved by voters in November 2016, makes up 7.13 percent of the current Calaveras County budget, Auditor-Controller Rebecca Callen said Wednesday.
 
She broke it down like this: “$2,353,727.81 was cash carry from Measure C + $2,150,777 budgeted measure C = $4,504,504.81. Total General Fund budgeted appropriations is $63,173,570.”
 
The document distributed Wednesday by Mills can be viewed online at https://silentpoison.com .
 
Contact Guy McCarthy at gmccarthy@uniondemocrat.com or (209) 588-4585. Follow him on Twitter @GuyMcCarthy.
______________________________________________________________________________

Tempers flare between supervisors during ban talks

Ban decision likely to come Wednesday

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com /  Oct 18, 2017

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Civil dialogue devolved into personal shots Tuesday between supervisors shortly after it was made clear a vote on a cannabis ban would be pushed off one more day.

A remark by Supervisor Jack Garamendi, after Supervisors Dennis Mills and Clyde Clapp walked out of public comment during a cannabis friendly song by Holly Johnston, urged the two to respect the process. It was not fair to deprive her the constitutional right, he added. The statement drew an applause that silenced the gavel as it hammered.

In response, Mills defended their actions. His remark drew a round of support from a separate group in the crowd. In the middle of it all, Clapp sat up and passionately urged someone to “Sign the recall,” alluding to a recall campaign recently launched against Garamendi.

“Every time you come at me, that is what I will do,” Clapp said in a confrontation after the meeting when Garamendi confirmed what he heard.

All intentions are the issue will be addressed when the board reconvenes Wednesday at 9 a.m. Supervisors are scheduled to deliberate and vote on the ban that has been in the works since direction was given to staff in January.

But anticipations in advance of tomorrow’s deliberations were quickly shadowed by the confrontation at the tail end of the meeting.

Shortly after adjournment, Calaveras Cannabis Alliance Executive Director Trevor Wittke stood in the foyer and said during an interview Clapp broke the law. He used public resources for political campaign purposes, Wittke said.

Wittke said it was a violation that could warrant criminal charges filed by Calaveras County District Attorney Barbara Yook or any other Calaveras resident who files a civil lawsuit.

The entire sequence was the result of a period that lasted three minutes. Johnston, unconventionally, approached the podium with a guitar in hand and began to sing a song she wrote in support of marijuana regulations.

Promptly, Mills and Clapp walked out of the hearing room and into a private space where only officials and county staff have access.

When asked afterward why they left, Mills said Johnston was out of tune.

Clapp said they walked out to discuss attempts to nullify his vote on the cannabis ban recently filed recently in Calaveras County Court.

Their actions drew ire from some. One, Brett Gonsalves, co-owner of Rolling Hills Bookkeeping based out of San Andreas, could not keep his composure during public comment. Another, registered cultivator Prapanna Smith, also expressed his disappointment before public comment concluded.

Aside the confrontation, a meeting on a cannabis ban did take place.

A large portion of the morning hours were dedicated toward staff presentations regarding the issue. Sheriff Rick DiBasilio said during the meeting no matter the decision, it would take three or four years to gain a handle on the situation.

He urged for more staffing. He said if he lost his Marijuana Enforcement Team, a group made up of about nine that handle cannabis incidents, many ranked officers would have to insert back into other departments. Others would likely be laid off.

Decisions related to the MET were to occur later in the discussions. Supervisors did not return to the topic Tuesday.

DiBasilio said as of Monday, he had eight unfilled positions within the sheriff’s office. If the MET was dissolved, he said he would have to figure out what to do with the team’s lieutenant and sergeant. He said he had three cadets set to graduate from the police academy soon.

Without the MET, DiBasilio said they would not have anybody specifically dedicated to marijuana related incidents. He said his office would continue to handle calls, but access would be limited.

