Weekly ReCAP for October 13, 2017
_________________________________  
Next CPC meeting on November 6:  Volunteer Center, San Andreas, near San Andreas Elementary School. Detailed directions coming.
BOS Special Meeting October 17

BOS Regular Meeting October 18

Planning Commission meeting October 26
Congressional Candidates’ Forum, Jackson Civic Center (Hwys49&88), 10/19, 6-8:30pm 
__________________________________________________________________
Central Sierra Audubon Society sponsors :
Bird behaviors – what’s going on , by Barry Boulton  

October 26, 6-7 pm, San Andreas Library
Although the activities of all birds are necessarily oriented around survival and reproduction, yet their lifestyles and behaviors vary dramatically among the species so, using video techniques, we will take a look at some representative species and discuss their varying characteristics. Viewing courtship displays, mate-choice and other bird behaviors lead us to ask the question “how and what do birds think?” In trying to answer that age-old question, we’ll look at adults competing for mates, parents nurturing their young, young in competition for food (in some cases with deadly intent), juveniles taking that scary step of leaving the nest, and adults caring deeply for their young under very difficult conditions. We’ll be viewing behaviors in several bird species, some rather amusing and entertaining, but always intriguing. Barry Boulton is President of the Central Sierra Audubon Society, and is an avid videographer and interpreter of bird behaviors. He is fascinated by the evolutionary and adaptive dynamics that can be seen in birds (as well as in mammals and humans of course).

______________________________________________________________________________

Foothill Conservancy Membership Drive – Contact Amanda Nelson, at www.foothillconservancy.org 

______________________________________________________________________________
Garamendi served notice of intent to circulate recall

By Jason Cowan Jason@Calaverasenterprise.com / Oct 6, 2017 Updated Oct 7, 2017

 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Calaveras County District 2 Supervisor Jack Garamendi was served a notice of intent to circulate a recall petition, he confirmed Friday.

The notice was issued because of his support for the commercial cannabis industry and the “disregard for the safety and wellbeing” of District 2 residents. It condemned Garamendi for “ignoring” pleas to ban the industry.

It said the industry he defended has brought an uptick of violent crime and environmental pollution as the children of District 2 have been exposed to a substance recognized federally as a Schedule I drug.

It also bashed the supervisor for failing to report outside meetings he allegedly attended. It was critical of Garamendi’s “involvement” with the Foothills Rising group that supported Calaveras becoming a sanctuary county.

“District 2 deserves better representation,” said the document signed by 20 residents of District 2. “Garamendi was elected to represent us, not ignore his responsibilities and force his political agenda on us.”

The accusations detailed within the notice were false and misleading, said Garamendi in a brief phone interview. He was served the notice outside his residence Thursday by a private investigator.

In a prepared statement, he said he supported a highly regulated cannabis industry because the only way to eliminate the pocket of illegal growers is by taxing legal growers and using the funds to empower the sheriff’s office and enforcement. He said it was not a ban if they could not enforce it.

“I am a fifth generation resident of Calaveras District 2, where I work, live and raise my family. The entire premise that I have a disregard for the safety and wellbeing of the residents of the county is ridiculous,” Garamendi said. “I am invested in this community and ran for Supervisor to represent the residents of our district and make our community safe, healthy and prosperous.”

He also denied other accusations that said he was not concerned about illegal farms and their effects on the environment and that he failed to report meeting details.

Garamendi was elected as supervisor of the district that covers much of the Butte Fire burn area in June of 2016, after he won the position running unopposed. His term began at the start of 2017.

In November of 2016, four of the seven precincts within District 2 voted in favor of Measure D, an ordinance that set out to permanently regulate the commercial marijuana industry. It ultimately fell 54 percent to 46 percent.

As of Friday at 2:40 p.m., Robin Glanville, Calaveras County elections coordinator, had not received the notice of intent to circulate a recall petition against Garamendi. She said she was expecting it.

If filed, she said Garamendi would be given seven days to respond. From that point, proponents will have 10 days to publicize their intent to recall in a local publication and submit two blank copies to the Calaveras County Elections Department for review.

The elections department would then have up to 10 days to clear the petition.

If the petition clears the county, proponents will be given 90 days to gather 25 percent of the registered voters within District 2 to qualify the recall for an election.

