Thomas P. Infusino

P.O. Box 792

Pine Grove, CA 95665

tomi@volcano.net
(209) 295-8866

6/29/11

Amador County Board of Supervisors

Amador County Planning Commission

810 Court Street

Jackson, CA 95642

Re: Trying to collaborate as Amador and Calaveras update their general plans.
Dear Supervisors & Commissioners,

My name is Tom Infusino and I am writing on behalf of the Calaveras Planning Coalition.  The Coalition is a group of community organizations and individuals who want a healthy and sustainable future for Calaveras County.  We believe that public participation is critical to a successful planning process.  United behind eleven land use and development principles, we seek to balance the conservation of local agricultural, natural and historic resources, with the need to provide jobs, housing, safety, and services.  The Coalition has been active in the Calaveras County General Plan Update since 2006. 

As you know, Amador County and Calaveras County do still share some things in common.  The rich natural resources of the Moklumne River Watershed are in both Amador and Calaveras counties.  Important transportation corridors along State Highways 26 and 49 connect both counties.  The Mokelumne Wilderness, with its many backcountry recreation opportunities, spans the two counties.  Our Gold Rush history, that continues to attract visitors to the region, is common to both counties.  

In addition, the two counties share similar challenges.  Ensuring the continued productivity of working landscapes, providing the infrastructure necessary for future economic and population growth, maintaining the scenic beauty of our landscapes and the historical character of our communities that keep visitors coming back year after year, and making our fiscal ends meet are just some of the challenges that face both counties.   

We at the Coalition are pleased that Amador County’s General Plan Update is moving forward.  We are pleased to find some good ideas in the text of your Preliminary Draft General Plan.  We hope that Calaveras County will consider including similar ideas in their general plan update, so that the two counties and work cooperatively in implementing these policies and programs.  In the pages that follow, we provide some examples of the promising ideas that, with some modifications, could be applied in both Counties.  We hope that the Amador County and Calaveras County planning staffs and consultants will build on this list, and identify other policies and programs the counties could adopt in common.  

Such program collaboration could have benefits to the counties and their residents.  As state and federal funding gets more difficult to obtain, we believe that joint grant proposals from the two counties would have a better chance of approval.   These assistance grants can extend needed infrastructure and services at lower cost to local taxpayers.  Also, as we have seen with mutual assistance agreements for emergency response and other staff sharing programs, the counties may be able to better serve their constituents at lower costs if they cooperate in implementing common programs. In addition, through collaboration Amador and Calaveras could greatly improve recreational opportunities, particularly along the main stem of the Mokelumne River that forms the boundary between Amador and Calaveras.  Finally, if common rules and common programs apply to a larger area, it is easier for those seeking to invest in the area to chart their path from project concept to project approval. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely, 
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Thomas P. Infusino, Facilitator

Calaveras Planning Coalition

cc. Mintier & Associates, General Plan Consultant to Calaveras County

      Brenda Gillarde, General Plan Coordinator, Calaveras County  
Energy and Land Use Comments 

I) Good parts of the introduction could be used by both counties.

On p. LU-25: "Efficient land use and circulation patterns can reduce

transportation energy use and cost by reducing vehicle travel demand and

increasing energy efficiency. Strategies to accomplish this include mixed-use

development, pedestrian and bicycle connections, providing additional local

services in town centers to support outlying rural communities, and infill

development of underdeveloped land to place homes and destinations closer

together. In addition, infill and town center development will result in energy

retrofits for existing buildings as part of the overall plan to change the land use

patterns of those communities; further increasing energy efficiency in the county.”

On p. LU-25: “These strategies will help to meet state-mandated energy efficiency standards such as the California Green Building Standards Code (California Code of

Regulations [CCR], Title 24, Part 11), which became mandatory in 2010. The

Green Building Standards Code is expected to reduce building energy

consumption by 15%, water consumption by 20% and landscape water

consumption by 50%. New residential buildings will be required to use zero net

new energy by 2020 and commercial buildings will need to achieve this target by

2030. In addition to buildings, a variety of strategies for design and construction

of infrastructure and public facilities can provide energy conservation benefits.”