In terms of coverage, the county is divided into four corners. Manpower is then split up based on call volume, DiBasilio said. Since the sheriff’s office receives a higher volume of calls from Valley Springs, more resources are allocated to the area.

It would strip deputies away from District 2, where the county’s largest concentration of cannabis farmers are housed.

The budget was also a topic of discussion. Calaveras County Auditor-Controller Rebecca Callen said during the hearing the budget, using Measure C cannabis tax dollars as well as regulatory fee monies, has become cannabis dependent.

Without the financial assistance, the county would be looking at a $5.1 million structural deficit to the General Fund for the next fiscal year, said County Administrative Officer Tim Lutz.

In order to correct the deficit Lutz said the county would trim nonessential services first before reducing staffing. The sheriff’s office and the jail could both be at risk if cuts are needed, said Garamendi.

A large portion of those represented during public comment opposed the ban.

Bill Petrone, regional director of the Service Employees International Union 1021, said the workers union that represents more than 275 county employees would bear the consequences of a ban. He said employees have not seen any wage increases in two years.

“The ban kills off the revenue stream to allow the county to provide competitive wages and benefits,” Petrone said.

Rick Frimmer, an attorney and certified public accountant, feared the county could go bankrupt if they eliminated an industry that could bring in $340 million in economic benefits. He called Calaveras a “factory town” that could go bust if the “factory” closed.

Mark Moore, a retired fire captain from the Bay Area, worried the budget deficit could be insurmountable next year if a ban is imposed. It would eliminate the tax base, he said. He also speculated whether other areas around the county would apply for incorporated status with a decision to ban.

Ban proponents were also represented during public comment Tuesday. At one point, they were counting up their support with each speaker. The tally reached about 20 that opposed cannabis regulations.

Of them was one who said the marijuana industry was always illegal. Farmers needed to provide proof of cultivation that they were farming last year before the urgency ordinance was voted in 

Susan Morse condemned farmers for claiming there was not enough law enforcement to rid the area of the criminal element. She wanted there to be no criminal element.

A third slammed the desire for cannabis money. He said he would prefer an increase in sales tax over monies obtained via cannabis cultivators.