Glanville speculated the amount of signatures would be in the 1,300 range, but could not be more specific because the notice had not yet been filed with the county.

She said an election, if the efforts are successful, could take place next June.

“I would not know until the Notice of Intent is filed,” Glanville said.

It is the second straight year a recall campaign has been launched in Calaveras County. Last year, District 5 Supervisor Steve Kearney was recalled months after Clyde Clapp served him a notice of intent to recall. Clapp eventually replaced Kearney on the board.

Years earlier, two separate recall efforts attempted to dethrone District 5 Supervisor Darren Spellman. One, in 2011, failed to gather enough signatures. A second, in 2012, died after proponents could not file a notice that was adequate enough.

______________________________________________________________________________

Sonoma and Napa wineries hit hard by Wine Country fires

Esther Mobley / San Francisco Chronicle / October 10, 2017
SAN FRANCISCO – As massive fires burned through Napa and Sonoma counties, the heart of the American wine industry, winery owners scrambled to determine the extent of the damage to vineyards, their homes and their businesses.

Of the hundreds of wineries in the region, nearly all were forced to close on Monday, and a handful of wineries were burned to the ground, such as Signorello Estate in Napa and Paradise Ridge in Santa Rosa. Others including Continuum Estate on Napa's Pritchard Hill and Cliff Lede Vineyards in Yountville remained untouched, but vigilantly watched, as fires surged closer.

Meanwhile, the entire industry is bracing to confront the long-term consequences of an unprecedented natural disaster that could affect the supply of grapes, the quality of the region's wines and the local tourism industries for years to come.

The industry also prepared to grapple with the loss of historic properties. White Rock Vineyards, whose Soda Canyon area winery was first established in 1870, was completely gone, said a staff member. And some historic vineyards, especially in Sonoma Valley -- irreplaceable old vines dating back to the 19th century, in some cases -- were feared singed.

Joe Nielsen drove over to Donelan Family Wines, where he is the winemaker, around 7:30 a.m. Monday. He saw the industrial park at Coffey Lane in flames, blocked off by fire trucks. By 10 a.m., it was clear that his winery had been spared, though homes just across the street were singed.

``It looks like a bombing run,'' said Nielsen, who had evacuated his own home in Santa Rosa around 2 a.m. ``Just chimneys and burnt-out cars and cooked trees.''

When he entered the winery, he found it full of smoke, and sealed all of his tanks – still full of fermenting grape juice – in the hope that carbon dioxide might push out any smoke that might taint the nascent wines.

Even though the fate of the wines looks bleak, Donelan was luckier than many wineries, in that its building did not burn.

Other areas were not so fortunate. Atlas Peak and its surroundings in Napa Valley were particularly hard-hit. Signorello Estate, on Silverado Trail, was completely destroyed; buildings at nearby Stag's Leap Winery burned, too. California Highway Patrol airlifted about 30 workers off of Atlas Peak late Sunday night, where roads had become impassable, according to David Shew, a spokesman for the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.

On Monday evening, roads connecting to Atlas Peak remained closed, and many vineyard owners still had no idea what had happened to their properties.

Meanwhile, fires burning around Sonoma Valley appeared to have consumed Nicholson Ranch, a winery just off Sonoma's Highway 12. Jake Terrell, vineyard manager for St. Francis Winery, said its Behler Vineyard had fires burning on all three sides, but was itself safe. At Sonoma Valley's Scribe Winery, Cal Fire was successfully holding off nearby flames, said owner Andrew Mariani.

Santa Rosa was another hot spot, extending from areas downtown -- where there are many industrial wineries, like Donelan – through the Mark West Springs area, toward Calistoga. But many vintners had evacuated the area and had not yet returned to survey the damage.

In Napa and Sonoma counties, autumn is the busiest time of year for the region's hospitality industries, when harvest is under way. Most wineries are close to completing this year's harvest, and most of the grapes are in tanks or barrels.

The Napa Valley wine industry, which employs 46,000 people in the county, last year saw 3.5 million visitors, generating $80.3 million in tax revenues, according to research firm Destination Analysts. In Sonoma County, according to the county tourism board, annual tourism spending is around $1.93 billion.