On p. LU-25: “Energy conservation strategies in the General Plan will also help the County reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to comply with the California Global

Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) and California Executive Order 03-05

(EO-S-3-05, 2007). AB32 AB 32 requires that statewide GHG emissions be

reduced to 1990 levels by 2020. EO-S-3-05 goes even further to require statewide

GHG emissions to be reduced to a level 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.”

Alternative Transportation Comments

I) Good parts of the introduction could be used by both counties.

On p. CM-11: “Increasing alternative transportation offerings, including

public transit, pedestrian, and bicycle/NEV routes, can reduce the growth in

automobile use and traffic congestion associated with future residential and

commercial development within the county. Future development patterns and

forms should be planned with an eye toward encouraging and maintaining a

variety of transportation options.”

On p. CM-11: “The County will consider the mobility needs of residents and the

availability of public transit in development decisions.”

On p. CM-12: “Amador County will consider the needs of pedestrians and bicyclists in future development plans. In addition, development patterns which place dwellings within a short distance of essential services and activity areas offer increased opportunities for alternative transportation, including pedestrian and bicycle transportation.”

II. Good goals and policies could be used by both counties.
Goal CM-3: Provide transportation alternatives to the automobile.

Policy CM-3.1: Identify priorities for the expansion of bicycle and pedestrian

transportation that respect the rights of private property owners.

Policy CM-3.2: Promote bicycle/NEV routes and pedestrian walkways. These

routes should connect residents to communities, activity centers,

and adjacent developments, and offer an alternative to automobile transportation.

Policy CM-3.5: Consider transportation needs in the context of new

development proposals. Promote land use patterns which place residents near activity centers and essential services to reduce the need for frequent automobile travel.

Policy CM-3.6: Coordinate with the Amador Regional Transit System (ARTS) and

other agencies to improve the availability of public transit connecting residents to services.

Policy CM-3.7: Coordinate with the Amador Regional Transit System (ARTS) to

continue to provide public transportation from Amador County to regional job and activity centers located outside the county.

Conservation Comments 

I) Good parts of the introduction could be used by both counties.

On p. C-6: “The County will maintain water quality by implementing state and federal water quality regulations, including the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination

System.”

On. p. C-6: “Low Impact Development

New development adds pavement and structures, often altering natural drainage

patterns and reducing infiltration and percolation of rain and snow. Using low

impact development (LID) strategies helps to reduce the amount of excess runoff

generated by new development, and also to improve the quality of the water

which drains off a property.”

On p. C-10: “Farming and ranching do have the potential to degrade water quality. Promoting sustainable farming and ranching practices can help protect the quality of surface water resources.” 

On p. C-19:  
“Assembly Bill 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act”

“AB 32 requires that ARB adopt a quantified cap on GHG emissions representing 1990 emissions levels and disclose how it arrived at the cap; institute a schedule

to meet the emissions cap; and develop tracking, reporting, and enforcement

mechanisms to ensure that the state achieves the reductions in GHG emissions

necessary to meet the cap. AB 32 also includes guidance to institute emission

reductions in an economically efficient manner and conditions to ensure that

businesses and consumers are not unfairly affected by the reductions.”

II. Good goals and policies could be used by both counties.
Goal C-1: Ensure that all future development permitted in the county can

be provided adequate amounts of water.
Policy C-1.4: Encourage new development, renovation, landscape, and

agricultural projects to include water conservation measures, including use of graywater, reclaimed, or recycled water for landscaping, irrigation, water-conserving plumbing fixtures, and low-water landscapes.

Goal C-3: Minimize negative effects of sewage treatment on water quality.
Policy C-3.2: Encourage recycling and water-saving features in new development,

including use of graywater, recycled, or reclaimed water for irrigation, to limit the water flows to septic systems and leach fields.

Goal C-4: Minimize negative effects of point and non-point sources on water quality.
Policy C-4.1: Encourage site plan elements in proposed development such as reduced 

pavement/cover and permeable pavement, as well as drainage features which limit runoff and increase infiltration and groundwater recharge.

Goal C-5: Reduce the negative effects of new development on stormwater

runoff and non-point source water pollution.
Policy C-5.1: Develop Low Impact Development (LID) standards for new construction,

including residential developments, and commercial or industrial projects. These standards should be incorporated into the County’s development ordinances.