______________________________________________________________________________

Cannabis ban talk tabled until next week
Supervisors, public to mull information presented Wednesday
By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com Oct 18, 2017
A proposed cannabis ban was tabled Wednesday after a presentation from District 4 Calaveras County Supervisor Dennis Mills warranted a consensus need for time to review the information.
A study, prepared by a company called the Communications Institute that was released by Mills, condemned cannabis cultivation for its effects on the environment. Mills’ presentation said the estimated 1,200 grows in Calaveras could cost between $250 million and $2 billion to clean up.
It said the scope of the problem is misunderstood and numerous chemicals have been utilized by marijuana farmers that are not approved for cultivation. It alleged the U.S. Clean Water Act has not been abided by and many growers have been cited for various environmental violations.
Citing his study, Mills recommended a ban. He urged the creation of a task force of local, federal and state agencies to eradicate grows. He pleaded for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to initiate a study to determine the damage already caused by illegal grows to water quality and to identify steps for improvement.
Mills further advocated for cooperation with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and others to obtain support in eradication and cleanup efforts. He also requested a collaboration between local, state and federal prosecutors to exercise legal options against violators.
It was because of this information, summarized in a 53-page report available online at silentpoison.com, that supervisors agreed to postpone the decision. District 1 Supervisor Gary Tofanelli proposed the continuance and Mills seconded the motion.
All but District 5 Supervisor Clyde Clapp supported the suggestion.
Discussion on the cannabis cultivation ban will resume on Tuesday at 9 a.m. , after environmental consultants, the supervisors and the public involved consume the information presented Wednesday by Mills.
Nearly a half-hour into the presentation Wednesday, Marti Crane expressed concern the public would not be given an opportunity to exchange thoughts openly with supervisors before a vote.
A back-and-forth between the public, speaking via “Point of Order” requests, and supervisors eventually gave way to an agreement to provide entire copies of the report to everyone at the hearing. The process took nearly an hour.
When the board reconvened, Tofanelli recommended the item be tabled until next week.
“I think, in all due respect to the size of the document and time, we should have the consultant at least review it,” said Tofanelli before he made his motion.
Just before lunch break, District 3 Supervisor Michael Oliveira, who is chairman of the board, said he was unsure whether the board would hear public comments on the issue next week. Supervisors listened to nearly four hours of public comment on Tuesday.
The postponement came one day after supervisors spent all of Tuesday hearing county staff presentations and public comment on the proposed cannabis ban. Discussions resumed Wednesday morning.
Mills was the first, and eventually the only, supervisor to offer his own insight on the cannabis issue during deliberations. He said contaminants remain on illegal sites that have been eradicated. The contaminants have been flushed into Pardee and New Hogan lakes after the winter’s overly active weather, he said. Since water quality has not been tested, there was no way to know how bad the contamination might be.
He said the county’s exposure to liability for polluting lands, rivers, streams and downstream waters would be astronomical. He added he would rather deal with lawsuits from cannabis growers than from the East Bay Municipal Utility District, which takes water from Pardee Reservoir and serves more than 1 million ratepayers to the west.
Referring to a report released by the California Water Quality Control Board, Mills said indoor growers were dumping hydroponics into septic systems with no means of treatment. He added the water likely then circulates into golf courses and other areas.
Mills said in his presentation that money has not swayed his recommendation to ban cannabis cultivation. He said the county had $30.3 million in reserves and $127 million in its investment portfolio, according to the 2017-18 budget.
The county will need help to execute the ban, Mills said. He said money to pay for the ban would come from the federal government. He added that county officials will need to recruit assistance from other state agencies.
“We need to work on this as a joint project,” he said.
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/news/article_3f4b7668-b444-11e7-9ede-6fef38ea9ef9.html
______________________________________________________________________________

Lightning Fires Continue To Burn In Stanislaus National Forest

10/18/2017 11:30 am PST
181
B.J. Hansen, MML News Director

Tuolumne County, CA — Officials continue to monitor multiple large lightning caused fires in the Stanislaus National Forest that ignited over the summer.

The Summit Complex Fire off Highway 108 near the Dardanelles is 5,161 acres and 35-percent contained. There are 14 firefighters still on scene. It is made up of four separate lightning caused fires in the Summit Ranger District, the 4,332 acre McCormick Fire, 418 acre Bummers Fire, 311 acre Douglas Fire and the 100 acre Willow Fire. The forward spread has stopped on the Douglas and McCormick incidents, the Willow Fire (west of Groundhog Meadow) has had very minimal growth over recent days and the Bummers Fire (near Bummers Flat) has had moderate growth.

Meanwhile, the Creek Fire (near Clear Lake and Bourland Mountain) in the Mi-Wok Ranger District is 1,520 acres. It is 75-percent contained and there are 18 firefighters still on scene. A stretch of the nearby Rock Creek Trail remains closed.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Wildfires worsen housing crunch in famously costly Bay Area

By SUDHIN THANAWALA and PAUL ELIAS
Associated Press
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SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) -- Even before fire wiped out the home she rented for 17 years, Suzanne Finzell had thought about leaving this city on the edge of the San Francisco Bay Area because of rising prices. A spike in housing and other living costs had driven her friends to Nevada and Oregon.
Now, Finzell wonders if that will be her fate too, as the wildfires that charred California wine country send thousands of people who lost their homes scrambling for new places to live in one of the nation's tightest and most expensive housing markets.

Before the fires, the rental vacancy rate was a mere 1 percent in Santa Rosa and 3 percent in surrounding Sonoma County. Then the city lost an estimated 5 percent of its housing stock to the flames.

"We had a housing crisis before the fires," Mayor Chris Coursey said Wednesday. "It's magnitudes worse now."