However, the immediate concern is for the thousands of people working in vineyards at this time of year.

``We were set to pick at Moon Mountain vineyard, and instead spent it chainsawing some trees out of driveways for friends,'' said Eppie Ordaz of Ordaz Family Wines, based in Kenwood. ``Pretty much the entire eastern mountain range from Santa Rosa to Glen Ellen looked like it was burning.''

In Santa Rosa's Bennett Valley, a night pick was already in progress at Carlisle Winery when evacuation orders came through. The workers harvested grapes in smoke until around 5 a.m.

``They got it mostly picked, and then had to evacuate,'' said Carlisle owner Mike Officer.

Hall Winery is one of the many businesses with a vineyard on Atlas Peak. Like others, Hall is still wondering about potential impacts, according to Jamie Chandler, the director of marketing for Hall Winery. Similarly, Tegan Passalacqua of Turley Wine Cellars had been told that Mead Ranch, also on Atlas Peak, has burned, but is still awaiting confirmation.

Benovia winemaker Mike Sullivan said the Santa Rosa winery was fine -- but his home, near Santa Rosa's Wikiup area, was not.

``I am sure my home is gone,'' he said. He evacuated to the winery just after 1 a.m. Monday, where there is a generator.

Dan Kosta, founder of Kosta Browne Winery in Sebastopol, had evacuated with his three children around midnight from their home off Mark West Springs Road in Santa Rosa.

``That whole area is just gone,'' he said. ``It was getting to be too windy and smoky there, and there were ashes -- you couldn't breathe when we left.'' Kosta and his children first went to John Ash & Co., the restaurant where he once worked, but when the fire began approaching there, too, they drove north to Healdsburg.

In terms of long-term effects surrounding major fires, the usual winemaker concern is smoke taint – whereby lingering ambient smoke can imbue grapes with a strong flavor and permanently impart itself into the wine. But vineyards burning entirely to the ground – that is far more perilous altogether.

Depending on how widespread the destruction of vines is across Wine Country, it could mark a severe shortage of grapes for years to come. When vineyards are planted, it can take 3 to 5 years for them to bear fruit. Additionally, most Napa and Sonoma wineries hold at least three vintages of wine in barrel at any given time, not to mention the large inventory of bottles that many wineries hold back for years.

Elsewhere in the hospitality industry, the historic Fountaingrove Inn in Santa Rosa confirmed on Facebook that guests were evacuated and the hotel was destroyed.

Willi's Wine Bar, a critically acclaimed restaurant at 4404 Old Redwood Highway, burned down early Monday as well. Owner Terri Stark confirmed the news.

``Everyone was gone except one of the managers, who tried to hose it down and turn the gas off,'' Stark said. ``But eventually he had to leave.''

______________________________________________________________________________

House Disaster Relief Bill Includes Fire Funding

10/11/2017 9:17 am PST
61
B.J. Hansen, MML News Director

Washinton, DC — US House Speaker Paul Ryan weighed in on the devastating wildfires currently burning in Northern California.

During a press conference this morning in Washington, DC, Ryan spoke about the urgency in passing a $36.5-billion supplemental funding bill for disaster relief, which he says would help those impacted by the recent hurricanes, as well as wildfires in California.

Ryan stated, “These are some of the deadliest wildfires in their (California’s) history. More than 122,000 acres are burning. You’ve seen the scenes on TV. It’s haunting. Farms, businesses, livelihoods being destroyed. People have lost their homes. Seventeen people have lost their lives right now. Many, many more people are missing at this moment. So I just want to commend the firefighters and first responders who are risking their lives to help people fight these fires and to save people. You see what they’re doing. It makes you proud of your country that we’ve got these men and women who are rushing into harm’s way to save people. It just makes you thankful for who they are and what they do.”

The disaster relief supplemental bill was approved in the House appropriations committee last night and is expected to be taken up by the full House later this week.

Ryan concluded, “This is a time when our country needs to respond. This is a time when all levels and units of government need to respond. And this is a time when we here in Congress will respond because that is our responsibility.”

