Education 
Background & Setting
Public schools play an important role in neighborhoods and in communities.  In addition to their education role, they serve the larger community as a place for a wide range of activities, including meetings, special programs, after school play, after school programs, youth and adult sports programs or other requested events by community.  Coordination between school districts and the County is important to ensure that educational facilities will be available to serve future populations.
A quality learning environment is dependent upon many factors, including the design of the school, class sizes, site location and school enrollment capacities. Quality school facilities and programs play a vital role in the economic climate of all communities.  For school districts in rural counties, the need for early planning and co-ordination to meet future needs is especially critical, because development typically occurs through many relatively small projects, rather than a few large projects where school sites can be provided as an integral part of development.
It is important to recognize that quality schools with highly maintained quality facilities is an important factor in attracting residents to individual communities and is a factor in overall economic development and higher property values.
It is important to recognize that libraries located in rural communities are sometimes located on school campuses and are used by schools during the school day and the public after school hours.  Services like libraries also reflect community values and affect property values.

**It is important to recognize that a healthy student is a productive and happy student who will be more likely to succeed and contribute to community.  Schools that have well maintained facilities, rigorous academic programs, strong Career Technical programs, access to healthy nutritional meals and are located where physical activity is possible via walking or biking to school is beneficial to the community as a whole and will result in sought after schools with increased enrollment as well as a stronger economic climate for the community and the County.

Calaveras County is very rural and communities are separated by miles of open space. There is only one incorporated city within the county which is Angels Camp.  **There are currently four separate school districts located in Calaveras County; they include Bret Harte Union High School District located in the only city in Calaveras County with one high school and one Alternative Education site serving 800 students. Calaveras Unified School District has six elementary schools, one middle school, one high school, one alternative education school as well as an independent study program and a home school program all serving 3100 students. Mark Twain Elementary School District has two K-8 schools, one of which is located in the only city in Calaveras County, serving 800, students articulate to Bret Harte High School.  Vallecito Union School District has three K-8 elementary schools that articulate to Bret Harte High School and serve 600 students.  All four districts are overseen by the Calaveras County Office of Education that has its own student populations at Calaveras River Academy and at one Charter School that serves 500 students.  There are also multiple private and religious schools as well as multiple online home school programs that are used by Calaveras County residents.
Each school districts has identified the need for additional funding to increase staffing levels, facilities, equipment and programs.  All school districts are presently experiencing declining enrollment due to past and present economic conditions but will experience increased enrollment as economic conditions improve.
All of the school districts in Calaveras County have identified significant additional funding needs.  Bret Harte High School District and Calaveras Unified School District have identified additional needs to provide Career Technical Education (CTE) to students and county residents and may require a dedicated facility in the future.

Higher education that is serving Calaveras County is provided by Delta Community College and Columbia Community College. Neither institution have their own facilities in Calaveras County but instead use existing school facilities and other County agency facilities for instruction.  Delta Community College is in San Joaquin County located in Stockton California and Columbia Community College is in Tuolumne County located in Columbia California. The drive is approximately 1 - 1.5 hour depending on where the starting point begins.  County property owners are obligated to pay for a Community College Bond through property tax payments. Where a property owner lives determines which bond they pay. 
GOALS, POLICIES AND IMPEMENTATION PROGRAMS
GOAL PF- 8.1
Facilitate the development and maintenance of school and educational facilities to ensure the economic and cultural vitality of the County.
Policy PF-8.1
Support and encourage public schools that are physically and functionally integrated with their surrounding neighborhoods and service areas.
Implementation PF-8A     The County will encourage location of future schools sites which are physically and functionally integrated with their surrounding communities, and will cooperate with school districts and other governmental agencies to coordinate school facilities planning and site acquisition. The location must be contiguous to existing sewer, water, roads and safe routes to school for students.
Implementation PF-8B     The County will encourage consideration of appropriate access in the location of new school sites, so that elementary and middle schools have access from collector or local streets, while high schools have access from arterial streets.  The County will encourage the location of new schools sites so that they can be linked with planned bikeways, greenways and pedestrian access wherever possible.
Implementation PF-8C     The County will require all new development to contribute to construction of and or maintenance of safe routes to school for families like trails, sidewalks and crosswalks and that will also otherwise benefit a healthy and safe community.  See Implementation 8.2.
Policy PF-8.2
Encourage coordinated school facilities planning and site acquisition among school districts and other local government agencies.
**Implementation 8D    Encourage all school districts serving in the County to develop and to regularly update a Facilities Master Plan which specified a districts' policies and requirements for facilities based upon realistic school growth projections.  The County shall review all proposed facility sites in the school districts' Facilities Master Plans for consistency with the General Plan.     
Implementation 8E     The County will encourage the joint use of school and park facilities to provide more efficient educational and recreational services.
Implementation 8F     The County will require all new development to contribute to park and or recreation facilities construction and or maintenance.  If school facilities are the only recreation facilities available to community or considered part of the recreation facility plan, fees will be earmarked for those facilities. 