On p. C-24:
“Energy Resources

Increasing energy efficiency and making better use of current and local energy

resources can reduce direct and hidden energy costs in the future, as energy costs rise and sources of energy become more difficult to obtain. Improving energy efficiency and increasing the amount of local, micro-scale energy generation will help reduce energy costs and the effects of our energy use on the environment.”

Goal C-6: Reduce energy use and promote renewable and locally available

sources of energy.
Policy C-6.1: Encourage new development to be pedestrian-friendly, and located near 

existing activity centers to limit energy use associated with automobile transportation energy use.

Policy C-6.5: Support use of renewable and locally-available sources of energy where 

feasible.

Policy C-6.6: Coordinate with other organizations and agencies to promote public

education regarding energy efficient practices and technologies which can be used by individuals to reduce their energy use.

On p. C-25: “The County will explore using building envelopes or cluster development to allow development of properties. Cluster development describes a development pattern where the total improvements (roads and residences) permitted for a property are clustered on a small portion of the original or proposed parcels, instead of being scattered evenly over the available space. The balance of the parcel is then dedicated to either open space or agricultural use. In addition to preserving land for agricultural or conservation uses, cluster development allows for cheaper and more efficient infrastructure such as roads, water, and sewer service.”

On p. C-27:

“Air Quality

Air quality is an issue throughout California. Automobile emissions are a major

contributor to air quality problems, and efforts to improve air quality are

increasingly directed at the relationship between growth, land use activities, and

air quality. Land use patterns directly influence transportation demand which, in

turn, affects air quality. Amador County can help to maintain its good air quality

by modifying development patterns and offering alternative transportation

options, as well as encouraging energy conservation and efficiency.

Goal C-9: Maintain and improve air quality.”

Goal C-9: Maintain and improve air quality.

Policy C-9.2: Encourage infill development, and development near existing activity

centers in order to encourage walking or bicycle use in running local errands.

Policy C-9.4: Encourage energy conservation and energy efficient design in new

development projects.

Policy C-9.5: Promote recycling of waste materials and the use of recycled materials.

Policy C-9.6: Maintain viable public transportation options in the County.

Policy C-9.7: Work with state and federal agencies to seek recognition of air pollutant

movement from valley to mountain counties as a contributor to reduced air quality.

On p. C-28:

“Greenhouse Gas Emissions”

“Statewide, more than 40% of GHG emissions are associated with transportation. Reduction of GHG emissions will thus primarily require a reduction of motor vehicle fuel consumed and vehicle miles traveled (VMT). Other means of addressing global climate change include use of alternative low- or no- emission energy sources at the local and micro scale (i.e., solar cells), since electric power generation also accounts for nearly a quarter of GHG emissions. Conservation efforts which reduce energy use are also effective in reducing GHG emissions associated with electric power generation.”

Goal C-10: Reduce GHG emissions from associated with automobile travel,

electrical power generation and energy use.
Policy C-10.1: Evaluate the potential effects of climate change on the county’s human

and natural systems and prepare strategies that allow the County to appropriately respond and adapt.

Policy C-10.2: Develop and adopt a comprehensive strategy to reduce GHGs within the


County by at least 15 percent from current levels by 2020.

Policy C-10.3: Guide new development to areas where pedestrian and bicycle/NEV

access to existing activity centers is possible.

Policy C-10.6: Promote increased energy efficiency and green building practices

through the County’s use of these practices.

Policy C-10.7: Support parcel-scale energy generation, including addition of solar panels

for residential structures and cogeneration for larger commercial or industrial uses.

Policy C-10.8: Expand recycling and waste minimization efforts, including recycling of

construction and demolition materials.

Open Space Comments

II. Good goals and policies could be used by both counties.
GOAL OS-1
Ensure provision of park and recreational facilities serving residents and visitors 

Policy OS-1.1
Support efforts by ACRA to maintain and enhance existing parks at levels which provide maximum recreational benefit.

Policy OS-1.2
Support efforts by ACRA to provide a range of recreational facilities and programming to serve all county residents, including facilities and programs geared toward youth and seniors.