______________________________________________________________________________

Update: Wildfires In Northern California Death Toll Climbs

10/11/2017 8:45 pm PST
1716
Tracey Petersen and B.J. Hansen, MML News Team

Update at 8:45 p.m.: Two more people have died in the deadly Northern California fires. The latest victims are from the Tubbs Fire burning in Sonoma County, which was announced tonight by sheriff’s officials. That raises the death toll to 23.

Update at 2:10 p.m.: At least 3,500 homes and businesses have been destroyed since the Northern California wine country fires started Sunday, making them the third deadliest and most destructive blazes in state history. Nearly 88,000 acres are burning in the six biggest fires that include the Napa/Solano counties’ Atlas Fire now being reported as over 42,000 and the Napa Tubbs Fire which is now 30,000. There are literally hundreds of reported missing people due to communication issue.

Original post at 12:20 p.m.: CAL Fire’s Chief Ken Pimlot reports that the number of deaths directly related to wildfires this week in Northern California has increased to 21.

He states that unfortunately firefighters are again being met by very heavy winds and dry conditions in the greater wine country region around Sonoma and Napa counties. During a press conference today from the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services Operation Center, Pimlot noted that the 22 active fires have burned 170,000 acres this week, and with the current conditions, he is concerned that several of the fires will begin to merge together. The largest incident is the Atlas Fire, in Napa and Solano counties, which has burned over 42,000 acres, followed by the Tubbs Fire, in Napa County, which has burned 28,000 acres.

There are 8,000 firefighters assigned to the various fires, 73 helicopters, 30 air tankers and 550 engines. Additional resources have been requested from neighboring states.

Pimlot urged, “We’re not out of the woods yet, and we won’t be out of the woods for a number of days.”

Governor Jerry Brown was also on hand at the press conference, and stated, “With a warming climate and dry weather and reducing moisture, these types of catastrophes have happened, and they will continue to happen. We have to be prepared to do everything we can to mitigate. It is going to cost a lot of money…We have to get ready to deal with this situation, and then prepare for others that will follow in the years to come.”

Calfire’s Active Fire Map is here.
https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/329513/death-toll-increases-from-wildfires-in-northern-california.html 
______________________________________________________________________________
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Emergency alerts get scrutiny after deadly wildfires

By BRIAN SKOLOFF and MICHAEL R. BLOOD
Associated Press
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SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) -- Communities in wildfire-prone Northern California have an array of emergency systems designed to alert residents of danger: text messages, phone calls, emails and tweets. But after days of raging blazes left at least 23 dead, authorities said those methods will be assessed after some residents complained those warnings never got through.
The fast-moving fires, strengthened by fierce winds and nearly absent humidity, began to burn through the state's fabled wine country Sunday night. Counties used a variety of ways to send out warnings, but the alert systems rely on mobile phones, landlines or the internet to rouse residents.

"People were in bed, asleep at midnight, and these fires came down on these communities with no warning within minutes," said state fire agency Chief Ken Pimlott.

"There was little time to notify anybody by any means," he added.

Sonoma County used various systems in an attempt to alert residents of the approaching flames but also decided against using what's known as a Wireless Emergency Alert, a widespread message sent to cell phones in the region, sometimes compared to an Amber Alert issued for missing children.

Because of its broad reach, officials concluded the message could panic people not in danger, triggering unnecessary evacuations that would snarl traffic and delay emergency vehicles, said county spokeswoman Jennifer Larocque.

"They would have reached many people not affected by the fire," she said. "It would have delayed our response."

In emergencies where a few minutes or even seconds can save lives, the notification systems have inherent blind spots. Not everyone will get the message. Sonoma County uses a service that sends out text messages or emails when an evacuation is ordered, but residents have to sign up to receive them. The county also uses a mobile phone app that can receive messages, but again it requires a resident to opt-in to participate.

The county can also trigger automated emergency calls to landlines in an area threatened by fire, but that would only reach homes with those phones.

The Sonoma County Sheriff's Department said the county's emergency alert service texted thousands of warnings to residents to flee Sunday night. However, nearly 80 cellphone towers were knocked out or badly damaged, officials said.

Some evacuees escaped only when they realized the fire was nearly at their doors.

David Leal was at his home in Santa Rosa about 11:30 p.m. Sunday when strong winds began stirring and he smelled smoke. Growing increasingly anxious, he called a fire dispatcher but was assured that there was no need to worry unless he saw flames. He looked outside and didn't, so he and his wife went to bed.

