Preliminary Scoping Comments of the Calaveras Planning Coalition,

As presented through the Testimony of Tom Infusino, July 14, 2011. *
My name is Tom Infusino and I am speaking on behalf of the Calaveras Planning Coalition.  The Coalition is a group of community organizations and individuals who want a healthy and sustainable future for Calaveras County.  We believe that public participation and government transparency are critical to a successful planning process.  United behind eleven land use and development principles, we seek to balance the conservation of local agricultural, natural and historic resources, with the need to provide jobs, housing, safety, and services.

Tonight the Coalition encourages East Bay MUD to do three things:  First we encourage you to consider a broad range of alternatives for bridging any perceived gap between your future water demand and your future water supply. Second, we encourage you to embrace more diligent efforts for water reclamation as a means of bridging any perceived gap.  Third, we encourage you to invest your ratepayer’s money in ways that enhance their local economies, while not harming our local economies, communities, and environment. .   

First we ask that you consider a broad range of Alternatives, including Expansion of Los Vaqueros Reservoir, as required by law and as requested by your customers.   

The California Environmental Quality Act requires your revised EIR to evaluate the comparative merits of “a reasonable range of potentially feasible alternatives”  (CEQA Guidelines, sec. 15126.6, subd. (a).)  “[T]he discussion of alternatives shall focus on alternatives to the project or its location which are capable of  avoiding or substantially lessening any significant effects of the project, even if these alternatives would impede to some degree the attainment of the project objectives, or would be more costly.”  (CEQA Guidelines, sec. 15126.6, subd. (b).)  Since your previous 2040 Water Supply Management Plan EIR identified over three dozen impacts as potentially significant prior to mitigation, you should be looking at a broad range of many alternatives to reduce or eliminate those impacts.   (2040 WSMP DEIR, pp. 1-13 – 1-22.) 
Compliance with these provisions of CEQA take should take on a heightened importance for East Bay MUD, since the court ruled against East Bay MUD on this very point of law. (Frawley, Foothill Conservancy, et al. v. EBMUD, Case No. 34-2010-80000491, Ruling of 4-11-11,  pp. 26 -34.)  
Finally, East Bay MUD should look at a broad range of alternatives because that is what your constituents asked you to do.  Hundreds your constituents sent in comment letters and provided testimony regarding the 2040 WSMP and DEIR asking EBMUD to consider a broader range of alternatives that would avoid Pardee Expansion. 

Because the law requires it, the court directs it, and your constituents have asked for it, you should need no further incentive to consider a much broader range of alternatives focused on reducing or eliminating significant impacts of the 2040 Water Supply Management Plan.      

.   

Second, we encourage you to embrace more diligent efforts for water reclamation as a means of bridging any perceived water supply and demand gap.  
The California Water Code has provisions that preclude the waste of water.  The California Water Code includes requirements for the treatment of waste water, and provides incentives for the reclamation and reuse of such water. (See for example, Water Code, sec. 1010)  California Water law includes findings by the California Legislature that water districts should rely more on local sources of water, and should employ treatment technology to extend existing water supplies.  (Stats of 2001, c. 320 (S.B. 672).)     
Here in Calaveras we take these responsibilities seriously.  The Calaveras County Water District goes to the expense of reclaiming about 85% of the wastewater it treats, rather than discharging that wastewater to a surface stream. CCWD plans to continue this level of water recycling through 2040.  (Calaveras County Water District, 2010 Draft Urban Water Management Plan, Chapter 5.)  By comparison, East Bay MUD hopes to recycle only about 10.6% of the 188.6 million gallons per day of wastewater it expects to collect and treat in 2040.  East Bay MUD should be ashamed of this wasteful failure to meet its responsibilities under the water code.  (EBMUD, Urban Water Management Plan, Table 5-5.)
Now is the time for the East Bay Mud Board to direct its staff to seriously undertake water reclamation efforts.  For decades, the East Bay MUD Board has given its staff the task of water conservation.  As a result, East Bay MUD has developed successful water conservation efforts, and consistently reduced expected customer demand.  If the EBMUD Board were now to direct its staff to dedicate a similar effort to achieve just 30% water reclamation by 2030, there would be no need for Pardee Expansion.       

Third, we encourage East Bay MUD to invest in the economic wellbeing of your jurisdiction.

Since the economic development study in 1997, the communities of Amador County have been seeking to enhance their economies by enhancing river recreation on the Mokelumne River.  Here in Calaveras County more recently, the City of Angels Camp has begun to market itself as the gateway to outdoor adventure.  Over the last decade, these foothill counties, along with many others entities, have invested in restoration of the Middle Bar Bridge, construction the Middle Bar take out, and now the construction of the Big Bar facility on the Mokelumne River, to enhance local recreational and economic opportunities. .  

We encourage EBMUD to likewise invest your ratepayer dollars in ways that make jobs for people in Oakland, in Hayward, and throughout your jurisdiction.  If you choose, LVE or water reclamation as your water supply enhancement project, you will be investing your local ratepayers’ money in projects that will employ your local people, and pump money into your local economy.  You can not justify to your ratepayers spending hundreds of millions of their dollars in any other way.    

In Amador and Calaveras, we have chosen to base our economic development on the natural assets with which God has blessed our rural counties.  Among these natural assets, there is none more important than the Mokelumne River.  Rather than taking those economic opportunities away from us, we encourage the East Bay MUD Board of Directors to build upon the economic resources and skilled labor force that you have in the East Bay to enhance, not only your water supply, but also the economic prosperity of the people you have sworn to serve.  
Thank you, and may God bless. 
Thomas P. Infusino, Facilitator
Calaveras Planning Coalition

P.O. Box 792

Pine Grove, CA 95665

tomi@volcano.net
(209) 295-8866

*Please retain a copy of this testimony for the administrative record. 
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