Policy OS-1.3
Identify potential revenue sources to develop and maintain existing facilities, as well as to provide and expand recreational facilities as needed.  

GOAL OS-2:
Encourage the development and use of recreational and transportation trails within Amador County.

Policy OS-2.1:
Promote the development of a network of recreational trails for pedestrians, hikers, equestrians, and bicyclists.  Where possible, promote the functional use of trails as transportation corridors.
Policy OS-2.2:
Link trails to existing infrastructure, including other recreation opportunities, parks, schools, neighborhoods, and commercial areas.  Coordinate with surrounding counties and communities to connect trails to regional and statewide systems.  
On p. OS-8:

“Natural Resource and Species Protection

Conservation and stewardship of the natural environment, including wildlife habitat, is important to the future of the county.  The County will work to guide development and use of the land in ways which limit degradation of the natural environment, always seeking to maintain a balance between the community’s interests in preservation and the rights of individual property owners.”

Goal OS-3:
Protect wildlife habitats, including sensitive environments 
aquatic habitats, consistent with Sate and Federal law.

Policy OS-3.1:
Encourage preservation of oak woodlands in accordance with Public 


Resources Code Section 21083.4.

Policy OS-3.2:
Encourage the conservation of corridors for wildlife movement, particularly along ridges, in oak woodland areas and along rivers and streams.  
Policy OS-3.3:
Support voluntary conservation easements to protect wildlife habitat, including oak woodlands.  

Policy OS-3.4:
Use site planning techniques, including, but not limited to, buffers, setbacks, and clustering of development to protect sensitive environments, including wetlands, riparian corridors, vernal pools and sensitive species.  
Policy OS-3.5:
Protect aquatic habitats from the effects of erosion, siltation, and alteration.  
Policy OS-3.6: Encourage the use of appropriate native species for reclamation and


revegetation components of development projects.

Implementation Comments

III. Good pieces from the Implementation section could be used by both counties. 

d. The County will revise the Zoning Code to allow for clustering of residential uses, including smaller residential lots where the balance of the required lot area will be

protected by a conservation easement. The purpose of this tool is to permit the preservation of permanent open space to protect specific resources while allowing property owners to develop the same number of units. These regulations would

include minimum and maximum final lot sizes, development standards, and placement of units to provide maximum use of the remaining portions of land as agricultural or resource conservation space.

.

The Zoning Code revisions will provide that, where cluster development is proposed, parcels may vary in size provided the overall density of the project does not exceed the

maximum density allowed within the zoning designation. Revisions will provide that the remaining areas must be kept in permanent agricultural or resource conservation space.

e. The County will review its design and improvement standards (in Chapter 17 of the Amador County Code), and modify codes and specifications as needed to provide for the use of low impact development techniques such as narrower roadways/pavement, permeable pavement, on-site drainage and infiltration, and other methods. The objective of these changes is to maintain the County’s surface- and groundwater quality.

Program P-15: Waste Management

a. Develop programs to maximize recycling of waste products generated by the community to prolong useful life of landfills.

b. Establish performance criteria for commercial and industrial developments to incorporate on-site waste reduction, waste segregation, and/or recycling of pre- and post-consumer wastes.

Development Proposal Review (D)
15. Pedestrian and bicycle friendliness. The County seeks to improve pedestrian and bicycle access in activity centers. In support of this objective, the County will require new development proposals in these areas, including commercial projects and residential projects of 10 or more residential units, as appropriate, to provide bicycle and pedestrian facilities or set aside right-of-way for future facility connections, to increase the safety and feasibility of non automobile travel. Bicycle and pedestrian facilities should be consistent and recognizable to permit them to be safely used.

17. Energy conservation and greenhouse gas emissions. The County will consider energy consumption, energy use, and greenhouse gas emissions when evaluating

development proposals. 

18. Where available, the County will encourage new development to participate in the extension of reclaimed water facilities (either off-site or on-site) for beneficial use.

19. Encourage the use of reclaimed water for irrigation, mining, and compatible agricultural, public, commercial, and industrial applications wherever possible in order to

reduce wastewater storage and disposal needs, and extend available water supplies.