At 2 a.m., they were jarred awake when a sudden blast of wind knocked a lamp off a nightstand. Leal looked out at neighbors who were packing up to get out. There was never a phone call, or a knock on the door.

"We didn't know what was going on, but just instinct led us to agree on the decision to evacuate," he said.

State Sen. Bill Dodd of Napa said he received an alert Sunday night to evacuate, but by that time he had already decided to get out. His power had kicked off at 10 p.m.

He looked up a hillside by his home and "it was the most incredible fire coming at us," Dodd said. "A lot of it is common sense."

Sonoma County Sheriff Sgt. Spencer Crum was on duty Sunday night when he smelled smoke in the parking lot of the department's headquarters in Santa Rosa. Ducking inside, dispatch calls started coming in about fire in the nearby hills.

He and about a dozen other deputies raced to two rural neighborhoods with sirens blaring and warning residents on their loudspeakers of the fast-approaching blaze. Deputies went door-to-door urging residents to flee.

"Unfortunately, some of them were disbelieving and wanted to argue," Crum said.

When the fire got too close, they raced down the hill to warn others to flee.

"They didn't need any convincing," Crum added. "By that time, you could see the flames approaching."

Sonoma County also posts evacuation notices on a website, Facebook, and Twitter.

"Various counties use different ways to push information out to the public. And to my knowledge they were used by the counties where they could be used," said Mark Ghilarducci, director of the Governor's Office of Emergency Services.

"I think it's still too premature to determine what actually worked and what didn't," Ghilarducci said.

Sonoma County Sheriff Robert Giordano said his office did the best it could to notify people of evacuations after the blaze broke out Sunday, but he acknowledged the limitations in the systems.

"The world has changed. People don't have landlines anymore," Giordano said. "The other thing to keep in mind, the fire was unbelievably fast."


______________________________________________________________________________

Mark Twain Hospital To Weigh Renewing Dignity Deal Vs. Adventist Health Partnership

10/12/2017 6:01 am PST
75
Tori James, MML News Reporter

San Andreas, CA — Mark Twain Health Care District officials, as they weigh the merits and charms of two suitors,  are happily touting the district is in a fortunate position.

Over the past several months — largely behind the scenes — officials and consultants have delved into careful analysis of the district’s options and negotiated with long-time partner Dignity Health Care, which co-owns Mark Twain Medical Center assets with the district. MTHCD Executive Director Dr. Randy Smart has been driving the process since taking over the helm over three months ago, as reported here.

It was at the board’s most recent meeting Sept. 27 when Smart was able to report that Dignity Health’s completed proposal had been submitted and was now on the table. “It is a reasonable proposal that offers us choices in the future,” Smart maintains, adding that the offer will remain in hold mode while the district negotiates possibilities of working with Adventist Health.

As reported here, among the options before the district regarding its lease agreement with the medical center are signing a new agreement with Dignity; going with another affiliate; running the hospital as an independent operator or through a management services agreement. This last choice is the only one that does not require securing final local approval through a voter measure.

Both Dignity, Adventist Health ‘Very Interested’
Since a new lease must be in place by the end of 2019, district officials are feeling the heat to come to a decision before the end of the year so there is time to prepare a measure for the June 2018 ballot. “I can tell you that both organizations are very interested in Mark Twain Hospital,” Smart confides, describing them both as “very professional, very reputable.”

Enthusing, he adds, “I will tell you what I am telling employees and leadership at Mark Twain: this is the best position that you can imagine to have. Many of these small rural hospitals have nowhere to turn — I mean they have nobody to talk to — they are trying to talk to banks rather than partners. To be in a position where you have this level of competence and financial security willing to talk to you is just incredible — and if anybody out there is worried about [the future of] Mark Twain, they don’t need to be.”

Smart muses that ahead of its ultimate decision the board will have more to weigh than just numbers. “You want to make sure that you are not just a percentage of the books…you want to know that [affiliate partner leadership/administrators] care about you and they want this to work and understand…what rural health care is going to be like and respond to these national challenges as we need them to.” Along with financial there are cultural aspects to consider as well as which affiliate might best improve upon current abilities to deliver excellent customer service.