**Policy PF- 8.3
Support service levels that are equal to or exceeding state standards for classroom size, school enrollment and school size for all schools.
**Implementation 8G     The County will support the stated goal but will recognize that each school district will be committed to reaching the intended goal and that individual schools decisions must be based on financial ability to attain the goals.
Policy PF-8.4     
Cooperate in securing adequate funds to construct and or renovate schools to keep pace with growth and enrollment.
Implementation 8H     The County will cooperate with the school districts and municipalities in the County to the extent feasible, to explore methods for securing adequate funding of new school facilities.  This may include the development of local funding mechanisms, as well as the utilization of state funds when available.  Local resources to be considered may include the reservation or dedication of school sites, developer fees, development agreements, assessment districts, redevelopment funds, general obligation bond proceeds, special taxes and other legal funding mechanisms.
Implementation 8I     The County shall encourage all school districts within the County that are impacted by growth to do appropriate studies, based on realistic school growth projections, and develop an impact fee program.  If found to be necessary, provide for the maximum school fee permitted under the School facilities law, or applicable portion thereof, to offset the costs identified as the appropriate share of the school facility capital improvements necessary to serve future development. 
Implementation 8J     The County will support efforts by individual school districts to mitigate the effects of maintaining small schools in a district.  The reasons may be because other existing schools are too far away, communities are in remote locations, access roads are narrow or there is strong community support to have small schools.   The County will support a separate mitigation fees for all new construction and or remodeling in affected areas to be used solely for supporting small schools in those areas. The County will also actively support districts when pursuing all other revenue methods in affected areas including benefit assessments or parcel taxes that apply only to those affected communities.  When appropriate, actively support legislation for small school funding.
Policy  PF-8.5
All school districts in Calaveras County will work cooperatively to provide programs that are accessible to all students in Calaveras County.
Implementation 8.K     Districts will make programs accessible to all students if not offered in their respective districts if feasible, age appropriate, if transportation is available and all other considerations designated by respective districts are met
Implementation 8.L    Appropriate fees and or credits and process will be determined by individual districts.
Policy PF- 8.6
All schools will as much as feasibly possible practice water conservation methods as well as other methods to conserve power and cut solid waste disposal.

Implementation 8.M     School districts will implement water conservation methods by installing artificial turf when possible and affordable, use local drought resistant plants in landscaping and timers for irrigation.  Use treated water for irrigation and fire suppression if available.  Use low flow toilets and showers at school sites as well as automatic water shut offs if replacing valves.  Districts will promote the use of water filling stations for drinking water to eliminate water waste and promote healthy beverages.
Implementation 8.N     School Districts will support recycling of all materials to include cans, plastic, glass, paper and ink cartridges.

Implementation 8.O     When replacing old equipment in older facilities or when building new facilities, school districts will look for the most energy efficient equipment possible. Motion sensing lighting and high efficiency outdoor lighting as well as locally set timed climate controls will be used.  
Additional remarks regarding education can be found in
**Land Use, Recreation, Public Facilities, Economic Development, Water, Circulation

**See Education Element.