Program O-3: Public Outreach Programs
Use public education activities to accomplish the following objectives:

2. Promote awareness of

▪ green building techniques.

▪ benefits of recycling and waste reduction.

▪ bicycle and pedestrian safety.

4. Promote public awareness of energy generation, conservation, and efficiency through the development of a publicity program. This program will include information describing how residents could retrofit existing homes for increased energy efficiency and where

residents could find information on state and federal incentives for alternative energy generation, including small-scale residential energy generation.

5. Promote bicycle, equestrian, and pedestrian use and facilities, working with property owners to find solutions that respect property rights.

6. Promote, publicize, and encourage the use of transportation management strategies that will aid in reducing motor vehicle–related greenhouse gas emissions, including:

▪ Use of low emission and alternative fuel vehicles within the County

▪ Use of carpools, vanpools, bicycling, walking, and multi-occupant vehicles for midday uses.

Program O-5: Energy Efficiency Businesses
a. Act as a clearinghouse of information to help existing businesses become more energy-efficient.

b. Consider incentives to energy-efficient or “green” businesses that relocate to Amador County.

Program O-6: Environmental Sustainability
a. The County will work with federal and state agencies, the farm bureau, and the University of California Cooperative Extension service to provide education on best practices to promote long-term environmental sustainability for farming, ranching, and timber harvesting.

b. Investigate funding sources and potential outside incentives that could be provided to businesses, including timber and agricultural operations that choose more sustainable options, such as alternative fuel vehicles or renewable energy use.

Program F-6: Energy Efficiency, Renewable Energy, and Green Building
a. The County will identify incentives to:

2. Support increased energy efficiency in new and existing structures;

3. Encourage the use of green building techniques beyond the County’s basic requirements; and

4. Support parcel-scale energy generation.

b. Identify methods to expand renewable and alternative energy production in the county. Methods may include incentives such as expedited permit processing, reduced fees, and technical assistance to encourage energy-efficiency technology, research and practices.
Safety Element Comments

I) Good parts of the element could be used by both counties.

Page S-13, Flood hazards:  The following language at the end of the page is good:  “In addition, both existing and new structures and improvements can be designed differently to reduce stormwater runoff.  Possible changes might include increased use of permeable pavement, narrower and smaller streets and parking areas, and low-impact drainage features such as swales and detention or retention basins.”

One policy speaks to this:  Policy S-1.3  Reduce urban runoff and maintain the carrying capacity of floodplains or flood channels.  Require provision of on-site retention and detention basins in new development applications as needed to reduce downstream flooding hazards.

In the implementation section, under P-1, we find:  “The County will review its design and improvement standards (in Chapter 17 of the Amador County Code), and modify codes and specifications as needed to provide for the use of low impact development techniques such as narrower roadways/pavement, permeable pavement, on-site drainage and infiltration, and other methods. The objective of these changes is to maintain the County’s surface- and groundwater quality.”  

Also, under P-5, this seems good:  

This program will include a menu of best management

practices to limit soil erosion and runoff from residential,

commercial, mining, industrial and hazardous materials sites,

which may include (but are not limited to) reduced pavement

cover, permeable pavement, and drainage features which

increase infiltration and groundwater recharge. The County

will require use of some or all of these measures as permit

conditions to reduce or avoid adverse erosion, water quality,

and hydrology effects, including potential effects on the

lifespan of existing water storage facilities. The menu may

include low-impact development practices which should be

reviewed as part of Program P-1(e).
Pages S-14 and 15 address fire protection.  

Policy S-2.1: Require new buildings to be constructed to provide fire defensible

spaces, separated from property lines and other

buildings on the same or adjacent properties by adequate

building setbacks clear of brush and fuel. Require new buildings

in areas of moderate to high fire risk to be constructed using

building materials and designs that increase fire resistance. Work

with property owners to improve fire safety for existing

structures.

Policy S-2.2: Guide new development to areas where adequate fire protection,

roads, and water service adequate for fire response are available

to support fire response.

Policy S-2.3: Incorporate fire safety site planning techniques within new

development proposals applications in high- or very-high fire risk

areas. Encourage building envelope or cluster development

techniques to increase defensible areas.