Meanwhile, authorities reported more progress against the flames. The deputy chief of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection said crews had stopped the movement of all fires.

Firefighters were helped by cooler weather and the lack of wind. Forecasters expect a tenth of an inch of rain in the affected areas on Thursday - not enough to quench any fires outright but still welcome.

The fires that swept through parts of seven counties were the deadliest and most destructive series of blazes in California history. At least 42 people died and 6,000 homes were lost.

The flames were especially devastating in Sonoma and Napa counties on the northern edge of the Bay Area - a region that has seen housing prices skyrocket in recent years amid a technology industry boom. In San Francisco, an average one-bedroom apartment rents for more than $3,000 a month, and the median home price is about $1.5 million.

Cities such as Santa Rosa, about 50 miles north of San Francisco, have offered more affordable housing for people willing to endure a longer commute. But that may not be the case anymore.

The 62-year-old Finzell, who has lived in Santa Rosa since she was 3, said the housing situation means her generation "heads into retirement with no chance of living in the places we grew up."

Housing for displaced families is "going to be a really big challenge," said Ana Lugo, president of the North Bay Organizing Project, an organization that advocates for affordable housing in Sonoma County.

Lugo said government officials are still focused on putting out the fires and "repopulating" evacuated neighborhoods. But she said the affordable housing issue will need to be addressed, including preventing price gouging.

Elsewhere in the aftermath, a spokesman for the Sonoma County Sheriff's Office said he did not expect the county's death toll to go much higher. It stood at 23 on Wednesday.

"The number of dead people we're finding has really slowed down," Sgt. Spencer Crum said, and many people listed as missing have been found safe.

About half of the 50 missing person reports are for homeless people. Crum does not believe they perished in fires because they did not live in the hardest-hit areas.

An estimated 100,000 people were evacuated at the height of the fires, and about 22,000 remain under evacuation.

Many homeowners who lost houses or condos said insurance would cover the cost of temporary housing and rebuilding. But those who rented faced greater uncertainty.

Yvette Escutia, 28, lost the four-bedroom, three-bath home she rented in Santa Rosa's Coffey Park neighborhood for $1,750 a month.

The rent was already lower than that of a neighbor, who was paying $2,800 for a similar unit, so she expected a steep rent hike. She and her 2-year-old son, parents and other family members were at a friend's house, where she planned to stay "until they kick us out," she said.

Affordable housing advocates are concerned that many residents, especially the working poor, will have difficulty remaining in the region.

Escutia vowed to stay in Santa Rosa.

"It's going to be very expensive, but we have our jobs here and we were born here," she said.

Tenants Together, a renters' rights group in San Francisco, warned that landlords could not raise rents by more than 10 percent under a state of emergency declared by Gov. Jerry Brown in Napa and Sonoma counties. The group encouraged tenants who face steeper rent hikes to contact local prosecutors.

Finzell, a nursing assistant, was trying to get permission to put a trailer on the property that she rented. But she may have to look for another rental home, an option that she knows would be unaffordable. She lamented that the area had turned into a destination for tourists and the "ultra-rich."

"There has to be a balance," she said. "There has to be a way where those who loved and built this land for generations can retain and stay here if they choose to."

---

Elias reported from San Francisco. Associated Press writers Jocelyn Gecker and Janie Har in San Francisco contributed to this report.
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Data for homeless count to be released next week

Alex McLean / Union Democrat
The Amador-Tuolumne Community Action Agency will present the results from a recent census of Tuolumne County’s homeless population at a public meeting scheduled for 6 p.m. Wednesday at the ATCAA Blue Bell Family Learning Center, 18080 Blue Bell Road, in East Sonora.

Tamara Dockstader, ATCAA housing resources director, is scheduled to present the data from the census that was funded by a $10,000 grant through the Sonora Area Foundation and conducted in late September.

There will also be a community conversation titled “What’s Next?” facilitated by ATCAA Executive Director Raj Rambob, who also serves on the City of Sonora’s task force on homelessness.

