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The community plans and the water element are gifts from the hard working people of Calaveras County.  Tonight you Supervisors are going to decide what to do with these gifts.  This got me thinking about three gifts that I have cherished for years; this tie, this watch and this ring. 
This tie once belonged to my late father-in-law, Jim Carpenter.  One of Jim’s favorite sayings was, “Lead, follow, or get the expletive out of the way.”  The people of Calaveras County have done the leading by bringing you a water element and community plans.  As Supervisors, it’s time for you to follow. 
This watch was a gift from my brother James.  James is an outstanding professional baker.  James knows the importance of using all the ingredients in the recipe.  The ingredients for a sound general plan are a vision and principles, measurable objectives, quantified standards, and commitments to implement programs by a specified time.  Without these ingredients, the plan will be a half-baked mess. 

This ring was a gift from my wife.  It is a symbol of our unity.  In Calaveras County, our politicians and the local press often focus on people’s differences.  But there are also things that unite us.  The people in this room are unified in their efforts to provide their families with fresh water, nourishing food, safe shelter, and good education.  The people in this room value the beauty of their surrounding rural character, as they uniquely define it in their own communities.  

The really good news is that, because of what unites us, we are going to keep striving for the goals, and the policies, and the implementation provisions of our community plans and our water element, regardless of what you Supervisors decide tonight.  

We are participating in this planning process because we understand, that with your help, we can realize our potential more fully.  We also understand that you have the power to ignore us and our community plans, and our water element.

But you need to understand this: you cannot stop us.  We are not merely your subjects, bound in some feudal state called Calaveras County. 

We are the private sector; shops and businesses that convert our investments, our labor, and our resources into the blessings of our future, and our time is now.

We are the non-profit sector; churches and organizations that reach out in compassion with charity and education, and our time is now.
We stand up against the forces of mediocrity in local government, and our time is now.

We invite you Supervisors tonight to join us in planning for a brighter future for each of our communities.  If you refuse, I fear your five minutes are up.   

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless the good people of Calaveras County.  
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