Policy S-2.4: Work with fire districts or other agencies and property owners to

coordinate efforts to prevent wildfires and grassfires including

consolidation of fuel buildup abatement efforts, fire

fightingfirefighting equipment access, and water service

provision.

Policy S-2.5: Work with fire districts and other agencies to educate the public

regarding fire risks and periods of elevated or extreme risk due to

drought or other factors.

Goal S-3: Maintain or improve fire response times.

Policy S-3.1: Support efforts by fire districts to obtain adequate funding to

provide fire protection at desired levels. Implement impact fees

for new developments if needed to provide adequate fire service.

Policy S-3.2: Encourage cooperation and regional agreements among fire

districts and state and federal fire agencies to maximize fire

protection capabilities across the county.

Program D-2: Fire-Safe Development

a. The County will review new development applications in

moderate, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones to

confirm they meet the standards of the Title 24 Wildland

Urban Interface Building Codes and 14 CCR 1270.

b. The County will require new structures and improvements

are built to support effective firefighting.

c. New development applications in very high fire hazard

severity zones shall include specific fire protection plans,

actions, and/or comply with Wildland Urban Interface codes

for fire engineering features.

d. The County will seek fire district input on development

applications and ensure proposed projects incorporate firesafe

planning and building measures. Such measures may

include (but are not limited to) buffering properties, creating

defensible space around individual units, using fire-resistant

building materials, installing sprinkler systems, and providing

adequate on-site water supplies for firefighting.

e. Transportation improvements shall incorporate access for

firefighting, within and between existing neighborhoods to

provide improved connectivity, but also in areas with no

structures. Access standards include minimum width,

surface, grade, radius, turnaround, turnout, and bridge

standards, as well as limitations on one-way roads, dead-end

roads, driveways, and gate entrances.

Program C-10: Fire Safety in Existing Housing

a. The County will consult with the Amador Fire Protection

District to identify and prioritize plans and actions to

improve conformance of existing substandard housing in fire

risk areas to contemporary fire standards. These plans and

actions may include structural rehabilitation, occupancy

reduction, demolition, reconstruction, community education,

and community-based solutions.

Program F-3: Fire Services Funding

a. The County will consult with the Amador Fire Protection

District to establish funding mechanisms, including impact

fees, to offset fire protection costs for new development in

areas of high wildfire risk.

And as part of public outreach:

3. In consultation with the Office of the State Fire Marshal,

the Amador Fire Protection District, the Amador Fire Safe

Council, the fire districts, and federal fire agencies, the

County will continue public outreach efforts to wildland

property owners with the goal of mitigating fire hazards,

including fuel reduction.

Page S-17, Policy S-6.3:  “Encourage the use of programs and products to reduce and replace the use of hazardous materials where feasible.”  

Program P-14: Hazardous Materials Tracking

a. In order to avoid or substantially reduce hazards related to

the use, transport, or disposal of hazardous materials, the

County will continue implementing the Certified Unified

Program Agency program, identifying businesses using,

storing, and/or transporting hazardous materials. The County

will continue to monitor these operations, and will require

compliance with measures to reduce associated health and

environmental risks.

b. The County will review, revise, and continue permitting and

inspection practices for businesses using, storing, and/or

transporting hazardous materials, and will provide the sheriff,

fire departments, California Highway Patrol, and city police

departments with a list of such businesses to encourage

hazardous material training before an event occurs.

Related Policies: S-6.1

Responsible Department: Environmental Health Department

Time Frame: Ongoing

Program D-9: Hazardous Materials

a. The County will maintain and update a list of hazardous

sites, buildings, and uses in the unincorporated area, or use

databases tracking the location of hazardous materials sites,

buildings, and similar features, including active and

abandoned mines. The County will make this list available to

applicants.

b. The County will consult the hazardous sites list to evaluate

and condition future development applications and projects,

as necessary, to protect environmental and public health.

c. For applications submitted to the County involving

construction activities at Cortese-listed sites, project

applicant(s) shall comply with requirements of the California

Department of Toxic Substance Control, the Central Valley

Regional Water Quality Control Board, and/or other

applicable agency regulating the investigation and cleanup of

the site.

Promote awareness of

▪ Amador County’s historical and architectural

resources and potential strategies for adaptive

reuse of historic structures.