Tuolumne County Supervisor Sherri Brennan, who represents District 1, applied for the grant in hopes of getting a more accurate picture of the county’s homeless population.

Previous federally funded censuses that have occurred in January over the past two years counted between 90 and 130 people in the county who were homeless and without shelter, but advocates believe the real number is likely at least two to three times more than that.
________________________________________________________________________________

Money From Gas Tax Increase Legislation To Fund Local Projects

10/19/2017 7:50 am PST
13
B.J. Hansen, MML News Director

Sonora, CA — The California Transportation Commission (CTC) has released a list of projects approved for funding from revenues via the recently approved SB 1 transportation package, which includes increases to things like vehicle licensing fees and the gas tax.

CTC announced yesterday it is committing $117-million to 63 active transportation projects in California. It includes $722,000 for the Red Church Pedestrian and Circulation improvement Project planned for Sonora. The project is part of the Vision Sonora plan and is designed to improve traffic circulation, and walking space, near the intersection of Washington and Snell streets. It also includes adding a small park-like area. The CTC notes that the total project cost is estimated to be $815,000.

In addition, $1,985,000 is committed to constructing sidewalks and bike lanes along Highway 49 through the City of Angels Camp. The state’s allocation is expected to cover the entire project.
The CTC estimates that SB 1 will generate $5.4 billion of additional transportation revenue, annually
________________________________________________________________________________

No School In Calaveras Unified School District Due To Teacher Strike

10/19/2017 6:19 am PST
835
B.J. Hansen, MML News Director

San Andreas, CA — There will be no school today, and potentially again tomorrow, at schools in the Calaveras Unified School District. The latest statement written by CUSD Superintendent Mark Campbell is below:

“District officials and teacher leaders engaged in informal negotiations late into Wednesday night, yet were unable to reach a resolution to the contract negotiations.

CUSD Teachers, as communicated on Tuesday, plan to start their official strike on Thursday, October 19. The length of the strike has yet to be communicated.

Due to staffing conditions, resulting in projected shortages of teachers and support staff, that will be created by, and influenced by, the teachers strike, all CUSD schools will be closed Thursday and likely Friday.

If we can’t provide the necessary staffing to create a safe and secure learning environment, we have no other choice but to close schools at this time. Do note, these are school days we may have to make up to meet the minimum requirement.
We will assess our status and capacity to resume normal operations on a daily basis and will provide ongoing updates, on the webpage as well as automated messages to all regarding our direction in the re-opening of schools.

We continue to be open to working towards a resolution to our contract negotiations.”

________________________________________________________________________________

CUSD Strike in full effect

Campus to remain closed on Friday

Sean P Thomas / Calaveras Enterprise / October 19, 2017
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About 140 Calaveras Unified School District teachers and other staff members went on strike Thursday, impacting more than 2,800 students and eight campuses across northern Calaveras County.

All CUSD schools were closed Thursday and may remain closed until Friday and possibly longer.

On Thursday, demonstrators picketed outside of their respective schools in the early morning hours, before heading to Toyon Middle School for the next leg of their demonstration. Teachers, parents and some students marched to the district office to picket in front of the building. The strikers planned to travel to Valley Springs later in the day.

Calaveras Unified Educators Association President Lorraine Angel said that Thursday’s demonstrations were a sort of introduction to smaller demonstrations that might occur throughout the strike period.

“This is sort of a bigger event because this is the first day but we will be doing similar things to this depending on if kids are in school tomorrow or not it will make a difference on where we are,” she said.

Angel said that currently, morale is strong among the members of the union.

 “The teachers are saying, ‘It’s about time,’” said Angel. “It’s been pretty positive, which is good because going into a strike it’s going to be a long, hard row.”

Angel said that during a late-night informal negotiation meeting Tuesday that both sides of the table gained ground on class-size reductions in kindergarten through third-grade classes and “are getting closer” on the details of district safety committee and career technical education compensation.