On the other side of the equation, Smart notes are fundamental questions for the entire county of Calaveras to consider, including do residents really still want a local hospital? He has been floating that question at business and community events, wryly emphasizing, “It will not matter who runs the hospital if you don’t use, care about and respect it — it is going to go away.”

Public Hearing Dates, Final Decision Coming Soon
Currently, Smart projects having more meaningful details to share about the side to side proposals in a few more weeks. Whether that will be by the board’s next meeting on Oct. 25 or in early November depends on the progress of negotiations with Adventist Health. He anticipates that the district will schedule public meetings to hear comments in November, perhaps vote at the Nov. 22 meeting, and then make a presentation of the district’s chosen proposal to the county supervisors during a public hearing in December.

With regard to the Dignity Health option, the board received two petitions supportive of continuing the quarter-century-plus partnership at its last meeting from Mark Twain Medical Center staff; one signed by over a hundred personnel members and the other from physicians with over 20 doctors’ signatures. Speaking for Dignity Health, Mark Twain Medical Center President/CEO Robert Diehl gratefully acknowledged the support.

Now, more than ever, as other rural communities across America are losing their hospitals due to financial pressures, Diehl states that his company is working to put its best foot forward as the district considers its options. “If you ask me, I feel strongly that the Mark Twain Health Care District, together with Dignity Health, can look back and take pride in the high quality modern hospital we have, the clinics, the health care services that have been delivered here.”

Among beneficial provisions in recent years, he points to expansions in medical staff, new specialties and tele-medicine access as a few of the advancements that have been made. According to recent figures of unique visit statistics, Diehl shares that last year over 21,000 Calaveras residents experienced Mark Twain Medical Center/Dignity Health care in some form; either an in-patient hospitalization, an emergency or clinic visit or a surgery. Subsequently, he says, “So that means just over 47 percent of us come here — and to me that means the pressure is on us to continue to make those services available and grow and expand for decades to come.”

For their part, Adventist Health officials, since they are still busily in the process of tendering their proposal, are reserving comment for now. Watch this space for more details as they become available.

______________________________________________________________________________

Update: Northern California Wildfires Death Toll Climbs To 31

10/12/2017 7:05 pm PST
371
Tracey Petersen, MML News Reporter

Update at 7 p.m.: The death toll continues to climb in the Northern California blazes marking a tragic new record.  The wildfires have now killed 31 people making this the deadliest week of wildfires in state history. Sonoma County officials report tonight that two more people have been confirmed dead. The single deadliest fire was the 1993 Los Angeles Griffith Park fire that claimed 29 lives. (Below are also details of CAL Fires investigation into what sparked the blazes and whether the warning system did its job.)

Update at 4:45 p.m.: The Northern California wildfire death toll has risen to 29. The Yuba County Sheriff has confirmed that four people died in the over 10,000 acre Cascade Fire, which is burning 100 miles north of several blazes in wine country. CAL Fire reports hundreds of people are still missing and loved ones looking for missing relatives are asked to register them on the Red Cross website.

Original post at 1:30 p.m.: CAL Fire is trying to determine what sparked the deadly Northern California blazes and whether the warning system did its job.

The wildfires are already well on their way to becoming the deadliest in California history and show no signs of slowing down. Steady winds with gusts up to 45 mph and humidity plunging near zero are expected to descend on the areas north of San Francisco where the death toll is now 24. As of today, as many as 18 fires are burning in nine counties and an estimated 20,000 people have been evacuated.

CAL Fire investigators are looking into whether downed power lines and other utility equipment failures might have sparked the massive wildfires sweeping through the wine country. California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection spokeswoman Janet Upton stated that it’s unclear if downed power lines and live wires resulted from fires or started them.

CAL Fire Chief Ken Pimlot recognizing that there was not much time to warn residents “by any means” as the flames ripped through whole communities Sunday night wants an assessment on the state’s alert system, which include text messages, phone calls, emails and tweets. Those methods will be checked to determine whether it was even possible to reach everyone with so little time to react, according to state authorities.

Additionally, the heavy smoke in the skies is creating delays and has even caused some airlines to cancel flights in Northern California including more than 80 Thursday at San Francisco International Airport. The average delay time for flights is 30 to 45 minutes at that airport. However, the Federal Aviation Administration notes that some arriving flights have been delayed more than three hours.