▪ air and water quality, including the effects of

urban runoff.

▪ public safety issues and law enforcement

matters—fire safety, flood hazards, homeland

security, and other programs.

▪ disaster preparedness.

▪ green building techniques.

▪ benefits of recycling and waste reduction.

▪ traffic safety.

▪ bicycle and pedestrian safety.
Economic Development Element Comments 

I) Good parts of the introduction could be used by both counties.

The opening sentiments……”to provide an appropriate balance between residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, timber, and open space uses.”  

On page 2:  “The Economic Development Element provides policy direction ensuring (note: promoting might be a more accurate word than ensuring) economic prosperity in all industries, but places particular focus on agriculture as a continuing viable industry….”

On page E-16, quoting the Amador Economic Development Corporation, they advocate economic growth that “occurs for the combined advantage of the private sector, the business community, the environment (note: consider adding “, local residents” to this list of beneficiaries of economic development) and developers.”  

On page E-18:  “Economic conditions are expected to change and develop over the life of the plan, and continuing evaluation of economic activities and successes will lead to shifts in the strategy over time.”  

Two important things mentioned on page E-21:  on-site or local processing of animal products and other agricultural products, and incentives for the younger generation to stay on the land, to continue farming.

II. Good goals and policies could be used by both counties. 

Goal E-2:  Improve the availability of communications services to businesses and residents.

Policy E-4.3:  Promote the continued health of Amador’s small businesses.

E-5.1 and 5.2 are good – supporting programs that support rural communities and their schools and shops, and expanding community services in the rural communities.

E-6.2:  Good to target industries which are important for the future of the county, but need to be inclusive when choosing who decides what is important for the future.

Many of the policies under Goal E-8 (Preserve the land base necessary to sustain agricultural production and maintain long term economic viability of agricultural land uses) are good ones.  

Goal E-11: Support the efforts of farmers and ranchers to incorporate environmentally friendly practices in their business practices.                                         

Policy E-11.1: Promote the use of environmentally and financially sustainable

farming and ranching practices.

Policy E-11.2: Promote education and incentives to support expansion of sustainable 


practices.

This paragraph in the section on Industrial Development:  “The County supports innovative uses which would result in energy conservation, use of waste products, and in-county processing of primary resources which would otherwise be exported as raw materials.  The County seeks to make the best use of existing resources, roads, utilities, services, and land while contributing to the economic base and stability of private employment.”  

III. Good pieces from the Implementation section could be used by both counties. 

Program P-11: Farmland

a. It is the County’s objective to maintain key farmlands for

agricultural and agritourism uses, and reduce impacts related

to conversion of Farmland (Prime Farmland, Farmland of Local

or Statewide Importance, and Unique Farmland) to other

uses. The County will seek to keep Farmland in agricultural

designations when land use or zoning changes are proposed

in the unincorporated area. For future changes to nonagricultural

designations that affect Farmland areas, the

County will reduce or avoid loss of Farmland to the extent

feasible.

b. The County will also work with cities and LAFCO to promote

the protection of Important Farmland, including identifying

alternatives to expansion of spheres of influence into areas of

Important Farmland.

Related Policies: E-9.6

Responsible Agencies/Departments: Planning Department

Working with: Amador LAFCO, Cities

Time Frame: Ongoing

This is under “Development Proposal Review”:

The fiscal impact of large retailers. Large retailers (as

defined in the Glossary) must submit a fiscal analysis

that specifically includes the impact their business would

have on existing small retail shops.

Program O-2: Agricultural Viability

a. The County will promote methods to assist landowners who

choose to continue farming, such as, but not limited to:

1. Informing farmers of the availability of economic

assistance to ensure agricultural viability;

2. Conducting workshops to gather input on potential

expansion of uses permitted on agricultural lands and

parcels under the Williamson Act. Based on this input,

consider amending the zoning ordinance to expand the

uses allowed on agricultural properties under Williamson

Act contracts, and consider expanding the allowed value added

agricultural activities permitted on land not under

Williamson Act contract;

3. Promoting the benefits of Williamson Act contracts; and

4. Providing information on conservation easements to

agricultural land owners in cooperation with

organizations responsible for funding, maintaining, and

promoting easements.