She said salaries continue to impact the negotiation process. The teachers have argued that increased compensation would lead to a strong retention rate for incoming teachers.

“We would like them to go with what the state fact-finder recommended,” said Angel. “We just can’t seem to get them to budge or to try to meet any kind of meeting ground on that.”

In May, a state-appointed fact-finder recommended a 6.5 percent salary increase for teachers in a report. The district argued against the recommendation. During recent negotiations, the district offered a 2 percent salary increase.

Campbell agreed that compensation continues to be the main point of contention. District officials have argued that salary increases would cause further fiscal instability.

“That is almost the sole hang-up,” said Campbell. “We had a number of other peripheral issues that I think we can hammer out with no problem.”

A number of parents joined the teachers Thursday.

Lauren Miley and Jamie Cole were involved in a “parents’ strike” earlier in the year in support of the teachers union and have attended a majority of the CUSD board meetings since. In an interview during the demonstration, both said there is a lack of trust and communication between the board and the parents and staff.

“I think our first concern is the fact that we even heard strike the first place,” said Miley. “That’s just something we shouldn’t be hearing if we had a board and superintendent that ran things correctly.”

“On my side of it, it started off with class sizes, and then safety issues, and then it kept snowballing and getting worse,” said Cole. “Then when we found out how poorly our teachers were being treated, that was an eye opener. It’s just disturbing.”

Cole and Miley both said that they know parents that are preparing to pull their students from the district if the situation does not improve.

Stephanie Xenos helped start the Valley Springs parent-teacher Facebook page and is one of the parents who have already sent their kids to other schools. She said that the battle to achieve smaller class sizes is what drove her out of Calaveras County to Elk Grove.

“It was tough because you are fighting against every wall,” said Xenos. “At the end of the day, my children come first and I can’t wait around for a district to make changes to ensure my child has a future.”

Campbell said the district will assess the situation daily. Meetings will be held at the district office with administrators to determine if it will possible to open schools on Friday, or even Monday.

 “If right now was judgement day, the schools would be closed tomorrow,” said Campbell. “I don’t want to make that call until I know for sure.”

Campbell said that the district did have a strike plan in place, but a lack of available substitute teachers created staffing concerns that led to the complete closure. He said the campus closures are projected to cost the district $150,000 per day in ADA funding.

“We lost a lot of substitutes who said they would come, but then they didn’t,” said Campbell. “That really puts us in a position where​ we’re losing those teachers, losing certificated teachers who are striking, and losing classified staff who have opted to not show up to school today.”

He said about 21 teachers’ union members tried to show up to work Thursday.

Campbell said the best-case scenario would be to reach an acceptable contract before Monday.

“Ideally we’re back at the negotiation table and we get a resolution and we’re back in the classroom,” he said.

No negotiations, however, have been scheduled.

http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/news/article_931ea27c-b522-11e7-bd24-3fecb01f8f4f.html 
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Northern California Wildfire Losses To Top A Billion Dollars

10/19/2017 6:35 pm PST
10
Tracey Petersen and Tori James, MML News Staff

Northern California wildfire preliminary losses now exceed a billion dollars and are expected to rise, according to the state insurance commissioner.

Commissioner Dave Jones told reporters Thursday that the estimate comes from the eight largest insurers in the affected areas. Authorities say nearly 7,000 homes and structures were destroyed in the chain of 21 deadly wildfires, another number that is expected to increase as fire crews work to gain containment.

The blazes so far have scorched a combined 246,000 acres of land and killed 42 people. State officials confirm that a majority of these were senior citizens, raising questions about whether more could have been done to alert the most vulnerable. CAL Fire spokesman Daniel Berlant indicates that the most destruction happened Oct. 8th and 9th when fires initially broke out in the wine counties of Sonoma, Napa plus Mendocino and other areas. As of Thursday more than 15,000 people remained evacuated.
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