______________________________________________________________________________
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The Latest: Some gains made against California wildfires
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SONOMA, Calif. (AP) -- The Latest on California wildfires (all times local):
7:20 a.m.

Firefighters gained some ground on a blaze burning in the heart of California's wine country but face another tough day ahead with low humidity and high winds expected to return.

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection spokesman Scott McLean says a blaze burning in Sonoma and Napa counties is 22 percent contained Friday.

Thousands of firefighters are battling 21 wildfires spanning more than 300 square miles (777 square kilometers) and more crews are pouring in to help.

McLean tells Oakland television station KTVU that the blazes grew little overnight thanks to favorable weather but warns gusty winds and higher temperatures are forecast Friday.

Since igniting Sunday in spots across eight counties, the blazes have killed 31 people and destroyed at least 3,500 homes and businesses.

---

7:20 a.m.

Pope Francis says he's praying for all those who have lost loved ones or are searching for them in the wildfires devastating California.

Francis sent a telegram of condolence Friday to San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore Joseph Cordileone and Los Angeles Archbishop Jose Gomez.

In it, he offered his "heartfelt solidarity and his prayers for all those affected by this disaster."

He also encouraged emergency personnel who are helping out. In the telegram, signed by the Vatican secretary of state, Francis said he was particularly keeping in his prayers "those who mourn the loss of their loved ones and who fear for the lives of those still missing."

---

12:05 a.m.

Northern California communities have been battered from wildfires that are nowhere near over.

They're trying to save or recover what's left of their homes, find lost loved ones or mourn their dead, with the constant threat of the fires still looming.

The death toll climbed to 31 on Thursday, making it the deadliest week of wildfires in California history.

Hundreds more are injured or missing.

In areas where they were able, cadaver dogs were sniffing through the ashes.

A total of 21 fires spanning at least 300 square miles (777 square kilometers) are burning, most of them less than 10 percent contained.

Evacuees fled to friends' houses, shelters and even beaches.


_____________________________________________________________________________

New editor named at the Calaveras Enterprise

Enterprise report / October 13, 2017

 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Sean Thomas, who has covered a range of subjects for the Enterprise as a reporter, has been named editor of the newspaper.

In recent months, Thomas has taken on increasing editorial management responsibilities while also balancing his considerable reporting duties.

Enterprise Publisher Ralph Alldredge had this to say about promoting Thomas to editor: “Putting Sean in charge of our newsroom was one of the easiest decisions I have made in nearly 20 years as owner of the Enterprise. His talent, maturity and work ethic will enable our organization to provide readers with the best of modern community journalism. That includes immediate coverage of breaking news on our website and social media coupled with the deeper, thoughtful coverage that has always been the hallmark of print newspapers.”

Thomas brings strong news judgment, digital media skills and a passion for the community to his new post, said Rich Hanner, senior editor.

“Sean is the ideal choice to move the newsroom forward,” Hanner said. “He is among the brightest, most gifted young journalists with whom I have worked.”

Hanner will continue in his role as an adviser to the Enterprise and the newsroom staff.

“I am grateful to Ralph and Rich for their confidence in me, and I am very excited about taking on this role,” Thomas said.

Among his goals, Thomas says, is exploring new or enhanced digital tools from video to blogs and online polls. A top priority, he said, is listening carefully to Enterprise readers to help determine the future direction of the paper.

“We need to connect more deeply with our readers and the broader community, and find out what stories are important to them,” he said. “We need to get closer and be more responsive to our readers.”

Thomas has roots in Oakland, but moved to Elk Grove as a teen, where he graduated from Laguna Creek High School. There he played baseball (he remains an avid Oakland A’s fan) and was active in the school band, where he played the tenor saxophone.

He is a graduate of Cosumnes River College, where he served as online editor of the campus paper, The Connection. At California State University, Northridge, he was a reporter and podcaster for the student publication The Sundial. He earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism with a minor in English.

Thomas lives in San Andreas. He welcomes reader suggestions and feedback at Sean@calaverasenterprise.com or at his office at 498-2076.
______________________________________________________________________________