Program O-1: Public Meetings

a. The County will notice public meetings through newspaper

advertisements, targeted or mass mailings, and/or on the

County’s website, as required by State laws. The County will

incorporate public outreach and input into policy

development at an early phase to ensure meaningful

involvement.

Related Policies: G-1.1, G-1.2, G-1.3

Responsible Agencies/Departments: All Departments

Time Frame: Ongoing

Program O-3: Public Outreach Programs

a. Education programs should reach all parts of the population

through school programs, public service announcements, and

sponsored events. Use public education activities to

accomplish the following objectives:

1. Improve citizen participation in land use and economic

development planning processes.

2. Promote awareness of

▪ Amador County’s historical and architectural

resources and potential strategies for adaptive

reuse of historic structures.

▪ air and water quality, including the effects of

urban runoff.

▪ public safety issues and law enforcement

matters—fire safety, flood hazards, homeland

security, and other programs.

▪ disaster preparedness.

▪ green building techniques.

▪ benefits of recycling and waste reduction.

▪ traffic safety.

▪ bicycle and pedestrian safety.

3. In consultation with the Office of the State Fire Marshal,

the Amador Fire Protection District, the Amador Fire Safe

Council, the fire districts, and federal fire agencies, the

County will continue public outreach efforts to wildland

property owners with the goal of mitigating fire hazards,

including fuel reduction.

4. Promote public awareness of energy generation,

conservation, and efficiency through the development of

a publicity program. This program will include

information describing how residents could retrofit

existing homes for increased energy efficiency and where

residents could find information on state and federal

incentives for alternative energy generation, including

small-scale residential energy generation.

5. Promote bicycle, equestrian, and pedestrian use and

facilities, working with property owners to find solutions

that respect property rights.

6. Promote, publicize, and encourage the use of

transportation management strategies that will aid in

reducing motor vehicle–related greenhouse gas

emissions, including:

▪ Use of low emission and alternative fuel vehicles

within the County, including neighborhood

electric vehicles.

▪ Use of carpools, vanpools, bicycling, walking,

and multi-occupant vehicles for midday uses.

▪ Creating neighborhood electric vehicle roadway

systems and encouraging electrical vehicle

charging stations.

Related Policies: CM-3.1, CM-3.2, CM-3.4, CM-3.8, C-6.6, C-

10.7, S-2.3, S-3.1, S-7.2

Responsible Agencies/Departments: Planning, Transportation and

Public Works, Building, Waste Management Departments,

Sheriff’s Department, Office of the State Fire Marshal

Working with: Office of the State Fire Marshal, Amador Air

District, Amador Fire Protection District, Amador Fire Safe

Council, fire districts, federal fire agencies

Time Frame: Ongoing

Program O-5: Energy Efficiency Businesses

a. Act as a clearinghouse of information to help existing

businesses become more energy-efficient.

b. Consider incentives to energy-efficient or “green” businesses

that relocate to Amador County.

Program O-6: Environmental Sustainability

a. The County will work with federal and state agencies, the

farm bureau, and the University of California Cooperative

Extension service to provide education on best practices to

promote long-term environmental sustainability for farming,

ranching, and timber harvesting.

b. Investigate funding sources and potential outside incentives

that could be provided to businesses, including timber and

agricultural operations that choose more sustainable options,

such as alternative fuel vehicles or renewable energy use.

Under Economic Coordination:

Continue to give preference to local businesses and

suppliers for County business, and encourage residents

to patronize local businesses and suppliers.

Program F-6: Energy Efficiency, Renewable Energy, and Green Building

a. The County will identify incentives to:

1. Support Leadership in Energy and Environmental

Design (LEED) certification of new commercial,

industrial, public, and multi-family residential

buildings;

2. Support increased energy efficiency in new and

existing structures;

3. Encourage the use of green building techniques

beyond the County’s basic requirements; and

4. Support parcel-scale energy generation.

b. Identify methods to expand renewable and alternative energy

production in the county. Methods may include incentives

such as expedited permit processing, reduced fees, and

technical assistance to encourage energy-efficiency

technology, research and practices.
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